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Dear Parent/Carer,  

 

 

  
As you will be aware the World cup kicked off this week in Qatar. We had a large number of children who 
were interested in this so we held a World cup party on Monday afternoon for any pupils who wanted to 
watch some of the match. There was a great atmosphere with the pupils cheering and chanting. We got the 
pupils to keep track of the number of penalties as well as goals. We have also been learning more about 
Qatar and their culture and customs.   
  
 

Hopefully you will have received a link from Hazel Smith asking you about your attendance at our Christmas 
fair. We are doing this a bit differently this year as it will be after school on Friday 9th December 2pm til 3pm. 
It is important that we know who is coming as we will keep these pupils in school until you arrive.Please 
complete the form on the link below by Monday 28th November. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEhZwld7DoRtAu9_adsA7DItaeWjt6QTqyacNssM7l8GXHxA/vi
ewform  If you do not respond or you can’t make it then your child will return home in the taxi as normal at 
1:30pm. We thought that this would be a nice opportunity to do something Christmassy and to give you an 
opportunity to visit the school, whilst alleviating the anxiety for those pupils who find the amount of people 
difficult to cope with.   
  
 

You also should have received a message from your child’s class teacher inviting you to a meeting next week 
(either online or in person). If you have not arranged a time or date please get in touch. This is your 
opportunity to discuss their progress and learning in detail with the class staff.   
 
 

  
We have had a few parents who have had difficulty logging into Tapestry since the summer holiday and I 
have had to change their passwords. If you can’t access Tapestry at any point please contact the school 
office or email me directly on d.harry@brantridge-school.co.uk.  
 
 
 

Kind regards,  
 

Danielle Harry  
Vice Principal  
 
 
 

Friday, 25th November, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

INSET Day: Monday 28th November 2022 

End of term: Friday 16th December 2022 

First day Spring Term: Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEhZwld7DoRtAu9_adsA7DItaeWjt6QTqyacNssM7l8GXHxA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEhZwld7DoRtAu9_adsA7DItaeWjt6QTqyacNssM7l8GXHxA/viewform
mailto:d.harry@brantridge-school.co.uk
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Therapies and Interventions: Using PACE 

PACE is a way of communicating which we try to use in all of our interactions with pupils at school but it is 

also something that you can use at home as parents / carers. It was developed by Dr Dan Hughes (a clinical 

psychologist specialising in childhood trauma) as a central part of attachment-focused family therapy. It was 

created to help build safe, trusting, and meaningful relationships with children and young people who have 

experienced trauma. PACE is a way of thinking, feeling, communicating, and behaving that aims to make the 

child feel safe and build emotional connections.  

The four elements of PACE (playfulness, acceptance, curiosity, and empathy) are used together rather than 

in a step-by-step process to allow the adult to slow down, stay calm and tune in to the child’s experience. In 

turn, PACE helps children and young people to feel more connected to and understood and, ultimately, to 

slow down their own responses. Here are some tips about how you can use PACE at home… 

Playfulness… can diffuse tension and anger. Use your facial expressions or soften your tone of voice to 

show you are interested in what they are saying.  

Acceptance… means accepting the child even if we can’t accept the behaviour. This separates a behaviour 

being unacceptable or criticised from the child being criticised. Eg. “I’m disappointed by what you did, but I 

know you were really upset. It doesn’t change how much I care about you”. 

Curiosity… about what might be happening for them or what might have motivated a behaviour. Eg. “I’m 

thinking you’re a little nervous about going back to school today, and that’s why you don’t want to get ready 

this morning”. Good sentence starters for being curious include “I wonder if..”, “tell me if I’m getting this 

wrong…”, “ Could it be that…”.  

Empathy…means demonstrating that you know the experience is difficult for them and that you want to 

support them, that they won’t have to deal with it alone.  Eg. “You wanted to have another turn so badly. 

You were so excited about it and it’s so unfair that we ran out of time”. 

 

As with anything, it can take time to practice responding in a PACE way and it can feel counterintuitive but if 

you stick with it, you can start to see the benefits! Take Care, Lucy, Art Therapist.   

  

‘Idiom of the Week’ 

The ‘Idiom of the Week’ for the week 

beginning Monday 28stNovember is: 

‘You can say that again!’ 
(used to show that you completely agree 

with what someone has said). 
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Pluto 

In maths this week we have looking at solving word problems involving 

multiplication and division. We had to spot the key information to help us solve 

the problems. Using a range of equipment has helped us with this too. We have 

been very clever at this. As an extension to consolidate our learning we have 

been using the ‘Hit the Button’ game on the computers to extend our knowledge 

of multiplication and division understanding. 

During our DT lesson we had fun exploring different materials to work out which 

ones would be the best at making our Stone Age shelters. We had lots of fun 

testing the properties of the materials including pouring water on them to see if 

they were waterproof. This linked well with our science work on understanding 

the definitions of language associated with properties of materials. Lots of fun 

was had in our ‘Outdoor Learning’ session where we enjoyed making rafts out of 

natural materials and great teamwork was going on. 

Lots of other activities have been going on including working with our puppets 

Sam and Sally to talk about feelings and language associated with this. We came 

up with lots of vocabulary and we understood the meanings too 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Nova 

What a good week we have had in Nova class, we have learnt short division in maths. 

In English we have learnt about speech marks and started writing our own text using speech 

marks. 

In science we have continued our learning on rocks in particular looking at fossils, where we 

created our own fossils using coffee grounds. 

In history and geography, we looked at Stonehenge and played and classroom game on how 

they built Stonehenge. The boys then used blocks to build their own versions.  

 

we have had fun outdoors on bikes and scooters and enjoyed playing social games to build 

bonds with our peers 
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Zephaniah 

This week Zephaniah we have been using BIDMAS in maths and have had great fun devising 

problems for each other to solve! 

In English we have written emotive diary entries from the point of view of Lady Macbeth- we 

used lots of figurative language techniques and created dark emotions within the piece. 

In DT we continued to work on our sections of the Bayeaux Tapestry. On Thursday we went 

to K” for PE lessons in gymnastics which we love and are making good progress. 

We played really nicely together with grammar board games where we listened and took 

turns really well 

On Friday as part of our ASDAN course work we celebrated St Andrew’s day with a food 

tasting session which we finished off the cultural learning sessions with a Kahoot to check 

our understanding. 

  

All available on Tapestry 

    

Jupiter 

We have researched and written our own newspapers. 

In art, we have drawn with charcoal and found out different ways to use charcoal.  

In maths, Jupiter have continued working on converting time.  

The boys have worked hard in computing. They have been focusing on coding.  

We had a very exciting time in food tech.  

The boys were making brownie mug cakes and other various interesting foods.  

Well done on all your hard work. 
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Titan 

                  

Another busy week in Titan! We focused our learning on money in maths – the pupils 

thoroughly enjoyed playing a shop game, where they were given a certain amount of 

money and decided whether they could afford the things they wanted form the shop.   

In English, we have continued with reading our class book, as well as looking at some 

bizarre laws throughout history as a reading comprehension activity.   

Clip and Climb was a certain success this week as the pupils were allowed to use ‘The 

Leap of Faith’ and ‘Stairwell to heaven’ as part of their challenges – everyone loved the 

challenges. 

 

 

 

 

Saturn 

This week we have been working on multiplication, looking at Arrays. The children used cubes 

to create rectangles and described them. They had to decide whether the shape was able to 

ride the rays, which was two blocks wide. They were all able to say why an odd number could 

not ride the rays and explain that it needed to be a rectangle. In science we looked at healthy 

eating. We tried different fruits and vegetables and made our own sandwiches. We explored 

Africa and made some African landmarks. We saw some links to previous learning included in 

their model making. We had a session of bikes and scooters which was great fun, we raced 

each other and showed great balance and co-ordination.  

Our Buckingham Palace role play area took on a new role as a train station, the boys enjoyed 

role playing where they were going, discussing tracking Big Foot and using a map to locate him 
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Galaxy 

   Galaxy bought, prepared and served the food for England’s first game of Qatar 22. 

This was a great success. Enjoyed by all and not a crumb left, well perhaps some on 

the floor. 

Galaxy boys will be using a new maths and English program called Prodigy. All boys have 

their own personal username and password, which will be e-mailed home so the boys 

can access it all times. 

We have started the Christmas countdown. Our Art Room being the first to get 

festive.  

 
 

Only 30 days ‘til Christmas. 

HO! HO! HO! 

 

 

HO! HO! HO! 

 

 

 

       

Earth 

We have had a lovely week in Earth, we started our week with a wonderful ‘World Cup Party’, 

watching England play all together. In our horse riding session this week, we split into two 

groups and learnt all about how to groom a horse whilst the other children were using skills 

they’d learnt in week 1 and 2 to get their horse to ‘walk on’ to a specific place. In Science 

this week we have been investigating friction and we used our bikes and scooters session to 

test how the friction caused by different surfaces impacted how our bikes and scooters 

moved. In phonics we’ve continued to focus on single sounds      
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Orwell Class 

This week Orwell class have enjoyed more of Louis Sachar’s classic, Holes. The boys have been 

exploring expanded noun phrases in relation to the setting of the book (the Texas desert). In maths 

we have upped our multiplicati0on game through maths ludo and trialling a “no pens” maths lesson. In 

history we continued to learn about the Holy Wars and the boys used their powers of inference and 

persuasion to design some excellent crusader recruitment posters. We had a very successful science 

lesson where we investigated how insulati0on affects energy transfer through heating. Aiden and 

Charlie made some great scientific connections and were able to set up the investigation beautifully. 

 

Climbing at Boulder Brighton went very well with Aiden testing himself and showing real determination 

in his climbing. The joint visit with Zephaniah class was enjoyed by all. The boys had a successful 

outdoor learning session that saw them learning to whittle various shapes. We are looking forward to 

introducing the boys to Scottish fayre, as part of our ASDAN programme, tomorrow morning. 

 

Pictures and details on Tapestry. 

Neptune 

 

This week in Neptune we have enjoyed The Highway Man - the boys have been annotating the poem, looking 

at the language and devices used to infer what characters are feeling and experiencing. This has been great 

as they have worked well together as a team to improve their communication skills.  

We have also focused on factors, multiples and prime number this week, again working as a team to solve 

problems. The boys have also enjoyed walking and spending time outside splashing in puddles around the 

village. A brilliant week for all.    
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Outdoor Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week in outdoor learning we have been creating stick rafts to that would 

hopefully float in the main puddles that have appeared in the outdoor learning 

area. The boys became very creatative with lots of brilliant lashing and knot 

tying
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