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We believe that, given the right 
environment and support, every child 
can flourish. We do not aim to replicate 
a mainstream school approach, rather 
we try to consider what approaches each 
individual pupil needs, to achieve their 
full potential.

Our goal in all that we do is to meet the 
holistic needs of our pupils. Their needs, 
as identified on the EHCPs, are many 
and varied – academic, therapeutic, 
behavioural – but we are committed 
to meet these needs as we tailor our 
approaches to support each individual 
pupil on their journey.
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Our Vision 
At Brantridge we want to provide a safe learning 
environment where our pupils’ specific needs are met and 
developed. We do this through a needs-led, differentiated 
and holistic curriculum that is embedded in enriching 
experiences and activities.

Our aim is for our pupils to become resilient, confident, 
self-regulating who are able to make significant progress 
with their individual needs and are ready to access the next 
stage of life.
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At the heart of what we do is to develop 
respectful relationships within our school 
community.  When pupils settle here, 
they feel safe and gradually they rebuild 
their confidence. With these foundations 
secure, they are then in a place where 
they can learn and flourish.

We are fortunate that our school is 
located on impressive grounds in the 
Sussex Weald, an area of outstanding 
natural beauty. We make full use of our 
location with a programme of outdoor 
learning and enrichment both on site and 
in the local area.

If you are considering a place at 
Brantridge School for your son, please 
contact us at  
schooloffice@brantridge-school.co.uk  
or 01444 400228.

We would be very happy to show you  
our school.

Dafydd Roberts, Principal

Vision and Ethos
Welcome to Brantridge School.  We are a special school, for pupils who have 
Social Emotional and Mental Health difficulties. All of our pupils have an 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). We offer a well-established  
provision for boys aged 5-11.

My son has done amazingly well 
since attending Brantridge.  
He has improved 
academically and grown in 
confidence. I could not 
have wished for a 
better school  
for him
Parent

Our School Values
We believe:

●  That learning is an enjoyable, lifelong process through 
which everyone can achieve their potential and exceed 
their expectations

●	 	That teaching and learning should be fun

●	 That all individuals have self-worth, dignity and rights, 
and can excel when their unique needs are recognised

● I n cultural diversity that embraces individuals and 
promotes community spirit

●	 In personal responsibility, adhering to the agreed rules 
and respect for others

●	 That effective teamwork and partnership with parents 
and carers is key to success.

Together we will:

●	 	Build a happy school

●	 	Promote the school’s values

●	 	Value and encourage positive behaviour

●	 	Support each child’s learning and help them to achieve 
their potential

●	 	Achieve positive outcomes for all our children  
and families

Tapestry
Tapestry is our online learning journal enabling parents 

and careers to share their child’s learning journey. Staff 
regularly upload photos, work and other key information about 

what each individual child is learning. Each parent has their own 
log in and can comment of their child’s learning or add their own 

observations and share with us things that they have done at home.
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Brantridge School liaises really 
well with other local schools 
and professionals, as well as 
parents. From my experience working 
with the school I have found them 
to have always been child-
focused and willing to adapt 
their provision to meet a 
child’s specific needs. 

SEND Professional
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Guiding Principles
Confidence – many of our pupils arrive at our school with 
very low self-esteem with their experiences at mainstream 
settings having eroded much of their confidence.

To address this issue and allow pupils to succeed, we look 
for and celebrate each child’s particular gifting be it sporting, 
performing, artistic, musical, or a whole host of other skills. 
Once this sense of confidence and of being valued is restored, 
then progress can be made in other areas.

Respect – The lack of confidence often leads to a lack of 
respect. Regardless of a child’s behaviour our staff know the 
importance of engaging with a child in a respectful manner.
We seek to model behaviour in the way we engage with each 
other as staff and in all our engagement with pupils. In time 
pupils learn to respect – both themselves and others.

Holistic approach – our aim as a school is far broader 
than simply meeting academic needs. We recognise our 
responsibility to support a child in meeting all the needs 
identified in their EHCP. By working with our occupational 
therapist, art therapist, education staff, speech and language 
therapist, pupil support team, counsellor, mental health worker 
and others, we together seek to meet each child’s wider 
needs.

Individuality – each child is different and therefore one set 
approach is unlikely to work. Some children need movement 
breaks, fidget toys, wobble cushions, particular handwriting 
equipment, personalised learning spaces – the list is endless. 
But we recognise that no two pupils will have the same 
needs and we have a culture where our staff understand this. 
Therefore, personalising our approach is very much part of 
what we do at Brantridge. 

Managing Behaviour
At Brantridge, we are guided by a pupil centred approach 
to behaviour. Within the school, pupils are encouraged to 
focus on our three ‘Be Rules’ which are:

● Be Kind

● Be Respectful

● Be Your Best

Curriculum 

Curriculum Approach  
At Brantridge we strive to provide a curriculum that is flexible, 
exciting and personalised.

Pupils are taught in small class groups of no more than eight 
pupils and access a range of National Curriculum subjects. 
Teachers plan lessons to enable children to grow, learn and 
experience new things. We use a hands-on approach to 
learning and to tap into the children’s interests.

Our curriculum consists of daily English and maths lessons, 
with a strong focus on numbers, grammar and handwriting. 
The other subjects are taught through a termly topic or 
theme.  We choose topics which we feel all pupils will find 
interesting. This helps pupils to access more meaningful 
learning experiences in which they are able to make links 
between their learning in different subject areas helping them 
to contextualise and consolidate learning.

Teachers differentiate within topics and in their classes to 
ensure that it meets each child’s individual needs. Joint 
planning sessions allow teachers to share good practice and 
to work with therapists and the Pupil support team to ensure 
there is access to a language rich curriculum and that the 
environment aids learning.

Personal Development   
Ofsted framework
Our curriculum is full of opportunities to support our children’s 
personal development. The almost daily off site visits, regular 
visitors from the local community, the specific focus on 
fostering positive attitudes across the school day, ensures 
that pupils make effective progress in this aspect of their 
development.

Personal  
Development 
Graded 

‘Outstanding’. 
Ofsted May 2022

Galaxy Nurture Group- One to one Support 
We are able to offer one to one support to individual pupils 
who are not able to access the main classes. This nurture 
provision, which is known as Galaxy, allows children the 
opportunity to develop in their own space. 

Almost all of the pupils in the nurture group will stay in touch 
with their base class and will continue to do some activities 
with their peers as appropriate. The aim is that the children will 
reintegrate into class when they are able to do so.

Staff are highly skilled in identifying 
pupils’ SEND. They adapt activities to 

support pupils’ SEMH and specific 
learning needs thoughtfully and 

effectively, matching provision 
to need exceptionally well

Ofsted May 2022
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Curriculum Model

My 
parents 

asked me 
to tell them 

the best thing 
about Brantridge 

and all I can say is 
this; the teachers are 

really nice and caring. 
They make the lessons so 

much fun that you learn a lot 
and you want to be there. The 

classes are not crowded so learning 
is so much easier 

Daniel
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Subjects taught in KS1

English to include literacy with 
a strong emphasis on phonics

Maths with a strong focus on 
numbers

PSHE & RSE

Topics to include Art, 
Computing, DT, Geography, 
History, Music, Religious 
Studies, Science, Cookery

PE

Outdoor Learning

Enrichment

Subjects taught in KS2

English to include literacy with 
a strong emphasis on grammar 
and handwriting

Maths with a strong focus on 
numbers

PSHE & RSE

Topics to include Art, 
Computing, DT, Geography, 
History, Music, Religious 
Studies, Science, Cookery

PE

Outdoor Learning

Enrichment

The approach that 
Brantridge use to teach 

and engage with the 
boys there works 

very well for  
our son

Parent

Pupils 
thrive at 

Brantridge 
School. Leaders 

have created a 
school that is totally 

focused on the specific 
SEND of pupils. They 

successfully develop pupils’ 
self-esteem and confidence. 

Alongside this extensive personal 
development curriculum, pupils follow a 

n academic curriculum. 
Ofsted Report May 2022

Brantridge 
Curriculum 

Ethos 
SMSC – myself and others

PSHE
British Values

Social communication
Learning to learn

Functional independence
Community links

Equality and diversity

Enrich 
Social Games

Cooking
Outdoor learning

STEM
Sewing

Gardening
Trips

Curriculum days
PE

Cycling/mountain biking
Golf

Gymnastics
Swimming

Core 
English:

Phonics, Reading
Writing, Speaking and 

listening, drama
Maths:

Number, geometry,
measures, problem

solving and reasoning,
statistics, ratio, algebra

Topic 
Art
DT

History
Geography

Music
RE

Science
Computing

Core 

Enrich 

Ethos Topic 
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Therapeutic Focus 
Therapies offered 
To enable every pupil to thrive, we continually review our 
provision to ensure we have the best opportunities and 
support available. The Therapy Team at Brantridge offers 
professional, specialist support in the following areas: 

●   Art Therapy

●  Speech and Language Therapy

●  Occupational Therapy

●  Canine Therapy

A pupil may receive direct or indirect intervention from the 
therapy team, depending on the provision outlined in their 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). 
  
If additional support is considered necessary the therapy 
team, education staff or parents can ask for a referral.

Art Therapy 
Art therapy is a psychotherapy that uses art materials to 
express and manage thoughts, feelings and experiences, 
supported by a qualified art therapist. This is quite different 
from art lessons and you don’t need to be good at art. The 
benefits of art therapy may be seen quickly or take time to 
emerge; processing feelings and learning life skills often 
takes time and everyone is different. The therapy will be 
regularly reviewed and adapted to meet individual needs.

Speech and  
Language Therapy 
Children with Autism and/or Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health (SEMH) difficulties can often present with speech, 
language and communication needs (SLCN). Because 
good communication skills are vital in such a wide range of 
contexts, the therapist will also provide help with friendship 
issues, accepting others’ differences and many more topics.

The Speech & Language Therapy Service at Brantridge 
School focuses on improving the pupils’:

●   Understanding of spoken language

●   Use of spoken language

●   Social communication skills

●   Active listening abilities

●   Conversational skills

●   Emotional literacy and regulation

Occupational Therapy 
The Occupational Therapy Service at Brantridge School 
focuses on improving the pupils’:

●  Fine motor skills including handwriting.

●  Gross motor skills including balance, bilateral 
coordination and strength needed for postural 
control.

●  Sensory Processing needs including self-
regulation and programmes such as the Zones  
of Regulation are used.

●  Visual perceptual skills which is the ability to 
recognise, recall, discriminate and make sense  
of what we see.

●  Functional independence to improve your ability 
to do everyday tasks such as being able to fasten 
buttons and being able to complete self-care 
activities for example.

Canine Therapy 
Brantridge School has teamed up with Pawsible,  
a not for profit organisation that supports assistance 
dogs in the community. As a result Kimmi comes 
into school every Tuesday and Thursday. Kimmi is 
a Finnish Lapphund, a breed known for its easy-
going nature and intelligence. Some children read to 
Kimmi, some take him for a walk and some just sit 
with Kimmi to help them self-regulate. Kimmi spends 
time in each class working with the whole group and 
also with individual students on a one-to-one basis.
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Outdoor learning is an inspirational process that offers ALL 
pupils regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence 
and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in  
a woodland or natural environment with trees.

It is a specialised learning approach that is child-led and play-
based. We are able to offer our pupils an exciting programme 
of outdoor learning in our own grounds at Brantridge School.

Pupils spend one hour per week in the woods supervised by 
our outdoor learning teacher who is a qualified Forest School 
practitioner. The children enjoy a range of fantastic activities 
related to our whole-school topics including:

●  Shelter design and building

●  Learning about the safe use of tools,  
knots and lashings

●  Environmental studies

●  Cooking

●  Arts and crafts

●  Slack Line

Apart from being fun, these activities have an important impact 
on our pupils. Through the use of small achievable tasks 
and free play, the pupils’ confidence increases, their physical 
abilities develop and their natural curiosity is stimulated. This 
impacts positively on their willingness and ability to engage in 
the classroom.

Off-site education Outdoor learning 

The School is 
fantastic with 
wonderful staff 
and facilities 
Parent

Teachers plan enriching activities both on and off site linked 
with our topics. Where pupils have other needs or barriers 
to learning they may be offered modified timetable sessions 
which focus on the needs led curriculum areas of: myself 
and others, learning to learn, functional independence and 
language and communication.

The curriculum at Brantridge is enhanced by the school’s 
excellent range of outdoor space which is used to support 

pupils’ learning experiences every day. Each class has an 
hour of outdoor learning per week. They also have half a term 
swimming and half a term gymnastics at local leisure centres. 
We also offer golf, Clip ‘n Climb and horse riding.

Pupils have the opportunity to take part in a range of activities 
to develop their skills through being involved in, the School 
Council, cooking, music and drama, for example. 

Events offered include:

●   Indoor observatory

●   Japanese dragon dance

●   Olympic opening ceremony

●   Sports Day

●   Painting stones to leave in the local area

●   Church visit

●   Amberley Museum

●   Godstone Farm

●   Rock UK visit

●   Clip ‘n’ Climb

●   Inflatables

●   Brighton and Hove Albion Football Club  
 in the community

●   Special Schools’ Football Tournament

All 
pupils 

have 
a wide, 

rich set of 
experiences that 

help them to grow 
as happy, rounded 

individuals. Weekly off-
site trips and experiences 

help them to prepare for 
adulthood as they successfully 

navigate expectations beyond school 
and home 

Ofsted May 2022



Brantridge School, Staplefield Place,  
Staplefield, Haywards Heath,  
West Sussex RH17 6EQ

For more information about  
our school visit  
www.brantridgeschool.org  
or email  
info@brantridge.org  
or call 01444 400228

Orchard Hill College Academy Trust (the Trust) and Orchard Hill College (the 
College) together form Orchard Hill College and Academy Trust (OHC&AT), 
a family of specialist education providers for over 1500 pupils and students 
from nursery through to further education across London, Surrey and Sussex.

Pupils and students within the OHC&AT family of providers have a wide 
range of learning abilities and additional needs including complex autism; 
speech, language and communication difficulties; social, emotional and 
mental health; and physical disabilities including multi-sensory impairment 
and complex health needs.


