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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We hope you enjoyed the long weekend. At Brantridge we strive to give the pupils a range of experiences 

and to teach them new skills. In school we offer both piano and guitar lessons for the pupils to engage in. 

These have been extremely popular and piano often has a waiting list. The piano lessons are 1:1 and the 

guitar lessons are in small groups of 2 or 3. Some classes also take part in online singing sessions with other 

schools in West Sussex.  

Playing an instrument has important effects on brain development including: Coordination, stress reduction, 

emotional well-being, improved memory, confidence and social skills. Please talk to your children about 

these opportunities and if they would like to be added to a waiting list then they can talk to me or their class 

teacher.  

We would also like to welcome Philippa to Brantridge as she works with us on interventions in English and 

Maths, for some of the pupils who we have identified with needing a bit more support. 

Over the past term, we have been working hard to update and improve our library for the benefit of the 

pupils here at Brantridge. 

We’ve have taken delivery of lots of new resources, including brand new furniture and dyslexia friendly 

books. Our aim is for the boys to develop a love of reading and be inspired by the new library and books and 

hope to have this facility open in the near future. 

 

Have a good weekend. 

 

 

Danielle Harry. 

Vice Principal. 

Friday, 23th September, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

Half term: 24th October to 28th October 2022 

INSET Day: Monday 28th November 2022 

End of term: 16th December 2022 
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Hello Parents / Carers 

This week, some of the boys have been learning about emotions and looking for clues to work 

out how someone is feeling. We have been looking at facial expressions and body language as 

well as looking at the environment to help us identify why the person might be experiencing 

those feelings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wonder if your child could identify a character’s emotions on the television if you paused the 

screen…. Is your child able to use the clues to work out why the character is experiencing 

those feelings? 

 

Cath Mattison 

Clinical Lead, Speech and Language Therapist  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

‘Idiom of the Week’ 

The ‘Idiom of the Week’ for the week 

beginning Monday 26th September is: 

‘Once in a blue moon’ meaning ‘it 

happens very rarely’. I wonder if your child 

would remember what this means if you used 

this idiom at home...  

 

Sometimes the reasons why someone is 

feeling a specific way are difficult to 

identify…. For example, we might guess this 

boy is feeling upset but there are no obvious 

clues in the picture to help us identify why. 

 

Alternatively, sometimes the reasons why 

someone is feeling a specific way are very 

easily identifiable! 
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Pluto 

 

This week in Pluto class we have been immersing ourselves in our 

fascinating ‘Stone Age’ topic through using natural objects such as grass, 

flowers, soil and twigs in order to explore how natural products produce 

pigments to make different colours. We will be going onto create paints 

using all natural ingredients as prehistoric artists did. This will be used 

when we create our textured ‘Stone Age’ cave wall.  

Through lots of fun, engaging activities, our ‘Monster phonics’ scheme is 

continuing to help us when we are reading and writing words. We are 

becoming experts on the different characters within the scheme and what 

they do.  

Lots of other fun learning has been happening too in all areas of the 

curriculum including finding out how we get ‘day and night’ and lots of 

interesting information about ‘Space’. 

 

 

 

 

Nova 

 

I continue to be thoroughly impressed with the effort and progress the boys are 

making in Nova.  We have explored what a postcard is and how and why we write 

one, identifying that we usually write it in the past tense, writing about what we 

have already done.  We explored forces at the park- finding out what needs to 

happen for movement or a change in movement to occur.  It was loads of fun and 

our understanding went through the roof.  We are stampeding towards addition 

and subtraction of 4 digit numbers and a really solid grasp of place values.  

 Keep it up boys!   
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Zephaniah 

Zephania have been working very hard this week, normal lessons have resumed after our WOW starter 

and we have hit the ground running with our learning.  

In English, we have started reading Macbeth, we started to create a glossary of Shakespearian 

terminology which we plan to add to throughout the play. We have introduced the characters and set 

the scene ready for Monday when we start work investigating the role of the witches. 

In maths this week, we have been recapping prior knowledge of place value including rounding and 

multiplying and dividing decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. 

For science we looked at forces including contact and non-contact forces, we carried out a fun range of 

experiments to test different forces and materials which we really enjoyed. 

On Wednesday, for PE we went back to bouldering class and it is wonderful to see just how well 

engaged to boys are with this activity which is reflected in their perseverance and progression in skills. 

For music we had our first singing session with West Sussex Music and are very excited to be a part of 

this program again this year. 

On Friday, we filmed our “Stormin Norman the Conqueror” song inspired by Horrible Histories! 

 All this and more is available on Tapestry along with our edited film from last week- The Conquered 

Crown. 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Jupiter 

 

This week, Jupiter have been working on the book ‘Holes’. The boys have 
been describing Camp Green Lake.  
The boys tried to dig holes with spoons in to sand and mud. They 
mentioned that they became exhausted just with a spoon so to dig a 5ft 
hole - what a horrible punishment! 
 In maths, we have been working on number lines, bigger/lower numbers 
and grouping numbers. We have enjoyed doing drama in topic and being 
romans and making different marks/patterns in art.  
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Titan 

Titan have continued their good work in their core subjects of Maths and English, but 

have also found the time to cook lovely chocolate chip cookies! 

Great outdoor learning session was enjoyed by all and continuing to work as good class 

by playing some team games which worked well. 

We will be looking at some gardening soon as soon as we have all our equipment ready! 

Have a great weekend Titan 

        
 

Saturn 

 
This week the boys have worked really hard on their phonics and are beginning to segment and 
blend the sounds to read and write using s, a, t, p, i, n. They have used these skills to help them 
decode words reading books or playing ‘trash or treasure’ on the computer. 
In maths we are continuing to focus on number to ensure a solid foundation before moving on to 
other mathematical concepts. Our parachute game and Farmer Pete’s number bonds to 10 song 
was a particular success. 
In science we discussed living things, things that had never been alive and things that were dead. 
The children sorted objects into each category and we talked about what living things need to 
survive. We then looked really closely at dead/alive mini bugs under a digital microscope, the boys 
really enjoyed seeing all the features of a spider close up! 
Other learning has been self-directed where adults follow the children’s interest and engage them 
in the activity promoting learning as we go along. Some of these activities included independently 
weighing and measuring  using balance scales to make fairy cakes, storytelling by taking photos of 
trains and tenders in sequence and narrating key parts of the story,  creating a toy car wash which 
was great for fine motor skills, children have created military bases using sand where they showed 
excellent communication and teamwork skills.  It’s been a great week! 
 
 
 
 
 



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN                     
 
 

 

Galaxy 

 

This week in Galaxy we started a daily check-in related to our choices board which was 

posted on last week’s bulletin. This has worked very well as the boys choose their 

activities as soon as they get to Galaxy so then they can focus on the day ahead. This 

is chaired by Rob. We have started a ‘Breakfast Club’. Different boys each day will go 

to our kitchen and make some healthy starters to the day. So far this week we have 

had some delicious apple, pear and grape smoothies. If anyone has any healthy recipes, 

they will be gratefully accepted. Fridays are ‘Galaxy Movie Club’ day. Today’s movie is 

‘Inside Out’.  

Also, this week Megan made an amazing treasure hunt which was enjoyed by all 

participants. Thank-you Megan 

 

 

 

 

       
Neptune 

 

This week the boys in Neptune have continued their study of ‘Holes’, they 

are really enjoying discovering the new characters throughout the book. 

We have researched electricity this week in geography, where electricity 

comes from and renewable and non-renewable sources. The boys enjoyed 

creating their own booklets, pictures and pamphlets about electricity. We 

learnt a new song about the order of planets in science this week and 

created finger paintings of autumn trees for our art display. The boys have 

had a good week, they have thoroughly enjoyed outdoor learning this 

week, along with planning their food technology for next week. The boys 

enjoyed planning and taking part in obstacle courses and listening tasks, 

encouraging them to listen to each other and grow their confidence.  
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Week 3 in Orwell Class… 

This week Orwell class have been continuing to learn about the Norman invasion. 

This learning was brought to life by the medieval tournament that we organised 

with Zephaniah Class (Y7) last Friday. Many battle skills were tested including 

archery, throwing of missiles, (hobby) horse-riding challenges and a contest to 

see which team could build the highest siege tower from cardboard.  

We have also been on an excellent horse-riding session at Little Brook Riding 

School. All the boys loved their riding lesson and visibly grew in confidence and 

skill. Orwell have been introduced to Shakespeare this week with some scene 

setting and role play of the beginning scenes of the Tragedy of Macbeth, this 

creepy tale will be a timely text to be studying for Halloween.  

In science, we had a set of live experiments running to illustrate the point about 

contact and non-contact forces. There was some role reversal in Maths as a 

couple of students did a grand job of showing the class how to use the formal 

method for subtraction problems.  

More detail and photos are available on Tapestry. 

 

  

 

       

Earth 

 

We have had a wonderful week in Earth! We have spent lots of time outside the 

classroom, we’ve had two sessions in outdoor learning, den making and trying 

different types of knots.  

In maths, we have moved on to look at addition, we have done some addition 

practically and some of us have challenged ourselves to work out the missing 

number using the inverse! 

 In English, we have started looking at ‘Dave’s Cave’. We wrote our own predictions 

of what we thought would happen in the text and learnt about adjectives, then used 

them to describe Dave! Next week we’re looking forward to continuing with our 

addition! 



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN                     
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week the boys were welcomed back to their Outdoor Learning 

session, it was also an introduced to Outdoor Learning for some. 

After chatting through some of the rules of outdoor learning the 

boys were then able to choose their own activities, which included 

exploring, construction, digging, teamwork, climbing, music and 

imaginative play 

Orwell & Zephaniah classes were introduced to the John Muir Award 

scheme that we will be following for this year during their outdoor learning 

sessions.  The award encourages the boys to connect, enjoy and care for 

wild places, so we went to explore a usually unused area of the school that 

can be made their own wild space. 

Year 7 

The John Muir Award 
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