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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Since 2005, National Autistic Pride day has been 

celebrated nationally on the 18th June. As that day is 

on a Saturday this year we as a school celebrated it today. The purpose is to celebrate both individuality as 

well as the talents, skills and special interests that many autistic individuals have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday we had ‘Firewise’ visiting some of our classes. Graham Harmour, from West Sussex Fire and 

Rescue spoke to the pupils about his role as a firefighter. He answered lots of questions from the children 

and addressed the issue of the dangers of pressing a fire alarm unnecessarily. He then spoke about what the 

consequences could be for emergency situations with his firefighting colleagues when that happens. The 

boys loved this visit and have expressed an interest in Graham coming back for our Careers day to speak 

more about his role in July. 

For any who missed the parentmail that was sent out earlier this week, please see the message again below. 

(It refers to this week, but obviously is relevant for any warm day between now and the end of the 

summer.): 

Hot weather is expected this week. You may already be doing this, but could we remind you to send your 

child into school with the following: 

 Water bottle 
 Sun Hat 
 Sun Protection Lotion 

If these items could be named we would be grateful. 

 

Finally just to say we have recently had a CCTV system installed, looking at the outside areas of our premises 

to seek to support our school security. Should you have any questions about this, do let us know. 

Have a good weekend. 

Dafydd Roberts 

Friday 17th June 2022. 

 

Dates for your diary: 

 INSET Day: Monday 27th June 

 Last day of Term/Open Day: Friday 22nd 

July 

An autistic pride flag.  

Gold is a common dress code used by autistic advocates for 

National Autistic Pride Day as the chemical symbol for gold 

is ‘Au’. The rainbow-coloured infinity sign represents the 

wide spectrum of neurodiversity. 
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This week’s puppet show was hosted by Autistica the Autistic Superhero. Autistica 

told the pupils that having autism 

or knowing someone with autism is 

awesome! She was keen to name 

autistic individuals who have used 

their special interests or talents to 

become successful in their chosen 

career or endeavour, such as Greta 

Thunberg and Dan Aykroyd. Greta 

Thunberg’s special interest in climate change enabled her to become a leading 

environmental activist and comedy actor Dan Aykroyd’s special interest in ghosts and 

law enforcement led to him co-writing (and starring in) the movie ‘Ghostbusters’. 

The Five British Values promoted in all schools in the U.K. 

includes mutual respect and accepting others’ differences. 

The character ‘Autistica’ aims to help the Brantridge pupils 

feel good about themselves, be proud of who they are while 

respecting differences between themselves and others. 

Autistica will be making an appearance today to help pupils 

and staff celebrate National Autistic Pride Day. 

Please ask your child about National Autistic Pride Day and 

why individuality is something to be celebrated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Idiom of the Week’ for the week beginning 

Monday 20th June is: 

‘Break a leg!’ 
meaning ‘good luck’  

and most commonly used in a theatre setting. 
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Pluto 

 This week Pluto have been revisiting 2D and 3D shapes.  They have been handling 3D shapes and counting 

their properties.  In English Pluto have been reading ‘The Storm Whale’  about a boy who sees a whale 

washed up on the beach and takes him home to put in his  bath tub. He later has to return the whale to 

the sea.  The children discussed the term of ‘beached’ and why we say ‘beached’ whale.  They came up 

with good ideas for the reason that would was chosen, for example ‘the whale is on a beach so beached’.   

They learnt how to use co-ordinating conjunctions of ‘or’ and ‘but’ and recreated sentences for the story 

using these.  In Science Pluto started our new topic rocks and they learnt how rocks where made and 

grouped. They then had actual rocks to place as either sedimentary, igneous or metaphoric rocks.  In 

geography Pluto used a relief map of the world’s continents to find world mountain ranges.  

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nova 

What a week in Nova class this week!  
In English we have started looking at how we create a story and the boys have created their 
setting and characters and a problem that needs to be solved. Over the coming weeks we will be 
developing these ideas into our own story. 
In maths we continued to look at time we have learnt about ‘quarter past’ and ‘quarter to’ the 
hours we have also learnt about 5 minute intervals and have played several matching games to 
gain our understanding of this. 
In Geography we have recapped our knowledge of the continents and oceans and will be moving 
on to looking at weather in the coming weeks. 
In History we have continued to compare the seaside holidays of 100 years ago to todays and 
have played charades to get the others in the class to guess what activities they might of done 
100 years ago. 
In science we finished looking at magnets and have carried out several scientific experiments 
looking at how magnets work. 
In religious education we are looking at different faiths and this week we were looking at 
Christianity where the boys watched an interactive video regarding what is a Christian and we 
then looked at different objects which are linked to this religion. 
 
We have also had a mindfulness Monday with a trip to Tilgate Park where the boys engaged well 
with each other. 
 
We have started our Gymnastics sessions this week. 
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Mars.  

In English, we have started working on nonsense poems. In maths we have been 

learning place valve. Mars have worked really hard on this and should be very 

proud of themselves.  

 

In art, Mars have continued their work about Jasper Johns. The boys carried on 

designing their own Mars flags. Mars have spent some time outside playing PE 

games, social games and outdoor learning.  

Well done Mars for all your hard work.  

 

Pictures on Tapestry to view. 

 

 

Jupiter: 

 

The Jupiter boys have been working well this week, In Maths the boys 
have been learning about angles both inside and outside polygons, and 
have been learning the skills to work out the angles and rules of shapes 
around them, in English the boys have been learning how to power up 
their writing with Similes, Adjectives and Metaphors, to make their work 
as exciting as possible. The boys made some delicious Pizza and have 
been hunting for minibeasts in outdoor learning. 
All the boys are looking forward to making a big splash at swimming 
tomorrow. 
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Titan  

This week Titan class have focused on learning about position and direction, translation and 

reflection in maths; In English, we have produced blacked out poems using the story The girl who 

fell from the sky from our class book Survivors, as well as writing an information text on how to 

survive in the jungle. 

In Science, we have looked at classification and the pupils had to classify animals working in pairs, 

or a small group. Most of the work produced this week has focused on the pupils working with a 

partner, or in a small group.  

In PHSCE we have learnt about the British Isles and the pupils have had to talk to their partner 

about what is like to live in the British Isles.  

In History/RE we looked at the Early Islamic civilisation of Baghdad; we learnt that Baghdad was a 

centre of excellence for learning and developing, as well as first in many fields such as medicine, 

science and mathematics.  

         

Saturn 

 

We have had so much fun learning about seaside’s past and present. We have been learning key physical and 

human features as geographers. We were given a challenge to create our own seaside’s however we wanted, 

the only rules were we had to include at least 5 physical or human features. Have a look at our wonderful 

work below.  

This was our first week horse riding. The smiles on the faces was a pleasure to see. The boys were kind, 

respectful and behaved beautifully around the horses and the staff at the equestrian centre.   

In English we focussed on new vocabulary linked to our learning in history and geography. Our maths has 

continued to focus on telling the time. We are all able to read o’clock times now. 
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Galaxy 

Galaxy pupils have continued to enjoy their autonomy this week and were heavily 

involved in planning for, and setting up, the kitchen. Some of the pupils created 

shopping lists and went into Crawley town to buy utensils and long-lasting 

ingredients to stock the kitchen. They also worked hard to clean and organise the 

items in the kitchen and have made some amazing things already this week – 

spaghetti bolognaise, Biscoff cheesecake, and mac & cheese. 

Some of the pupils had a lovely offsite trip to the Lewes Priory today and really 

enjoyed seeing the 16th Century ruins that it offered. We look forward to having a 

picnic with the boys tomorrow to end another fantastic week.  

 
Neptune 

This week Neptune class have continued to look at Gulliver’s travels and how characters 

may feel based on their speech. We have used this learning to write converswations 

between characters, using language that shows their emotions. In maths we have 

focused on mental maths, the boys worked well in teams to complete challenges and 

activities. Neptune have also had their session at Clip and Climb this week which we all 

enjoyed. In history we have looked at artifacts the Ancient Egyptians had in their houses 

and communities. In art and DT we have been looking at two different artists to create 

own version of their work by the end of the half term. Today we make our own flag 

designs and painted them out in the sun. We have also worked on our team work skils 

through obsticle courses working in pairs.  
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This week in outdoor learning we have joined in with The Wildlife Trusts 30 days 

Wild in June we went on a minibeast hunt using some of the new equipment such as 

bug scoops and we managed to find beetles, spiders, woodlice, slugs, millipedes, 

centipedes, flies, butterflies and even a juvenile toad! Who was named Frank 
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