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Dear Parents/Carers, 

As you will be aware, we have had OFSTED in for 2 days this week. We are so proud of our pupils and staff 

during this week’s Ofsted inspection, who conducted themselves brilliantly and were great ambassadors for 

the school. We are also incredibly grateful for the positive messages of support from families, as we can 

make the most difference when we work together. We will share the final report with you as soon as it is 

published, it will be some time after half term. .  

 

This week has also been SATs week for some of our Year 6 pupils. We are so proud of these pupils and the 

effort they have put in and the resilience they have shown. As a school we do not automatically enter pupils 

in for these tests, each pupil is assessed on not only their academic ability but also whether they can 

emotionally cope with the stress of a timed test.  Some of our Year 2’s will also be taking theirs later in the 

month if appropriate. To end this busy week some of the pupils in Titan and Mars are going to the Hawth 

Theatre in Crawley to watch the play of Billionaire Boy by David Walliams. I am sure they will thoroughly 

enjoy this. There are a few tickets left for the Saturday shows. https://www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk/the-

hawth/Show/b569a4cd-e61a-ea11-a9bf-ae72cd9d921b/billionaire-boy The Hawth often has family friendly 

plays based on children’s books. The trip has inspired many of the pupils to read Billionaire boy before going 

to see it.  

 

 

 

Danielle Harry 

Vice Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 13th May 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 Half Term: Monday 30th May – Monday 

6th June (extra day in lieu of Platinum Bank Holiday) 

 INSET Day: Monday 27th June 

 Last day of Term: Friday 22nd July 

https://www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk/the-hawth/Show/b569a4cd-e61a-ea11-a9bf-ae72cd9d921b/billionaire-boy
https://www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk/the-hawth/Show/b569a4cd-e61a-ea11-a9bf-ae72cd9d921b/billionaire-boy
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Why is play so important? 

Play, especially pretend play, is great for children’s social and emotional development. It helps 

children to: 

 Make sense of the world by acting out situations 

or copying those they see around them.  

 Trial situations before they happen 

 Try out other perspectives 

 Develop conflict resolution and problem solving 

skills  

 Test out fearful situations or process the events 

of their day or week 

 role play emotional situations, and begin to understand how their actions may make 

someone feel as well as how other actions may make them feel 

 Develop imagination and creative skills 

During Art Therapy sessions I might use many different types of play to allow a child to 

explore and process their thoughts feelings and memories, from sand play, telling stories and 

using puppets to water play and role play. See if you can find new ways to play at home - ways 

to engage in play as a parent or carer include being willing to participate in and initiate play 

yourself, dress up, act silly, provide voices for toys and stay in character. 

Have Fun!  

Lucy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week’s ‘Idiom of the Week’ is:   

‘cold feet’ 

e.g. I was going to go on the rollercoaster at 

Thorpe Park but then I got cold feet. 
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Pluto 

This week Pluto have been scientists and archaeologists.  In science they investigated the question ‘Does 

a gas weigh anything?’ They made their predictions on the answer then investigated the answer by 

weighing different fizzy drinks before and after making flat.  In History Pluto learnt when the Ancient 

Egyptians appeared in the time line of history and where they lived.  They then dug up Ancient Egyptian 

artefacts and created questions for them and made suggestions about what the artefacts told them 

about the Ancient Egyptians.  In Maths Pluto have been revisiting ways to subtract. They revisited the 

number line and column method. In English the book focus for the next two weeks is the ‘Snail and the 

Whale ‘by Julie Donaldson.   This week Pluto enjoyed brushing up on their acting skills and retold a part 

of the story using stick puppets.  They wrote a descriptive sentence for a scene.  They then used their 

persuasive skills to create speech for the character of the whale trying to persuade the snail to ride on its 

tail. They then wrote these sentences in speech bubbles.  

          

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nova 

 

What a fun week in Nova.  We have been expanding nouns, exploring how each of senses are stimulated 

by a stinky pirate who has been sailing the seven seas for months at a time.  Armpit sweat, salty sea spray 

and slimy squid were among the many excellent ideas we developed.  In maths we have been learning 

about measuring in millimetres; building clay boats and trying to measure how much water it takes to sink 

them.  We also compared volume and capacity against a can of Coke- playing “higher or lower” guessing 

game when estimating volume.  Horse riding was incredible- the boys are developing so quickly- they 

moved on to trotting showing excellent rein control, posture and calm throughout the session.  Well done 

Nova.     
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Mars.  

 

Well what a week we have had! Our brilliant year six students have been sitting 

their SATs and we can honestly say that they have all tried incredibly hard and 

demonstrated a huge amount of resilience to showcase their learning and 

understanding. We are very proud of each and every one of them and they should 

be very proud of themselves! 

As a reward for such hard work we have organised fun trips out for the 

afternoons, we had an art day on Monday, on Tuesday we went out to Clip and 

Climb, Wednesday we went out to Tilgate Park and had a fantastic time on the 

equipment and Thursday saw us off to Handcross Park to play football and play in 

the park. We finished off the week with a trip to The Hawth theatre in Crawley to 

see Billionaire Boy by David Walliams- what a week 

Pictures on Tapestry to view. 

 

 Jupiter: 

Jupiter have been perfecting their skills this week, they have started on their 

adventures with Gulliver on his travels and have updated his tale with some wacky 

comic strips.   

They have been fantastic acrobats at the gym, performing daring stunts on the high 

rings and foam pit! 

 

In maths the boys have become maths detectives to solve a murder mystery 

incorporating all of their maths talents. 

The boys tried their hands at Mexican cuisine making Tacos and Nachos! 

 

The boys have also enjoyed watching the builders hard at work next to the 

classroom, creating their lovely new garden 
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Titan 

  What a week we have had in Titan! The year 6 SAT’s and Ofsted at the same time!  

Some of the Year 6 pupils have completed SAT’s papers this week and I can only say how amazing 

they have all been at showing fantastic perseverance and resilience in completing those papers. 

They all had shown great effort and not once they thought of giving up! We are so proud of you 

boys, well done!  

As it has been SAT’s week, we have done a few things differently: we cooked for one afternoon, 

waffles and churros and the pupils thoroughly enjoyed them; we have been to Tilgate one 

afternoon and to Handcross park today where the pupils had the chance to use the equipment 

and use the green to play ball games, or football.  

We are going to The Hawth on Friday to watch the performance of the Billionaire Boy by David 

Walliams, an event that the pupils have been waiting for now for quite some time.  

 

      

        

Saturn 

 

We had a great English session this week where the boys used Colourful Semantics to structure sentences. 

They fully engaged with this and did so well. In  maths we have been focussing on teen numbers and the value 

of each digit in two digit numbers. For science we identified and sorted everyday materials and used simple 

language to describe them. In history, we are learning about explorers and significant people in history. The 

children really enjoyed learning about Sir Francis Drake. 
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Galaxy: 

There has been further diversity and development in the Galaxy area this week in 

regards to learning. Pupils have chosen to engage in learning about additional topics 

including History and the War, walks to the local Church, Golf Practice at the driving 

range, trips to Tilgate Park, Art and Mathematics. The pupils continue to thrive from 

having more autonomy and choice in their learning which is really pleasing to see. 

Also a massive congratulations to all of the pupils for their amazing behaviour in 

welcoming our Ofsted Inspectors when they came to visit Galaxy.  

 

 

Neptune 

 

This week, Neptune have started reading Gulliver’s Travels. The boys have 

been predicting what is going to happen next in the box. They have 

expressed their ideas via a comic strip. Neptune have turned in to actors and 

have started to act out the start of Gulliver’s Travels. In maths, we have been 

working on timetables and patterns involving timetables. We have finished 

our week in maths by working on estimating. Neptune have carried on 

working on making their cakes for art out of clay. Well done Neptune for all 

your hard work this week.  
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The boys enjoying the new outdoor learning purchase of hammocks, the boys had 

to work in pairs to find 2 suitable trees to attach their hammock to, and then 

using simple knots attach the hammock to the tree using lengths of rope.  The 

boys used great communication and cooperation to erect their hammocks.  The 

real test came when they had to try out the hammock and did they trust each 

other’s knots? 
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