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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Those of you who’s children were here last academic year and before that will know the emphasis we have 

on educational off site visits. Giving children the opportunities to visit sites of interests can bring learning to 

life. Already this academic year we have had classes visit Lewes Castle and Butser Ancient Farm. Visiting such 

places can fire a child’s imagination helping them recreate events and scenarios that is very difficult to 

replicate in any other way. We hope to have many other such visits this term. 

In a similar vein, our off-site PE trips have started this week. The three vehicles we have enables us to take 

our children to these venues. This week children have gone horse riding, rock climbing and to the gym. These 

activities not only provide children with hugely enjoyable experiences but they address many of the needs 

identified in the children’s EHCPs.  

From Monday 26th September we will be offering kickboxing sessions for the pupils on-site in the afternoon. 

Many of the boys are interested in giving this a try. For the first few weeks we will offer 15-minute taster 

sessions. Each child taking part will have the opportunity to complete small challenges which lead to 

achieving a wrist band. Once they have earnt 2 wrist bands, they can work towards their first belt. Amongst 

other things, Kickboxing promotes self-confidence, respect, balance, discipline and decision making. To begin 

with the children won’t need any particular kit/uniform, just loose comfortable clothing e.g. a tracksuit. If 

your child is keen to participate, and you are happy with this please click  Kickboxing. 

Just to confirm the message that was sent out earlier this week, we will be closed on Monday, 19th 

September due to the Bank Holiday. Please do encourage your child to watch some of the funeral on the TV 

on Monday. I am aware that your child may struggle to watch it for a long period, but if they can see at least 

some of it, that will hopefully be something that stays with them for many years to come. We have been 

making clear links in our learning in the classrooms to the historic events of recent days and intend to 

continue doing so when we return on Tuesday. 

Have a good weekend. 

 

 

 

Dafydd Roberts. 

Principal. 

Friday, 16th September, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

Bank Holiday–National Day of Mourning for        

The Queen: Monday 19th September 2022 

Half term: 24th October to 28th October 2022 

INSET Day: Monday 28th November 2022 

End of term: 16th December 2022 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdPvOPyn-ni24Qu8E2EJyinhuiV0WNLVJOjzNnIiKgI8eDmqA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Hello Parents / Carers 

I would like to introduce Zoe. I am delighted that Zoe is our new 

Therapy Assistant. You might recognise her as Zoe has been working 

at Brantridge School as a Teaching Assistant for the last two years so 

she already knows most of the pupils.   

Zoe has already started carrying out speech and language therapy 

interventions and occupational therapy interventions with some of the 

pupils in class and some on a one-to-one basis, under supervision. She is 

already proving to be a great asset to the Therapy Team. 

 

This week, many of the boys have been recapping what they know about The Zones of 

Regulation, how the Zones relate to emotions and how to recognise the Zones within 

themselves and others. If you are unsure what The Zones of Regulation are, please have a look 

at the information on our website https://brantridgeschool.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/05/The-Zones-of-Regulation-at-Brantridge-School-19.5.22.pdf and 

feel free to contact me if you have any queries. 

 

Clinical Lead, Speech and Language Therapist  

Cath Mattison

 
 

‘Idiom of the Week’ 

The ‘Idiom of the Week’ for the week beginning 

Monday 19th September is: 

‘gone pear-shared’   e.g. “We were going to 

go out today but it’s pouring with rain. Our plans 

have gone pear-shaped.” I wonder if your child 

would remember what ‘gone pear-shaped’ means 

if you used this idiom at home...  

 

https://brantridgeschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/The-Zones-of-Regulation-at-Brantridge-School-19.5.22.pdf
https://brantridgeschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/The-Zones-of-Regulation-at-Brantridge-School-19.5.22.pdf
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Pluto 

 

This week we went our exciting trip to Butser Ancient Farm where we participated 
in many creative learning activities. These included exploring a ‘Stone Age’ building 
where we saw how many different materials had been used to create the fantastic 
building. There was a range of buildings from different historical periods which were 
fascinating to explore. We found out how Stone Age people lived and what life was 
like for them. Using chalk, grass and flint we created our own Stone Age inspired 
artwork which we enjoyed sharing with each other. 
 
 It was fun when we were working with clay and discovering its properties in order 
to create drinking vessels.   
We started our Social Communication sessions where we reviewed our knowledge 
of the ‘Zones of Regulation’. Lots of fun activities helped us make the right choices 
to get into the green zone. Loads of other learning has taken place with the children 
making great links across the curriculum and especially with their ‘Stone Age’ topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

Nova 

 

What a great week of learning here in Nova Class this week. We went offsite on Monday to Butser 
Ancient farm, to look at the Stone Age village, linking it to our Stone Age topic this term.  The boys 
engaged well in clay making, chalk rock carving and looking at the houses and how they were 
made.  In maths we have been looking at place values as well as adding 4 digit numbers.  In 
English we have been continuing to explore nouns and expanding these nouns to give richer and 
more complex sentences, as well as using lists to really embellish the point. 
 
 
In PSHE we have been looking at money and the value of money and what is a budget and how a 
budget works, writing a wish list and seeing if we can afford it.  We have engaged in social play to 
develop our communication and building friendship bonds.  Horse riding was fantastic and the 
boys engaged really well in listening to the instructor and helpers, showing some good progress. 
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Zephaniah 

 

Another exciting and busy week in Zephaniah Class. We have spent this week writing, starring, creating 

props   and directing our screen play about the Battle of Hastings. All boys worked together to devise an 

exciting and accurate script which was then acted out in a scene per day. Due to the adverse weather we 

were unable to film outside so the boys came up with really fun commercials and a Question Time style 

show called Kings Question Time to go with the film. The final edited movie will be available on Tapestry 

by Wednesday next week. 

In other news, we went off to Boulder Brighton for our first Bouldering lesson and all those that took 

part had an amazing time and made huge progress and were a real credit. 

On Friday to finish off our WOW start, we planned a Medieval tournament where we had pool noodle 

jousting, archery and throwing and ate medieval biscuits cooked by the boys 

 

All available on Tapestry! 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Jupiter 

 

This week, Jupiter class have been working place value in maths.  
We have worked on our ones, tens, hundreds, thousands, ten thousand, hundreds of 
thousands numbers.  
The boys have been working out how to say the numbers, breaking the numbers up 
into groups and adding on 10s,100s and thousands. 
In English, the boys have come up with describing sentences on Camp Green Lakes, 
in the book Holes.  
We had sand, water, foam - anything messy to help us with the describing.  
The boys have had fun the rain in outdoor learning. Jupiter got to make some food 
that they might have to prison - obviously it involved cake.  
Well done on your hard work this week! 
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Titan 

In Titan this week, we have been looking at conjunctions in our literacy work. 

Crime and punishment has had the boys really interested and engaged as we thought 

they would be! 

Personal and group reflection on the queen’s passing has also helped the boys this week 

and how these changes affect them and the rest of the country 

        
 

 

Saturn 

 

 This week we have continued to work on place value and introduced some addition. We have been 
practicing our phonics and learning the new characters for the sounds. The children's interest in 
animals led them to design their own habitats. They worked hard using word mats or sounding out 
the materials they may need for their chosen habitat. They then created their habitats. We also 
learned about the different types of animals, we learned about reptiles, amphibians, mammals, 
birds and insects. Our first trip to gymnastics was a huge hit! The boys thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and showed great attention and listening skills. It was a fantastic trip. 
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Galaxy 

 

This week in Galaxy we started our pupil choice board using Monster Phonics. The boys 

choose in the morning what activities they want to do for that day and they would use 

the different cards with the different activities on them to show us what they would 

like to do. They could change what they would like to do depending on how they feel.  

 

 

 

 

 

       Neptune 

 

We have had another good week here in Neptune creating new 

friendships and getting to know each other. The boys have spent 

time this week playing team games and creating artwork. The 

boys have taken a great interest in their new book "Holes" and 

are really enjoying discovering characters through the chapters. 

The boys have explored the characters through drama and 

drawing this week. Neptune have also started to look into crime 

and punishment during the Romans and have found some 

fascinating facts. We have also spent time looking at how 

electricity is generated and whether we need it to survive – this 

sparked some debate! The boys have thoroughly enjoyed getting 

to know each other.   
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Week 2 in Orwell Class… 

This week was our 2nd Wow Week of learning about the Normans in our own 

special way. The boys have been busy building trebuchet catapults from pieces 

of dowel and elastic bands, some boys proved to be lethal shots! We have also 

been making armour and war horses (hobby horses) for Friday’s tournament at 

Ye Olde Brantridge Castle.  

Orwell class paid their first visit to Little Brooks riding school and got to meet 

the horses that they will be riding in coming weeks. All the boys have been fully 

fitted out to become skilled at riding ponies over the duration of this six-week 

course.  

We have also spent a morning setting up PC logins, Sum Dog logins and getting 

hooked on “Kahoot!” quizzes as our new laptops become embedded in our 

emergent routines.  

Full details of our exploits are available on Tapestry.  

 

  

 

       

Earth 

 

We have had a wonderful week in Earth Class! We have 

continued to practice our key skills of number and letter 

formation. In maths we have continued with our place value 

work and have started to learn about using <, > & = to compare 

numbers. For topic, we made ‘Stone Age Men’ puppets and used 

them in our own puppet show. 
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Safeguarding Updates 

 

To all Parents/Carers 

This Academic Year there will be a safeguarding update in every bulletin to help improve the 

safety of all of our community.  The update will keep you informed of any trends in concerns 

raised within the school or from outside sources such as online. Please see the following two 

alerts below: 

 

1) Andrew Tate – over the Summer period (and continuing) there has been a huge rise in 

fame on Social Media of a personality named Andrew Tate. His videos have raised a 

high level of concern due to their sexually inappropriate, misogynistic and violent 

content which often targets women.  Whilst his content was initially blocked on Social 

Media platforms such as TikTok, YouTube and Twitter, some videos have managed to 

re-surface.  We have heard the name Andrew Tate mentioned in our school community 

since returning from Summer. If you would like any further advice on this concern or 

internet filtering at home, please call in or email dsl@brantridge-school.co.uk.  

 

2) Huggy Wuggy -  we have seen an increase in pupils bringing a Huggy Wuggy soft toy into  

school (picture at bottom of article for reference). Please can all Parents/Carers 

ensure that this specific toy is not allowed to be brought into school? This is due to 

their character being part of a game called Poppy Playtime which contains disturbing 

horror content and is not age appropriate for our pupils. The presence of the toy in 

school could cause serious emotional distress particularly to our younger pupils.  If you 

would like any further advice on this concern, please call in or email dsl@brantridge-

school.co.uk.  

mailto:dsl@brantridge-school.co.uk
mailto:dsl@brantridge-school.co.uk
mailto:dsl@brantridge-school.co.uk
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