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Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

We wanted to inform you about some events that are planned between now and the end of the term: 

From 28th November to 2nd December there will be an opportunity for you to meet your child’s class teacher 

to discuss your son’s progress. Your child’s class teacher will liaise with you to find a mutually convenient 

time that week for a meeting. You are very welcome to come to the school and have that meeting in person 

or you may prefer to meet via Zoom or Teams. It will be for you and the class teacher to arrange the best 

approach for that 10 minute meeting.  

There will be a parent training session on ‘The Zones of Regulation’ on Wednesday 30th November 9.30am - 

11am. This training will be delivered online (via Teams) by Cath Mattison, Head of Therapies, and all parents 

and carers are welcome.   

‘The Zones of Regulation’ is a program used throughout the school to help the pupils develop their 

understanding and ability to identify their own emotions and the emotions of others. It also teaches 

strategies to use when dysregulated. This program is most effective when used consistently at home as well 

as at school.  

If you are interested, please email c.mattison@brantridge-school.co.uk by Friday 25th November to receive 

your Teams link. 

On Friday, 9th December at 2pm we are hoping to have a ‘Christmas Fair’. This will be a new event for us. We 

will have various stalls and activities for you and your child to enjoy and hopefully it will get us all into the 

Christmas spirit. We envisage this lasting approximately an hour. More details will follow closer to the time. 

You will be aware from communication earlier this week that we have had disruption in the school which has 

impacted on the delivery of our school dinners. Some plaster from the ceiling has fallen in some areas (not 

actually in the kitchen) but we have closed off some rooms and areas as a result. We are working closely 

with various professionals to ensure the safety of all. 

Have a good weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Principal. 

Friday, 4th November, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

INSET Day: Monday 28th November 2022 

End of term: Friday 16th December 2022 

First day Spring Term: Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

mailto:c.mattison@brantridge-school.co.uk
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Therapies and Interventions 

 

 

 

 

‘Idiom of the Week’ 

The ‘Idiom of the Week’ for the week 

beginning Monday 7th November is: 

‘The ball is in YOUR court’ 
’meaning ‘it’s your turn to say or do 

something’. 

 

Dear parents/carers, 

Next week we will be learning about International Stress Awareness 

Week at Brantridge. Celebrated between the 7th and 11th of November, 

International Stress Awareness Week is an annual event that aims to 

raise awareness of stress and mental health problems, as well as 

promoting support services. 

Throughout the week, each class will take part in a group session about 

our emotions and what stress means. In our younger classes, pupils will 

be taking part in activities about our emotions, whilst in our older groups 

there will be opportunity for more conversation about what can cause us 

to feel stressed, the effect of stress on our bodies and what we can do to 

help. 

 

Take care, 

Mary 

Mental Health Advisor  
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Pluto 

 

As part of our Halloween activities and linking to PSHE we thought carefully about keeping safe during 

Halloween. We had some very sensible discussions, reflected thoughtfully, and came up with many different 

ideas about what we could do to keep safe. 

 

This week we have looking at working hard on learning some of our times tables facts linked to multiplying 

by 2, 5 and 10. We have used pictorial representations to help us along with using equipment practically. 

 

Over the week we have started work our new text ‘Cave Baby’. We made interesting predictions about the 

contents of the book from looking at the front cover and reading the blurb. From reading the text carefully 

we have sequenced the events from the story into the correct order and discussed our reasons behind this. 

 

As part of our DT work, we have looked at many different types of shelters and their uses. We also 

considered the range of materials that have been used and their qualities. Using Lego, we have imaginatively 

made a range of shelters which we enjoyed sharing. 

 

Lots of other fun learning has been going on too. Why don’t you ask us about it? 

 

 

 

 
 

Nova 

 

Gosh, what a wet, wild and windy week!  We used these ghastly conditions to 

design, build and fly our parachutes.  We explored different ways of launching 

them to try and get them as high as possible, then get them to open and float 

in the wind.  It was great fun and we discovered a successful method of 

wrapping the parachute in order to meet the objective.  In English, we have 

been developing our vocabulary when describing a character and setting.  In 

maths, we have continued to compare durations of events, using prior learning to 

try and calculate the difference in duration of different events.  

 The boys have shown amazing resilience throughout the week and this has been 

very impressive! 
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Zephaniah 

 

We started this week back at school with a Halloween party in Zephaniah Class. We baked 

delicious ginger biscuits which we cut into Halloween related shapes and decorated with coloured 

icing. Next we played a murder mystery game where we each had a character to play to give clues 

to each other before a scavenger hunt to reveal the culprit- we used lots of team work and 

deduction to solve the mystery. We played other team games as well as apple bobbing and eat 

the donut from the string- lots of fun was had by all. 

In English this week we have been examining the character of Lady Macbeth. We created 5 word 

performance poems using her monologue as a starting point. In maths we have been learning 

algebra and everyone has made fantastic progress. In DT we tack stitched our images of the 

Bayeaux tapestry onto the back grounds. We also had music with West Sussex Music on Zoom 

where we learned new songs and rhythms 

On Thursday for PE we went to K2 for gymnastics which was lots of fun and we all tried really 

hard. On Friday we started our first ASDAN scheme of work where we will be learning about 

Scotland- starting off with Scottish inventions and next week we plan to weave our own tartan.  

All available on Tapestry to view! 

 

 

       
Jupiter 

Jupiter have a busy week back at Brantridge 

We started off with a fun Halloween day. 

This involved writing/ drawing out potions for English. 

The boys had to show the step-by-step plan on how to make their potions. 

This was followed by shape work in maths and making a haunted house, finishing off Halloween 

with fun and games. 

Jupiter class have worked on instruction writing for recipes and walking together to write 

instructions on how to dig holes (from the book holes). In maths, the boys have been focusing on 

triangles, quadrilaterals and polygons. 

The boys have started work on if the earth is flat or round, what a settlement is, invasion games 

and finishing off with making a firework piece of art with forks. Well done, Jupiter. 
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Titan 

 

A good start to the second half of this term in Titan. We started off with some 

activities on Halloween which the pupils enjoyed thoroughly. We looked at the meaning 

of Halloween and how it started, as well as how people celebrated it around the world.  

In English this week, the pupils had to write a short description of Stanley Yelnats, 

the main character in our class book, Holes. The pupils did very well to come up with 

adjectives to describe him, then make up sentences and put them in a paragraph.  

In Maths this week, we have worked on addition and subtraction, especially one step 

word problems involving addition and subtraction. The pupils did very well to choose 

the correct calculation and show their working out in their books. We then moved on 

to two step word problems so the pupils were stretched and challenged.  

Our first Clip and Climb session was a success; it was a great pleasure to see all pupils 

engaging and taking on the challenges, as well as having fun.  

 

 

 

 

Saturn 

 

This week we focused on time in maths, learning to tell the time to the hour. In 

geography we started a project on Africa, comparing a non-European country with 

the UK. We explored artefacts and made guesses about what the uses were and 

where they might come from.  

In computing we talked about algorithms and were introduced to using scratch, a 

computer program to teach programming.  

Children learned how to give the program instructions to make an avatar they chose 

move. We read the naughty bus which led us to create our own versions of the story, 

focusing on a beginning, middle and end.  

We ended the week focusing on Guy Fawkes and the gunpowder plot. 
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Galaxy   

 

The focus of the week has been settling back into routines after the half-term break. 

 This started with a Halloween themed day on Monday which all of the pupils 

enjoyed. As the week has progressed, the pupils have enjoyed socialising as a whole 

group to complete both learning tasks and social games. We are also all excited to 

take part in Anti-Bullying Week activities in two weeks' time. Have a great weekend 

everyone! 

                

 

 

 

       

Neptune 

 

This week in Neptune we have had a great week. On Monday we celebrated 

Halloween, researching the history of Halloween and trick or treating. The boys also 

took a trip around the village to complete a Halloween themed treasure hunt. We 

have also looked in to why we celebrate November 5th as Bonfire night. 

 The boys have created their own film, acting out how the gunpowder plot began. 

They have enjoyed creating props and scenes to including their filming. We have 

linked this to our crime and punishment topic which the boys really enjoy.  

Neptune are currently in the process of creating versions of Tudor punishments for 

our display, they are getting very creative. 
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Orwell Class 

This week Orwell have reacclimatised to the return to school successfully after 

half term. We are coming to the end of our study of Macbeth, we are working 

on a newspaper report on the bloody events in the story. The boys have 

generated some good ideas and I look forward to the finished product. In maths 

we are working on our times tables and have been using a mixture of board 

gaming, Sum Dog and Kahoot to consolidate the learning. In science we 

investigated how energy is measured and stored in foods using the medium of 

some tinned goods. In History we have been learning about Christendom and 

Jerusalem and made some surprising discoveries about the history of this holy 

city.  

We had our first trip to Boulder Brighton on Wednesday where Charlie and 

Ronnie showed real prowess as agile and resilient climbers. I am looking forward 

to taking a bigger group next week and seeing more feats of mountaineering. On 

Friday we will be beginning our ASDAN programme, so watch this space. 

More detail and photos are available on Tapestry. 

 

  

Earth 

 

We have had a lovely start to the new term in Earth, we started the week 
with a Halloween themed day! We also had a delivery of new resources 
which the children have thoroughly enjoyed using this week. In maths 
this week, we have been learning about time, both on analogue and 
digital clocks. 
 
In English, we have started to look at the text ‘How to Wash A Woolly 
Mammoth’ and we will be using this to help us write some instructions.  
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