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Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we mentioned in last week’s bulletin, Monday 10th was ‘World Mental Health’ day. Rather than try to 

squeeze all the activities into just that day we have had various sessions focusing on this vital area 

throughout the week. Mary Townsend our Mental Health Advisor summarised the activities: 

 

“Many of us wore yellow on Monday for #HelloYellow to show our support and raise awareness for young 

people’s mental health. Each class has been involved in a discussion about what our pupils know about 

mental health so far, which has prompted many conversations about what affects our mental health. In 

younger classes we have had treasure hunts around the classroom, whilst in our older groups we have been 

thinking about what can improve our mental health and have expressed these ideas in drawings. We have 

also had some fun with yellow themed photobooth props!” 

 

There has been great excitement this week, as our two new Activall boards arrived for all the pupils to use. 

The Activall boards are interactive exercise boards designed to support pupils with regulation, fitness, 

coordination and socialising. The boards have been available at lunch breaks and have been used 

dynamically by staff to help pupils to regulate and to use during reward time. The pupils have been really 

positive and excited about using them this week. The link to the Activall website is below for you to have a 

look! https://www.activall.co.uk/ 

 

 

Have a good weekend. 

 

Dafydd Roberts. 

Principal. 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 14th October, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

Half term: 24th October to 28th October 2022 

INSET Day: Monday 28th November 2022 

End of term: 16th December 2022 

 

https://www.activall.co.uk/
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Therapies and Interventions 

Occupational Therapy by Dana Turner 

Fine motor skills 

Fine motor skills are the ability to make movements using the small muscles in your hands and wrists. 

Children need these skills to do their daily activities such as fastening buttons, handwriting, opening 

packets or tying shoelaces for example.  If fine motor skills are not developed in early years, functional 

tasks become difficult. Fine motor skills include developing a ‘pincer grasp’ which is the coordination 

of the index finger and thumb to hold an item. 

 

 

A pincer grasp normally typically develops at around 9 months of age. 

Children with special needs have sometimes not developed fine motor 

skills. Any delays in developing fine motor skills can be worked on in 

occupational therapy and at school. Ideas for home to support your child 

can include; 

Giant Tweezers or a clothes peg - Pick up items using tweezers or the peg. 

Items can include cotton wool balls or screwed up balls of paper or foil  

       
Threading - use cotton reels and laces, dried pasta tubes and wool, large beads (or  
drinking/craft straws cut into pieces) and buttons onto thinner laces, lacing cards (or a  
piece of card with holes punched into it). 
 
Repetition is key to helping the development of skills whilst also developing use of both sides of the 
body for bilateral coordination and ultimately functional skills.  

 

 

 
‘Idiom of the Week’ 

The ‘Idiom of the Week’ for the week 

beginning Monday 10th October is: 

‘hit the hay’ / hit the sack’ 
’meaning ‘I’m going to bed’. 
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Pluto 

 

This week we have looking at working hard on recognising 3D shapes. We have 

explored them practically and identified their properties. In the classroom we found real 

life examples of these shapes too. 

The ‘Martial Arts’ session this week again went well, with the boys trying a new range 

of exciting activities. They participated well, took turns, and listened very carefully to 

instructions. They had lots of fun and improved their skills by working together and they 

demonstrated much confidence in the tasks they tackled. 

Our social communication session was fun with lots of scenarios to think about where 

we discuss how characters were feeling and what we could do to help. We linked this to 

the ‘Zones of regulation’ and thought about things to do to help to get back to the green 

zone. 

It was exciting and fun to work with the bikes and scooters in order to improve our 

balance and develop new skills. We worked well together as a class and gave praise 

willingly to our peers. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nova 

 

A wonderful and progressive week in Nova.  We have made some excellent 

progress in identifying lines of symmetry in a number of different contexts and 

methods.  Our paper plane making really helped our understanding- being able to 

see the line of symmetry and work towards it, ensuring that both sides are 

identical was really useful.  We made some nice posters to say "thank you" to a 

local resident who let us pick some apples from his trees.  The boys showed a 

good understanding of the features and organisational devices needed for a 

poster and also wrote some lovely kind words to support it.  Some good focus 

and effort, well done. 
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Zephaniah 

This week in Zephaniah Class we have been very busy creating some amazing writing in English where we 

have used a range of devices to write our own version of a scene from Macbeth, we have all made 

fantastic progress and enjoyed lots of fun activities such as conscience alley, role on the wall and drama to 

help us to set the scene, create word banks to help us find interesting words and phrases. 

In maths we have been learning to multiply decimals and to divide to 2 and 3 decimal places, again 

wonderful progress has been made by all. 

In music, we learned a new song and drumming rhythm, for PE we went back to our penultimate 

bouldering session which was great because lots of the climbing walls have been changed so we got to try 

out new challenges. 

In history, we are learning about the feudal system under the Normans and in geography we have been 

creating models of the river system and terms ready for our field trip on Monday. 

In DT we made a great start on our appliqued version of the Bayeaux Tapestry where we cut out the 

figures for our scenes ready to start sewing next week. 

Another busy week- all available to view on Tapestry 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Jupiter 

 

 

 

This week, Jupiter have been working on reports about Tudor crime and 
punishment. They had come up with some great titles, introductions, subheadings 
and pictures. Within their reports, they have added some fantastic facts. 
 
 
 In Maths, we have been playing some multiplication games and learning about 
inverse operations. We have had some fun making circuits to see how insulators and 
heat conductors work, making some fantastic meals with noodles which has 
involved adding them to wraps and finding out some interesting facts on Tudor 
crime and punishment. Well done, Jupiter. 
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 Titan 

 

We have had a very busy week in Titan! The pupils have been learning about ways of 

punishments throughout the History. We have read a text together on different types 

of historical punishments and after, the pupils had to answer a few questions from the 

text to check understanding.  

In Maths, we have carried on with Place value, as well as problem solving this week 

using Star Wars as a theme. Alongside this, the pupils have completed their daily 

maths challenges, some time tables, division, as well as additions and subtractions.  

The session the class had with Mary on Mental Health, proved to be an engaging and 

successful one, where the pupils expressed their views on why being aware of mental 

health is so important.  

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturn 

This week Saturn have continued to learn and develop through play.  They have enjoyed creating mountains 

and volcanoes in the sandpit. Linking this play to geography and how volcanoes work and different shapes 

mountains can form.  They enjoyed digging a rectangle shape swimming pool in the sand and discussing how 

deep it should be. Linking with their current leaning in maths about the names and properties of 2D shapes. 

They used 2D shape to make pictures. Saturn showed good team working skills to build both the swimming 

pool and the mountains in the sand.  They showed they could listen to each other’s points of view and help 

develop and extend one another’s ideas.  This week they have continued to develop their phonetic 

knowledge by reading, writing graphemes and hearing words in a song with the sound they were learning 

that day.  In Art they looked at what the horizon line was and created sunset pictures of an African Savannah 

with paints and glitter.  They then added the animals they had created using different prints to the image.  In 

History they continued with the theme of aviation and learnt about the piolet Amy Johnson who was the 

first women to fly solo to Australia. They enjoyed using the Atlas mat and a toy plane with sting to plot the 

route she flew.  
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Galaxy   

https://youtu.be/EBOwzlMzy6A 

Please click the above link to check out Brantridge’s new fitness/stress buster. All 

Galaxy boys have really enjoyed doing this. Some have even snuck in at 9am to try and 

beat their previous best score. This has been a great addition to, not only Galaxy boys, 

 

but the whole school. Also a few students have taken part in one of the students ghost 

videos. This student wrote, directed and edited the video which has been uploaded 

onto Tapestry. The students got along well with each other and exchanged ideas. 

 

                

 

 

 

       

Neptune 

 

This week in Neptune we have focused on alternate endings of our class book. The 

boys were very creative with their writing and enjoyed reading each other's work. We 

have also continued our theme of Autumn in art which the boys are really enjoying - 

this week we painted a poem - the boys read a poem about Autumn and painted 

what they read about. We are looking at building our self-esteem during our PSHE 

sessions, the boys have enjoyed leading small sessions throughout the week to build 

their confidence. The boys have also started to write and film a short video about 

having confidence, pride and self-esteem. The boys have also enjoyed some time at 

the park and bikes and scooters. They have enjoyed their week and we look forward 

to the last week of half term! 

 

 

                       

 

       

https://youtu.be/EBOwzlMzy6A
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Orwell Class 

This week Orwell class have been learning about rhyming in English through 

continuing our study of Macbeth with a link to Rap as a modern way of using 

rhyme impactfully. We are currently working on an Orwell Rap!  

In maths we have made good progress in multiplication and there has been a lot 

of competitive activity on Sum Dog, in and out of school hours, which is great. 

We learnt about reducing drag in science in a practical investigation where the 

journey of various shapes of plasticine through wallpaper paste was studied and 

scientific conclusions drawn.  

We had our first Food Tech lesson, and the boys engaged beautifully and made 

some delicious cheese twists which were a bit too tasty to make it home in some 

cases!  

In history we researched the feudal system through play Medievalopoly™, a 

medieval version of the well-known property buying board game.  

There has been some excellent behaviour in class from two of our Orwell pupils 

which will be celebrated in assembly on Friday.  

More detail and photos are available on Tapestry. 

 

  

Earth 

 

We have had a lovely week in Earth class this week! We have continued with our 
learning on shape. We have been discussing properties of shape, investigating the 
corners and sides. We have been arranging them into different groups. We have 
also continued with our phonics and reading!  
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Outdoor Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Monday being Mental Health Awareness Day we chatted about how being outside makes 

them feel?  

 

Orwell & Zephaniah classes have continued to work towards their 

John Muir Award 

 

Year 7 

The John Muir Award 
 

Calm 

Good 
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