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Dear Parent/Carer, 

As throughout the whole nation, there is a sadness 

within the school community this morning with the 

news of the passing of our Queen. Our staff will be 

speaking to the children both today and in the coming days about the significance of her passing, as well as 

celebrating her incredible life and reign.  

We hope that you and your family have had a good summer and that your child has settled back into school 

well this week.  

We as staff started back on Thursday, 1st September for the first of two INSET days last week. Various 

training took place, but it is worth sharing with you that the first INSET day was given over to phonics 

training. As you will be aware phonic development is at the heart of learning to read and supporting our 

children in reading and in becoming fluent readers is foundational to preparing our pupils for adulthood. 

A team of staff last term, led by Danielle Harry looked at various phonics schemes to choose one which 

would be the most suitable for our pupils. They chose a scheme called Monster Phonics which will be used 

throughout the school. Staff received training on how the scheme works and how best to deliver it and will 

be really beneficial to our children. Of course, there are many of our pupils who’s reading has progressed 

beyond the phonic stage and will not need this support. There will be more about this approach in future 

bulletins. 

Those of you who were with us last year will be familiar with our online learning approach via Tapestry. For 

the benefit of those of you who are new to our school Tapestry is an online learning journal that we use to 

share with parents and carers what we have been doing in school. It links to the national curriculum so that 

we can monitor progress, as well as using it to share reports with you. It also has the facility for 

parents/carers to post their own observations so that we can see how they have continued learning and 

engaging in things at home. All new parents/carers should have received an invitation to set up a password. 

If you would like someone else to have access or you haven’t received this, please let Danielle Harry 

d.harry@brantridge-school.co.uk know. It is essential that we have permission from you for this. This can be 

either for individual photos or group photos which will mean that our staff can share group and whole class 

work.  Please ensure Susie George in our office, has this from you. You can find more information about 

Tapestry on Tapestry.   

Finally, just a reminder that all of you should have an email each Friday from your child’s class teacher, 

summarizing your child’s week. If for whatever reason that does not come through, please do contact the 

school as we are keen to ensure that this communication works effectively. 

Have a good weekend. 

 

Dafydd Roberts. 

Principal. 

Friday, 9th September, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

Half term: 24th October to 28th October 2022 

INSET Day: Monday 28th November 2022 

End of term: 16th December 2022 

 

mailto:d.harry@brantridge-school.co.uk
https://tapestry.info/
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Welcome back! With so many new pupils in the school, some of the boys have been recapping 

what they know about friendships. The questions below have been interesting discussion topics 

and could be re-visited in discussions at home: 

 Could I be friends with someone who looks different to me? 

 Does it matter if I only have one or two friends? 

 Do friendships change over time or stay the same? 

 How do I become someone’s friend? 

 What are the qualities of a good friend? 

 Does it matter if I love football but my friend doesn’t like it and won’t play it? 

 Could I be friends with a girl? 

 Is it okay to be friends with an adult who is not in my family?  

 Why could this be dangerous and what should I do if an adult wants to be my friend? 

 What is the difference between a friend and someone being friendly?  

 

This topic has already generated some great discussions about respecting others who are 

different to us, the importance of being kind, bullying, ‘stranger danger’ and keeping yourself 

safe. At home, can your child recall the qualities of a good friend? 

 

 Best wishes  

Cath Mattison 

Clinical Lead, Speech and Language Therapist  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

‘Idiom of the Week’ 

The ‘Idiom of the Week’ for the week beginning 

Monday12thSeptember is: 

‘bump into’   e.g. “It was a big surprise to 

bump into your old teacher today.” I wonder if 

your child would remember what ‘bump into’ 

means if you used this idiom at home...  
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Pluto 

 

This week in Pluto class we have been finding out facts about life in ‘Stone Age’ times 

which links nicely to our English work, where we have been reading a fun new text 

‘How to wash a Woolly Mammoth’. In maths we have been extending our 

understanding of place value through working on a range of problems. After looking 

carefully at some ‘Stone Age ‘artwork we have used paint and charcoal creatively in 

order to make some colourful ‘Stone Age’ artwork. Lots of other learning has been 

going on too across the curriculum.  

 

We have had a lot of fun exploring our learning and it has been lovely getting to know 

the children and work with the team at Brantridge School.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nova 

 

What a busy first week back for the boys of Nova class, we have had 

some great social play getting to know our new class and the attitude 

towards most of the learning has been superb.  The progress made in 

phonics and times tables has been really impressive even in this short 

time and our development of our expanded nouns has been marvellous.   

 

In maths we have been learning to read and write numbers up to 1000 in 

both numerals and words.  The boys have shown really good links between 

their phonological knowledge, skills and understanding and their maths.   

Keep working hard boys.  
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Zephaniah 

 

A great start to the new school year for the year 7 boys in Zephania Class! We have 

all settled in brilliantly and started to build new friendships and work together on 

exciting projects as part of our WOW week start. 

On Monday, we started our new topic, learning about the Norman conquest. We held 

a mock election to act as the Witan council and voted King Harold to the throne. 

On Tuesday, we went off to Lewes Castle to learn about Motte and Bailey castles 

first hand before returning to school on Wednesday and creating a model of our own. 

We have also made shields and armor and learned about the battle of Hastings 

through lots of fun, immersive activities.  

On Friday we are making model Manganel catapults in DT all ready for our medieval 

tournament next Wednesday! 

All available on tapestry! 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Jupiter 

 

Welcome back Jupiter!  This term, we have started with our WOW week. Our topic is 

crime and punishment, so we have had loads of activities around this. We had a escape 

room. The boys had some maths/English and practical making activities to complete to 

get out. On Tuesday, there was a ‘murder’ in class and we had to work out who killed 

the member of staff. The boys worked out who it was and then realised there was a 

theft in class 😊. On Wednesday, we ended up going to jail and court. The boys 

looked lovely in their judges wig. To end the week, we have played Cluedo and made 

our own human Cluedo games. Well done.  
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Titan 

This week the Titan class have come together as a new class and learning 

about one and other and building on new connections and hopefully 

friendships. It’s been a week of having the class getting use to their new 

Class mates and surroundings. 

 

 In the mornings, the boys have been getting on with the morning routines 

of completing their reading from their new books they have chosen, as 

well as doing maths in their books and English work. 

The afternoons this week have consisted of the boys doing some fun 

activities from cartoon drawings, car kits, and some sporty games. It’s 

been nice to have all the boys back and we all look forward to having a 

great term. 
 

       

 

Saturn 

 

What a fantastic first week we have had! It has been wonderful welcoming your 

children back to school, some existing pupils and some new. We have enjoyed self-

directed learning which has been underpinned by our topic of Inventors and Explorers 

and looking at different modes of transport, including bicycles and the first airplane.  

Children explored bicycles and using the story ‘Mrs Armitage on Wheels ‘by Quentin 

Blake they have designed their own fabulous inventions. We had a great science 

session where we went on a minibeast hunt and even found a toad in our quest! The 

children were very excited about this.  We’ve seen some excellent play skills and 

positive relationship building. 
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Galaxy 

 

This week in Galaxy, the focus has been on settling back into routines, 

expectations and welcoming our new staff and pupils. The pupils took part 

in a Community meeting, setting rules and expectations for the new 

provision and were keen to make use of all of the new resources 

purchased in the Summer, including our new IT suite, Library, art room 

and basketball machine. 

 

The focus next week will be on setting self-managed learning targets for 

the term and working towards our long-term life goals! 
 

 

 

 

 

       

Neptune 

 

We have had a good week here in Neptune creating new 

friendships and getting to know each other. The boys have spent 

time this week playing team games and creating artwork. The 

boys have taken a great interest in their new book "Holes" and 

are really enjoying discovering characters through the chapters. 

Our new topics are Space, Crime and Punishment and Enough for 

Everyone - all topics the boys have taken a great interest to this 

week. We look forward to continuing to build relationships and 

developing our knowledge this term.  
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Welcome to Orwell Class. 

This week was our 1st Wow Week where we learnt about the Norman Conquest 

of England, and visited Lewes Castle for a real flavour of life in medieval times. 

We dressed up as Normans, saw some real-life artifacts and operated a Norman 

crane.   

We designed a medieval castle from Lego paying close attention to the 

improvements that the Normans made to ensure that enemies were kept at bay. 

One of Orwell Class even completed his Norman shield in readiness for next 

Wednesday’s tournament. Go to Tapestry to see the many lovely pictures of our 

school trip to Lewes Castle.   

 

       

Earth 

 

We have had a wonderful first week in Earth Class! The boys have settled in 

brilliantly. We have spent this week in maths looking at place value, particularly 

looking at the value of each digit. We have been playing tens and ones games and 

become more fluent in identifying each number. 

In English, we have started looking at some sentence rules and identifying when we 

need to use a space between characters. We have also completed our handwriting 

repetition activities every day! 

In topic, we have completed our KWL grid for our new Stone Age Topic and we look 

forward to learning about it in more detail. 
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