
BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN                     
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

You may remember me mentioning in earlier Bulletins that the school has this year introduced ‘Monster 

Phonics’ as our school phonics scheme. Senior staff looked at various phonics schemes that are currently 

available and made the decision that this scheme was the best one for our pupils and their particular needs. 

Knowing how important it is for children to have the same approach at home as well as in school we were 

keen to share with you online access to this material so that you as parents can have a clear understanding 

of how we are teaching phonics here and that you can hopefully reiterate the same approach when you 

support your child’s reading at home. 

This link https://monsterphonics.com/guide-to-reading-monster-phonics-books/ gives you some useful 

background information regarding ‘Monster Phonics’ as well as some helpful resources. The details that you 

will need are: Username: parent@brantridge-school.co.uk 

Password: BrantridgeSchool*2022 

We recognise that for many of you your children are far beyond this stage, but for those of you whose 

children would benefit from this approach we hope that this information is helpful. Even for those of you 

whose children have progressed further with their reading, I would encourage you to try to read to your 

children regularly and listen to them read to you. I know that this isn’t always easy, and you will know your 

child best in terms of when and how to do this. Children having a fluency in reading is foundational to 

accessing learning in general. Thank you to those of you who persevere with this. 

 

Today class teacher Claire Mitchison begins her maternity leave. We wish her well. 

 

I hope you have a good half term break. School re-opens on Monday, 31st October. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Principal. 

Friday, 21st October, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

Half term: 24th October to 28th October 2022 

INSET Day: Monday 28th November 2022 

End of term: 16th December 2022 
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Therapies and Interventions 

During this half term, the pupils have been developing their understanding of emotions 

and strategies to help with emotional regulation, using The Zones of Regulation 

program. If you’re not sure what this is, please have a look at the information on our 

website:  

https://brantridgeschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/The-Zones-of-Regulation-

at-Brantridge-School-19.5.22.pdf 

I wonder if your child can tell you what Zone they are in and why…. 

Please let him know what helps YOU to regulate YOUR emotions, 

e.g. 1. When sleepy in the mornings, you might have a cup of tea or coffee, breakfast, a 

shower and / or stretch or exercise to wake yourself up. 

e.g. 2. When worried, you might take some deep breaths, talk to someone about your 

concerns and / or take up a hobby to help you relax. 

 

Games to Play  

1. ‘Spot the Zone’ – When watching the television who can identify which Zone a 

character is in. 

2. ‘Zone Zumba’ – The adult says a Zone (Blue, Green, Yellow or Red) and you both 

mime an emotion you might feel when in that Zone. Then it’s the child’s turn to 

name a Zone for you both to act out. 

3. ‘Opposite Emotions’ – The adult says an emotion and the child has to think of the 

opposite emotion e.g. happy & sad, excited & bored. 

4. ‘Similar Meanings’ – How many words can you both think of which mean ‘happy’, 

‘sad’, ‘scared’ or ‘tired’? e.g. Happy = thrilled, delighted, pleased, joyful, jolly etc. 

Have fun and enjoy the holidays! 

Best wishes 

Cath Mattison, Head of Therapies 

 
‘Idiom of the Week’ 

The ‘Idiom of the Week’ for the week 

beginning Monday 31st October is: 

‘Under the weather’ 
’meaning ‘feeling unwell’. 

https://brantridgeschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/The-Zones-of-Regulation-at-Brantridge-School-19.5.22.pdf
https://brantridgeschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/The-Zones-of-Regulation-at-Brantridge-School-19.5.22.pdf
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Pluto 

 

This week we have looking at working hard on telling the time using o’clock, half-past, 

quarter to and quarter past. We had a lot of fun timing ourselves completing different 

activities finding out if our guesses were correct or not. From this we could say how 

many seconds are in a minute, how many minutes are in a day, how many hours are in a 

day and how many days in a week. 

 

Our outdoor learning session was fun where the children made many creative things 

using a range of natural resources. The children co-operated well with each other and 

gave praise willingly. They could talk in detail about what they were doing. 

 

Over the week we have developed our letter writing skills to write an informal letter to 

Cath thanking her for all her help. We learnt what features should go in an informal 

letter and successfully practised using these. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nova 

 

Some wonderfully calm and focused learning this week. Our days have started 

superbly- engaged, willing and positive in our independent learning which is 

incredible.  

 In maths, we have been developing our number recognition as well as time 

telling skills.  We have progressed really well to be able to identify where and 

how the minutes are represented on the clock face with increasing accuracy.  In 

English, we have done some poetry, focusing on limericks.  The boys have been 

super in identifying rhyming words and are starting to structure sentences to 

use these special words at the end of the appropriate sentences.   

Well done Nova! 
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Zephaniah 

This week has been a great week in Zephania Class with regards to progress. We have been learning 

powers and roots in maths and all boys made fantastic progress, it has been lovely to witness the 

engagement as well as teamwork where the boys have voluntarily helped and supported each other. 

Everyone made individual progress. In English this week we planned and wrote informal letters from 

Macbeth to Lady Macbeth relaying the Witches prophecies, the vocabulary and detail of these has been 

great and the writing has been good.On Monday, we joined up with Orwell Class and went to Cuckmere 

Haven for a geography field trip where we located the different features of a river. We played river bingo 

which helped us to locate features including Ox bow, tributaries, an estuary as well as chalk cliffs once we 

arrived at the beach. After a picnic we made our way back along the river ready to catch the mini bus 

home, it was a great day that really consolidated our topic learning for this half term. 

Back in class we have created dioramas showing the features that we have found. 

On Wednesday, we had our final bouldering session, we have really enjoyed this opportunity to try out a 

new sport and gain new skills and we are looking forward to gymnastics next half term. 

In science this week, as the finale to our forces topic, we tested drag by creating and timing different 

shapes made from plasticine as they fell through wallpaper paste (this slowed the process allowing us to 

time accurately) 

On Thursday we joined West Sussex Music again and practiced tempo and rhythm as well as learning the 

words to a new song, we really enjoyed this and all boys were active participants. 

A fantastic end to a very busy half term- have a great week 

 

 

 

 

       

Jupiter 

 

 

Jupiter have had a very busy week. 

In English, we have been working on the holes book and Stanley’s arrest.  

The Boys became news reporters to deliver the news of the arrest.  

In maths, Jupiter have worked on division and have completed many tasks/ games.  

Jupiter have learnt about the highwayman, used different marks and resources in art 

to make our own towns/forests and have had experiments about dissolving.  

Well done Jupiter. 
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Titan 

 

In Titan this week we have revisited some prior learning that the pupils need 

consolidating. In maths, we have looked at Roman Numerals – the pupils had a few 

activities this week to help them secure the knowledge, for e.g. matching numbers to 

Roman Numerals, a code breaking activity where the pupils had to use subtraction and 

addition of Roman Numerals to find the letter, as well as adding/subtracting using 

Roman Numerals. We talked about where we can find and see Roman Numerals too.  

In English, we focused on out class reader, Holes, and we worked as a whole class to 

predict what the story is about, as well as discussing setting and characters.  

The pupils made pizzas in Food tech on Tuesday, which they all enjoyed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Saturn 

 

We have had another fantastic week in Saturn where the boys continue to show their 

curiosity, problem solving and resilience. Imagination and curiosity has led to us 

make predictions about items that float and sink. Creating a wonderful hedgehog 

hotel (with a smaller hoglet entrance and an added Ferris wheel for decoration)!  

The children worked together to create a swimming pool which they added water 

slides too, carefully placing and testing them to ensure the water flowed correctly. 

There was cement mixing to secure bridges, banks and water shoots and some 

excellent collaboration, communication and team work skills. 

 Our maths focus this week has been on periods of time, in science we created food 

chains and our phonics learning is helping us to blend and segment sounds for 

reading and writing. A lovely week, I hope you all have a great half term break. 
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Galaxy   

A really positive week for Galaxy. Three boys have shown some enthusiasm for reading this week, which is a 

good step forward in our way of learning. We have a new TA with us and she has bought out the artistic side 

in our boys magnificently. Magnet fishing amongst the boys has taken off. Loved by all who participate.  

On Tuesday two boys visited Clayton Tunnel near Pyecombe. This was the scene of a fatal train crash in 1861 

and the tunnel is reputed to be haunted by a ghost named ‘Charlie’. The owner of the property happily 

opened his doors to us and gave us all a lovely tour around his land. The boys were very respectful and asked 

a lot of relevant questions. The owner (Dave) was impressed by our boy’s knowledge of the crash. On leaving 

Dave gave me a business card and said if any other boys from Brantridge would like a visit, they would be 

more than welcome to come in the springtime.  

 

                

 

 

 

       

Neptune 

 

This week in Neptune, the boys enjoyed exploring the local area on our weekly 

Wellbeing Walk and jumping around in some big puddles. We had an active week 

playing sports such as tennis, basketball and badminton as well as enjoying our time 

playing on bikes and scooters. However, the pinnacle of the week has to be our 

school trip to a local farm to pick some pumpkins (some GIANT pumpkins).  

 

With our pumpkins we have created some awesome carvings with scary faces for 

Halloween and with the spare some delicious pumpkin soup and pie. It has been 

great to watch the boys' friendships grow this week, and we look forward to this 

continuing. 
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Orwell Class 

This week Orwell class enjoyed a great day out to Cuckmere Haven as part of 

our geographical investigation into rivers and coastlines. The location did not 

disappoint with an abundance of natural, and man-made geographical features. 

The Orwell rap was completed by some of the boys who picked up the link 

between creating rhyming verses and our study of Shakespeare’s Macbeth. The 

boys were also able to slip into the character of Lady Macbeth and created 

some inspired informal letters of apology from Lady Macbeth to Macbeth.  

In maths we have made good progress with column multiplication and are also 

getting a morning times table practise in c/o The Daily Ten.  

We began a new geography topic this week, weather and climate and the boys 

were able to reflect on the difference between these two phenomena and their 

impact on everyday life.  

We are approaching the last day of this half term happily and will be having a 

Halloween themed day of fun in Orwell class to mark the great start that Orwell 

boys have made.  

More detail and photos are available on Tapestry. 

 

  

Earth 

 

We have had a lovely end to our first term in Earth class this week. In 
maths, we have started looking at time, so please do continue to 
investigate this at home!  
 
We have had some fantastic treat times this week, visiting the all weather 
pitch, going to outdoor learning & playing on the new Activall Boards. 
 
Have a lovely break and we look forward to seeing you after half term! 
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Outdoor Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

This week in outdoor learning the boys discovered  that a pine cone was the fruit of a Fir Tree 

and that in the outdoor learning area there were more trees that produced fruit like Acorns from 

an Oak and Chestnuts from the Sweet Chestnut tree, we also identified that not all fruit from 

trees can be eaten!  We then used the pine cones to make spiders and then if the they wanted to 

they could become a spider and spin a web around the outdoor learning. 

Orwell & Zephaniah classes have continued to work towards their 

John Muir Award with a bit of discovering – many minibeasts and 

a hornet 

 

Year 7 

The John Muir Award 
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