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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We are delighted that our Speech and Language Therapist (SALT) and Head of Therapies, Mrs Cath Mattison 

is joining the school’s Senior Leadership, initially for the next 12 months. We have always understood that to 

best support our pupils that it needs educationalists, behaviour specialists and therapists to work together 

to provide the best support possible to our pupils. Cath joining the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) is a 

reflection to that commitment. 

For those of you who are relatively new to the school the SLT here consists of Danielle Harry (Vice Principal), 

Gio de Lucia (Head of Behaviour), Rob Chowns (Designated Safeguarding Lead), myself and now Cath 

Mattison. 

Cath has been with us since February and has been leading our team of therapists – Dana Turner 

(Occupational Therapist), Lucy Shaw (Art Therapist) and Zoe Constantine (Therapy Assistant). As well as 

carrying out her role as a SALT and leading this team she has also introduced the weekly puppet show which 

your child may well have mentioned. This puppet show, which takes place every Monday morning, is hugely 

popular amongst the children, seeks to support the pupils’ understanding of non-literal language, social 

communication and understanding of emotions. 

Cath will also be taking the lead in the development of our ‘trauma-informed therapy’ approach. You may 

remember me noting last year that we spent part of two INSETS learning more about this important aspect 

and we look forward to progressing things further under Cath’s guidance. 

I know that many of you have met Cath in our last two Open days, but do contact her should you have any 

questions about the Therapy provision which we have here at Brantridge c.matthison@brantridge-

school.co.uk 

I also wanted to ensure that you are all receiving your weekly email from the school each Friday? I am aware 

that there can sometimes be various issues when it comes to IT. Each of you should be receiving an email 

from your child’s teacher, summarising your child’s week which then of course provides you with an 

opportunity to email back if you have further questions or comments. Our understanding is that this is 

working smoothly, so please do contact us if that is not the case for you. 

Have a good weekend, 

Dafydd Roberts, 

Prinicpal 

 

Friday, 30th September, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

Half term: 24th October to 28th October 2022 

INSET Day: Monday 28th November 2022 

End of term: 16th December 2022 

 

mailto:c.matthison@brantridge-school.co.uk
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Therapies and Interventions 
 

Dear parents/carers,  

This week we wanted to give you a mindfulness 

strategy to try at home… 

 Spidey Senses  

The calming effects of mindfulness can help children to develop greater impulse 

control, allowing them to take the time to think about and question their thoughts 

before reacting.  

Asking your child to turn on their Spidey sense to notice the things around them is a 

fun mindfulness exercise. Ask them to switch their senses up to a superpower level 

for a few minutes, just like Spiderman. In this moment, – What can they hear? – What 

can they see? – What can they taste? – What can they smell? – What can they feel?  

Some older children might prefer just to list 5 things they can see, 4 they can hear, 3 

they can feel, 2 they can smell and 1 they can taste.  

Take Care, Lucy  

Art Therapist  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Idiom of the Week’ 

The ‘Idiom of the Week’ for the week 

beginning Monday 3rd October is: 

‘A little birdie told me….’ 
meaning ‘I’ve heard a rumour….’. I 

wonder if your child would remember 

what this means if you used this idiom 

at home...  
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Nova 

 

Some of the attitude to learning this week has been utterly superb.  The 

engagement and willingness to try and challenge themselves has been incredible.  

We have been developing our knowledge, skills and understanding of subtracting 1, 

2, 3 and 4 digit numbers from 4 digit numbers, with increasing accuracy and 

precision.  In English we have been exploring formal language, what it is and why 

and when we would use it.  We visited a local manor house’s grounds where they 

have an orchard, we discussed why we might speak more formally to the owners 

when asking if we can pick some apples.  It was a lovely walk where we discussed 

land use and how if we were in the Stone Age, what parts of our natural 

environment would be helpful to us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Pluto 

 

This week we have been busy gathering new facts to use in our factual report on ‘Stone 

Age’ times. We have learnt lots of topic related vocabulary which we know the meaning 

to as well. We have found out many pieces of interesting information which we have 

enjoyed using and applying for our ‘Stone Age’ art and other creative activities in our 

outdoor learning session. This has also been transferred to our indoor art activities. 

The ‘Clip and Climb’ session this week was fun, with the boys really enjoying 

themselves trying out new climbing activities. They were co-operating well with each 

other and encouraged their peers to try new things in a supportive manner. 

In maths we have been deepening our knowledge of place value through adding 

numbers using a number line. We have been working with a variety of equipment to 

support our work in this area. 
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Zephaniah 

This week in Zephaniah Class, we have been studying the next scene of Macbeth. We have then re-written 
the parts of the Witches using figurative language devices including repetition, onomatopoeic sentences, 
adverbials and similes to describe and set the scene. All boys have really pushed themselves and the work 
has been of a very high standard. 
 
In maths this week we have been practicing powers of 10 and factorisation including prime factors. After a 
shaky start, everyone made great progress and really pushed themselves. 
 
In art, we used charcoal and chalk to create atmospheric landscapes with movement inspired by the 
opening scene of Macbeth and in sciences, we continued our investigations into forces. We tested tension 
using a cart to pull each other, using different weights and swapping between children and adults to test 
the correlation between weight, gravity, friction and tension. After this, we used Newton Meters to weight 
different objects and convert between grams and Newtons, looking for patterns in the data.  
 
For PE, went to Bouldering and have continued to progress which is great to see and in outdoor learning, 
the boys have been den building and working as a team. In geography, we have been learning about 
flooding and have studied the reasons behind the 2015 floods in Carlisle.  
All available on Tapestry! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Jupiter 

 

Jupiter have been working column addition in maths. 
We have been playing maths games to help with understanding and learning with 
this.  
In English, we have been working on what would happen to us with we came across 
a lizard.  
We have concluded that most of us would run away because we didn’t want to be 
bitten.  
Jupiter have found out how the Anglo-Saxons dealt with crimes, exploring different 
roll marks in art and discussed the topic of justice. 
Well done for all your hard work.  
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Titan 

This week Titan have taken on some great tasks including baking Red Velvet cakes, 

made Roman Shields and Roman crime and punishment paperwork. 

We have also continued our work with maths and English and topped it off with a goo 

long walk around Nyman’s National Trust Park. 

Hope you all have a great weekend Titan! 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Saturn 

 
We have had an amazing week in Saturn. It has been wonderful to see the children engage in their 
phonics and maths. We learned about Amelia Earhart and this led to the boys creating a ticket desk, 
they even incorporated a Covid screen! Tickets were made with different countries flags on and 
play centred around which country they travelled to, using money to pay for tickets. We had a 
fantastic visit to Amberley Museum where we had a ride on a steam train, a ride on a bus 
(unfortunately not the heritage bus that was 85 years old but a more modern bus that was 27 years 
old. This didn’t disappoint the boys though, they were just as happy, spotting different vintage 
transport. We then visited Wheelwrights where we learned the different parts of a cart wheel and 
got to help build one ourselves, there was surprise that the outside of the tyre was metal! We then 
explored the garage workshop, we were fascinated by the weight and size of the batteries that 
were used in some of the first motorbikes and cars and made comparisons overs vehicles past and 
present. The next stop was to the fire station, the children were very interested in seeing fire 
engines over time. The boys were an absolute pleasure to take to the museum, it was a marvellous 
day! 
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Galaxy 

Two of our boys went to our local church, St Mark’s, to clean some gravestones. I’m 

sure you’ll agree they both done a fantastic job. 

                   

This week after one of our boys donated some food to the Crawley Open House 

Homeless Service. We have asked staff, family and friends to donate any old 

clothes/blankets to help our ‘Keep The Homeless Warm’ campaign. All donations 

gratefully received.                                                     

 

 

 

 

       

Neptune 

 

This week in Neptune we have focused on letter writing. We planned and wrote our 

letter as a class, using scrabble letters to make our sentences. The boys have also 

really enjoyed building with Lego, they have made some amazing creations and we 

can't wait to see more. In math we have took turns in leading the class through a 

question, it has been great to see the boys develop their leadership skills and 

knowledge together. We also completed a treasure hunt through school, completed 

questions and answering riddles. The boys are having a great time getting to know 

each other and it has been lovely to watch them play and work together. We have 

created leaf prints in clay which will be painted next week. We have also spent some 

time looking at our self-esteem and how we can build it up. The boys are working 

really well in PSHE and are really enjoying it. 
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Earth 

 

We have had a very exciting week in Earth this week. In topic, we have been 
learning all about Stone Age homes. 
 
We have done some research then designed our own Stone Age cage. On 
Wednesday, we turned our desks into our very own Stone Age caves! We had so 
much fun using cardboard to make our caves as realistic as possible. We have 
started to collect adjectives about our caves and we will be writing a setting 
description using them! 
 
In maths, we have continued to focus on addition. Some of us have started looking 
at the column addition method to help us, realising that it is easier to add two single 
digits rather than trying to add it all up in our head! 

 

Week 4 in Orwell Class… 

In English Orwell class have enjoyed learning more about Macbeth and that cast 

of nefarious characters. We have used the medium of role play, freeze frame 

and cartoon to bring out the nuances of the plot. We have also become fluent in 

Shakespearian insults.  

In maths the boys have made good progress in learning about perimeter and area 

with some good results. In science we have been learning how to measure forces 

using a Newton Meter, skateboard and a collection of logs, full details on 

Tapestry. Our understanding of coastal erosion was developed in Geography with 

reference to some great local examples of coastal defence. The character of 

William the First was discussed and Top Trumps cards were created to reflect 

his many strengths as a warrior and leader.  

The boys enjoyed their riding lesson at Little Brooks Riding School on 

Wednesday morning and had a great session at their new outdoor learning base 

that afternoon.  In political news Ronnie won the election for our school 

councillor with a great manifesto and many good ideas. We look forward to 

seeing the changes that Ronnie brings to the role. We have seen some positive 

behaviour from the boys this week and will be celebrating this in Friday’s class 

assembly. 

More detail and photos are available on Tapestry. 
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 This week in Outdoor Learning we have been following the whole school topics with Nova, Pluto and 
Earth Classes Mud paint cave painting as part of their stone age topic  
The boys learned how to make mud paint and then painted with sticks on a sheet just like a caveman 
would of. They really enjoyed gathering the mud then adding a bit of powered paint mixing with water 
before painting with sticks or their hands on the sheet to replicate a cave painting.  Saturn Class also 
joined in the mud painting which they really enjoyed.  
Galaxy, Titan, Neptune and Jupiter followed a trail to ‘Discovering who's done it?’ as part of their crime 
and punishment topic with the boys becoming detectives to solve the mystery of the missing cookies, 
after being presented with an empty the plate the boys were given a list of suspects could it have been 
Mrs Mop the Cleaner, Mr Green the caretaker, Lucky the grey squirrel, Baggie the magpie, Mr West the 
teacher or Mrs book the secretary. The boys then went around the outdoor learning area to solve the 
clues, we then gathered in the shelter to discuss who'd done it and what we thought a suitable 
punishment should be. The boys were then rewarded with some biscuits for being great detectives, 
before enjoying free play  

 

Orwell & Zephaniah classes have continued to enjoy constructing 

their bases and showing how they can safely use various 

equipment safely 

Year 7 

The John Muir Award 
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