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Dear Parents/Carers, 

This morning each class is displaying the work they have done during this first fortnight of the summer term 

on the topic of ‘Continents’. Each project has been put out in the school’s entrance area for other classes to 

see. Each class has taken a different continent and they all seemed very proud to share their work with 

others. Sharing their work in this way not only celebrates their own achievements but also provides a 

wonderful opportunity to learn about the work of other classes. 

For those of you with children currently in Years 5 and 6, we would like to invite you to an online 

presentation about the plans linked to the curriculum in Year 7. Providing Year 7 education is something that 

we have not done for a few years and so we are excited to share some of our ideas with you. The meeting 

will take place on Thursday, 16th June at 4.30pm and an invite will be sent to you closer to the time. We 

would ask you to prioritise this event. 

Today we say farewell to Ms Emma Richardson. She has worked at Brantridge for almost four years and we 

are grateful to her for all the work she has done so effectively in her time here. We wish her well in her role 

as a full time ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant.) 

I trust you have a good weekend, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 6th May 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 Half Term: Monday 30th May – Monday 

6th June (extra day in lieu of Platinum Bank Holiday) 

 INSET Day: Monday 27th June 

 Last day of Term: Friday 22nd July 
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Many pupils with special educational needs have sensory processing difficulties. They struggle to 

self-regulate. This is a person’s ability to adjust and control their energy level, emotions, behaviours 

and attention and in turn manage tasks, develop skills such as concentration, sharing and taking 

turns. With self-regulation skills, children are more able to manage difficult and stressful events 

that occur as part of life. This helps to decrease the ongoing impact of stress that can contribute to 

mental health difficulties. 

There has been joint work between occupational therapy and speech and language therapy to work 

on The Zones of Regulation which acts as a framework to help pupils to develop these skills with a 

long term goal of pupils being able to use strategies. 

Pupils with sensory processing needs can be: 

 Low registration meaning they fail to detect sensation or are under responsive. 

 Sensory seekers meaning they seek more sensory stimulation such as wanting to fidget or 
chewing clothes for example. 

 Sensory avoiders can be over responsive and find it hard to tolerate textures of clothing for 
example.  

 Sensory sensitive meaning they have difficulty with regular sensation. 
 

Pupils are working to recognise their senses and how their body might be feeling. In Pluto Class this 

week, pupils worked on the sense of ‘smell’ or ‘olfactory’ using essential oils. They were asked 

which smell they liked and how it made them feel. Pupils were able to offer good feedback. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week’s ‘Idiom of the Week’ is:  

‘Play it by ear’ 

e.g. We decided not to plan what we would do 

this weekend. Instead, we would play it by ear. 
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Pluto 

A short but busy week of learning in Pluto.  In Maths they have been step counting by different amounts 

and learning different ways to represent numbers.  In English they have been learning how to recognise 

a question and statements.  They learnt how to create sub-headings for pieces of information they had 

read.  They used their new knowledge of questions, statements and sub-headings to create a fact file 

about South America on a computer programme called Clicker.  In Science we have began learning about 

States of mater and this week they learnt to group objects my the matrial they are made from.  In Art 

this term we are going to create a print of  a flag about themselves or a flag they like so this week they 

began by researching flags and drew the flag they liked in their books.   In a social skills lesson Pluto put 

their ability to work as a team and balance the iceburg with penguins to the test.  They all took turns and 

communicated where best to place the penguins.  

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nova 

 

Summer is in the air, meaning I am about to spend an arm and a leg on ice cream and sunscreen.  We 

have had some superb learning in Nova this week, exploring place values around Tilgate Park and across 

the big tree stump.  We have been trying to blow things up in science- finding out what gases are released 

during the chemical reaction.  Our work on punctuation in English has been marvellous, showing 

increasing progress, knowledge and understanding of why and when these things are used.   

 

Our WOW week research on animals, aboriginal art and places in Australia led us to using Atlases and 

points of the compass to “pin the city on Australia” which was great fun trying to find these amazing 

places.  Keep it up Nova. 
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Mars.  

 

This week Mars Class have been really busy practicing for SATs next week, we 

have been doing lots of revision and have all worked really hard. 

On Tuesday we went to Clip and Climb again where we raced against the clock to 

better our previous times.  

In art this week we studied the work of American artist Wayne Theibaud, we then 

created an artist page before drawing cupcakes in great detail to show tone and 

shaded areas. We chose one of our drawings to colour in water colours, again 

showing the shaded areas through our use of concentrated colour. 

In maths we have been converting measurements, miles to kilometres and vice 

versa 

Pictures on Tapestry to view. 

 

 

Jupiter: 

 

 

Jupiter have had a fantastic week learning all about North America for 

their WOW week, they used the skills they have learned in English to put 

together reports on their chosen subject. In maths the boys have been 

mastering Decimals and percentages, and using their new skills to work 

out all sorts of money problems. The boys are settling in wonderfully and 

producing some brilliant work 
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Titan 

  We have had a very mixed week in Titan this week; the pupils, some of them, have focused on 

some work in preparation for SAT’s next week and they have tried very hard with some of the 

questions.  

We have also carried on with our class project – a presentation of the continent Europe, which will 

take part in the whole school display tomorrow.  

In Maths we have focused on angles this week, recognising types of angles and measuring angles.  

In English we have looked at nouns, verbs, adverbs and adverbial phrases and the pupils have 

played a game of charades to try and guess the actions (verbs) as well as the adverbs.  

In topic, the pupils have worked on a Microsoft presentation on Europe and it was amazing to see 

how many facts they could remember from our research.  

At the beginning of the week, Carl the local vicar visited us for a short assembly in Titan class 

which focused on stories – the pupils thoroughly enjoyed the assembly and the card trick that Carl 

showed them.  

        

 

Saturn 

 

Our wow week events continued with a focus on the continent Oceania. We primarily focussed on the 

country Australia and looked at the differences between England and Australia. The whole school have 

engaged in making 3d maps which are a wonderful focus in the foyer. We made ours using salt dough which 

we painted to show rainforests, beaches and the outback. We have also been continuing to learn about 

pirates as explorers and learned facts about pirates from the past such as Anne Bonney and Blackbeard. The 

boys really engaged with the learning about Blackbeard, setting cords in his beard alight certainly caused 

some interest! We talked about significant people, why they are significant and learned what a historian is. In 

science our learning has moved on to Everyday materials, again the boys engaged in this beautifully as we 

went on a material hunt around the school.   
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Galaxy: 

It has been another great week in the Galaxy Community. All of the pupils continue 

to respond well to taking ownership of the direction of their learning. This week this 

has included the pupils engaging in topics and subjects such as: art, cardboard 

modelling, geography, football coaching, reading to younger peers, cooking and off-

site walks. We are seeing that this approach is also continuing to develop 

relationships amongst all of the pupils which is really promising to see. A big 

congratulations to everyone! 

 

 

Neptune 

 

We have carried on our Non – chronological reports on African Animals. We have 

focused on making sure there are sub headings, ‘did you know’ boxes and bullet 

points. In maths, we have been working on decimal points and problem solving. 

 

Neptune have been looking at African tribes/ masks and flags. We have located all of 

them on a map.  

In art this week we studied the work of American artist Wayne Theibaud, we have 

drawn some cupcakes in great detail to show tone and shaded areas.  

Neptune have finished the week with swimming. The boys were learning to swim on 

their front and their back. They even jumped in the deep pool. Well done.  
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The outdoor learning sessions this week was focused around creating forest faces 

in the trees made out of clay and natural materials.  The boys sourced different 

natural materials from around the outdoor learning area, to create some amazing 

faces in the trees. 
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