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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Our last day of term is Friday 22nd July.  You may be aware that West Sussex schools have their last day as 

Thursday 21st July.  This is because of the extra bank holiday for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee during half 

term, and West Sussex schools are giving the 22nd July in lieu of that extra day.  We have our extra day on 

Monday 6th June in lieu, so hence why we are finishing on 22nd July. This means that the children will be 

returning on Tuesday 7th June after the half term week. 

We are very happy to welcome two new members of staff to the team. Katherine Whinn started as a 

Teaching assistant on Monday in Mars class and we have Rebecca Tinmouth starting as the teacher in 

Neptune next week.  

As last year’s activity week was such a success, we are planning to do something similar at the end of the 

academic year. Brighton and Hove Albion in the community are coming back to do some more sessions with 

the pupils, not only football related ones but also allowing the pupils to try other sports, as well as 

promoting disability sports. The children engaged so positively in this when they came before we are looking 

forward to hosting these sessions again.  

We are currently seeing some fantastic behaviour and attitudes in the school at the moment and we hope 

that this continues! It is helping that our three ‘Be Rules’ of ‘be kind’, ‘be respectful’ and ‘be your best’ is 

having a great impact on how we work together as a school community. 

From time to time, we have had boys bringing in lots of amazing (and expensive looking!) toys which are 

lovely to see and we understand that the boys are proud of their belongings.  

However, we would like to remind them and you that toys in school are not permitted for a number of 

reasons. The main reasons are that they can cause a disruption in the class which will affect theirs and others 

learning. Also, we wouldn’t like to see boys becoming upset because their possessions have been broken, 

swapped or go missing. Some small items that serve a purpose to aid in concentration and transition in the 

classroom may be allowed with the agreement of the staff. Other than that, if pupils have bought in toys, 

they may be asked to put them in the valuables box for safekeeping until home time.  

I hope that you can support us at school in this, to ensure the smooth running day to day here at Brantridge.  

Have a great weekend! 

Danielle Harry 

Vice Principal 

Friday 20th May 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 Half Term: Monday 30th May – Monday 

6th June (extra day in lieu of Platinum Bank Holiday) 

 INSET Day: Monday 27th June 

 Last day of Term: Friday 22nd July 
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At Brantridge School, we recognise the importance of promoting positive mental 

health and emotional wellbeing to our pupils and their families. We aim to create an 

open culture around the discussion of mental health and wellbeing and to empower our 

children to be able to regulate their emotions. By implementing The Zones of 

Regulation curriculum, we aim to teach our pupils to identify emotions in themselves 

and others and provide them with a bank of strategies to help regulate their emotions 

and improve their wellbeing. 

The Zones of Regulation is a curriculum-based approach about the use of four colours 

to help children self-identify how they’re feeling and categorise it based on colour. 

The curriculum also helps children understand their emotions, sensory needs and 

thinking patterns. The children learn different strategies to cope and manage their 

emotions based on which colour zone they’re in. Additionally, The Zones of Regulation 

program helps children to recognise their own triggers, learn to read facial 

expressions, develop problem-solving skills and become more attuned to how their 

actions affect other people. 

Details about the four zones and how they relate to emotions can be found on our 

website: https://brantridgeschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Website-info-

about-the-Zones.pdf 

How much can your child tell you about the zones? Do they know what zone they are 

in? More information on this in next week’s bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week’s ‘Idiom of the Week’ is: 

‘Don’t hold your breath!’ 

 

https://brantridgeschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Website-info-about-the-Zones.pdf
https://brantridgeschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Website-info-about-the-Zones.pdf
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Pluto 

This week Pluto have been learning different ways to divide by using grouping and arrays.  Taking 

inspiration for the book ‘The Snail and the Whale’ the children imagined that a whale came to them on a 

beach and asked to take them on an adventure.  They then drew where the whale took them and wrote 

sentences as if it was taken from a book. In Science Pluto carried out an experiment to see how 

chocolate melts and what causes it to melt quickly.  Pluto spoke about how they would keep the test fair, 

made their predictions and then carried out the experiment responsibly.  They enjoyed observing what 

happened to the chocolate as it melted.  In Art Pluto have imprinted their print design onto a 

polystyrene tile ready for printing next week.  In History they enjoyed modelling the stages of the 

mummification process.    

  

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nova 

 

In Nova Class we have been looking at measurements in maths, we have drawn around ourselves on large 

paper and measured our height, we have been around the class room and measured different items. We 

have kept with our pirate theme and played walk the plank and measuring how far we can jump, as well 

as cannon ball throw and measuring how far we can throw. 

 

In English we have picked a setting for our pirate that we created and learnt about different words to 

describe this, and created a mind map to show this. We played a what would you take with you game, 

where the boys only had a rucksack and they were going on a pirate boat and had to explain what 5 items 

they would take and why. We drew our own pirate boat and labelled the features, and made these come 

to life by creating our boats out of cardboard. 

 

In Geography we have started to look at the points of a compass, we played a navigational game to get 

our understanding of the points of the compass and then navigated our way through a pirate map using 

the points of the compass.  

 

In science we have been looking at everyday materials and their properties. 

We have also been horse riding this week where the boys continued to master learning to hold the reigns 

and continue to learn about the sitting trot. 
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Mars.  

A busy week in Mars class. We have been learning to interpret data in maths and 

have used lots of different types of graphs to show this and answer questions 

relating to the information. 

In English, we have been researching animals native to the UK to write about in 

non-chronological reports. We all found out lots of interesting facts that we 

shared with each other and had really interesting discussions. 

On Tuesday we went off to Clip N Climb again and all tried hard to complete the 

challenges and improve on our times. 

For art we finished off our Wayne Theibaud inspired clay cakes with lots of lovely 

vibrant colours. 

Pictures on Tapestry to view. 

 

 

Jupiter: 

 

Jupiter have been consolidation their skills this week, working out areas of shapes 

and how to calculate volume. 

 In English they have continued their adventures with Gulliver, writing warning 

posters as well as persuading the people of Lilliput with their persuasive language. 

They have been learning skills for resisting peer pressure, as well as learning about 

what makes a good friend.  

Jupiter are all excited for their street party, and have been making special displays 

for the Jubilee. They have also made one of their first trips to ancient Egypt, making 

pyramids and other artefacts!” 
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Titan 

  This week the pupils in Titan have focused on different knowledge and skills in English and maths; 

in maths, we have looked at decimals, multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000, as well as co-

ordinates where the pupils played battleship, which they thoroughly enjoyed.  

In English, our focus has been on prepositions and possessive pronouns – the pupils played 

noughts and crosses to embed the learning.  

We had a short trip to the park yesterday – Staplefield – where the pupils enjoyed the good 

weather.  

The Hawth was a great success last week – all pupils loved the play and the experience that the 

theatre atmosphere provides and their behaviour and attitudes were impeccable – we were very 

proud of them.  

It was a great pleasure to see that some of the pupils in Titan have chosen to play a board game in 

their free time/movement breaks, rather than football.  

We have started reading a book that consists of real life stories of people who survived the most 

challenging and dangerous circumstances, so far we have read: The girl who fell from the sky, The 

man who came home alone, The men who shared a sandwich on a seabed, The commander who 

saved his crew, The woman who froze to death – yet alive, which the pupils have enjoyed listening 

to; we have also had open discussions about each story and main characters.  

 

Saturn 

 

We have seen some fabulous learning with our phonics this week. Children are working hard to learn initial 

sounds and some are beginning to use this knowledge to help them write words and sentences. We really 

enjoy colourful semantics, children worked hard to build sentences and then write sentences around our 

pirate them. For science we conducted an experiment to see which objects would float and which would sink, 

we engaged really well with this activity and used clicker 8 to record our findings. We created a friendship 

circle, highlighting the different relationships we have. In computing we looked at grouping and labels. Our 

maths investigations around weight were successful and the boys all engaged well with the activity. 
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Galaxy: 

The pupils in Galaxy have not only enjoyed taking autonomy in their learning this 

week, but also their environment. The pupils have come together as a group to 

design their own computer room and office in order to do work, IT and have group 

conversations. It has been really pleasing to see how well they have all worked 

together to create such a valuable resource for themselves. The staff team has been 

really impressed with the pupils’ behaviour and creativity this week. We are looking 

forward to a final positive week of the half-term next week. Well done everyone! 

 

Neptune 

 

This week in Neptune, we have continued our work on Gulliver’s Travels. We 

have worked on ‘wanted’ poster where we used persuasive language to get 

others to look for Gulliver. We have just started work on an adverts using 

our knowledge regarding persuasive language. Neptune have decided to 

advertise their smoothies that they will make today. They are advertising it 

to other Brantridge classes. In maths, we have worked on perimeter and 

area. The boys have continues their focus on making clay cakes for the 

jubilee. Neptune have really come together this week to work on social 

games. Well done Neptune. 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

                       

        



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN                     
 
 

 

 

  

It has been a week of two halves this week in outdoor learning with the beginning 

of the week the classes using identification leaf charts to identify some of the 

trees in the outdoor learning area and the second half of the week the boys 

participated in the hammock challenge as they missed out on it last week. 
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