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Dear Parent/Carer, 

This week we have had quite a few children away from the school due to family holidays.  I am a strong 

believer in the value of families spending quality time together in a different environment. However I am 

also committed to the importance of children attending school whenever they are well enough to do so, as 

learning is so often a ‘drip feed’ process, where little by little, one concept builds on another and skills 

gradually develop. 

There will be numerous reasons why there were a few children away on holiday this week. For those of you 

based in Surrey, your local schools were closed and you may well have had other children at home. There 

was an assumption that the West Sussex schools dates would have matched. For others, you have 

mentioned that you had previously booked holidays last year or the year before on dates when the school in 

that year was closed. The pandemic led to the cancellation of that holiday and you arranged the exact dates 

for this year.  

I do understand the pressures of busy family lives, however, I would ask that you please take note of the 

term time dates on our school website when making arrangements. In the scenario noted about those based 

in other local authorities, even when holidays don’t match, there will often be an overlapping week when 

both local authorities have closed schools e.g. next week for Surrey and West Sussex. 

I am not wanting to be confrontational, and as I say, I genuinely understand the importance of family 

holidays, but also want the children to benefit as much as possible from what’s on offer here at Brantridge. 

Today we say goodbye to 3 members of staff. George Brown (Pupil Support), Emer Kelly (Class Teacher) and 

Charlotte Joyce (Teaching Assistant). All three have served the school exceptionally well. They leave with our 

gratitude and best wishes for the future. 

Finally, can I thank you for all your positive comments in last week’s Open Day. Your ongoing support is 

hugely valued. 

Have a lovely Easter, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Friday 8th April 2022. 
Dates for your diary: 

 Easter Holidays: 11th April to 22nd April 

 Early May Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 

 Summer Half Term break: 30th May to 

3rd June 

 Additional day in lieu of Platinum Jubilee 

Bank Holiday: 6th June 
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Brainstem Calmers to try over the Easter break…     When we are 

in heightened states of emotion it is difficult to get our thinking brain back online.  One of the 

most helpful ways to move children from these super-high anxiety or emotional states, to their 

calmer ‘thinking brain’, is repetitive rhythmic activity. Below are some ideas you might like to try 

at home over the Easter Break. 

Hello Parents / Carers 

Over the holidays, it would be really helpful if you could use the idioms covered this term to consolidate your 

child’s learning: a piece of cake, two peas in a pod, full of beans, not my cup of tea and couch potato. 

Lucy, our fantastic Art Therapist, has put together some ideas to help your child calm down when anxious 

(see below). They might be useful over the holidays. 

I hope you all have a lovely Easter and wonderful break. 

Best wishes 

Cath 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Breathing: Try some 

breathing exercises. 

One to try is drawing a 

square with your finger 

on the floor breathing 

in and then out for each 

side of the square. 

Reading or 

listening to an 

audio book or story 

together. 

Walking or 

marching: This 

could mean getting 

out for a walk or 

roleplaying being 

soldiers marching 

Ball games: 

Bouncing a ball or 

playing catch are 

great exercises 

which offer rhythm 

and repetition.   

Music: Listening 

to music alone or 

together, singing 

along or even 

making up your 

own tunes!  

Skipping:  A great 

rhythmic exercise 

young people can skip 

on their own or if you 

have a really big rope 

you can join in 

together.  

Drumming: You 

can use anything 

for this even just a 

table top- see if 

you can copy each 

other’s’ rhythms.  

 

Drawing: try 

drawing big circles 

with a pen in each 

hand- clockwise and 

then anticlockwise. 
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Pluto 

This week Pluto finished their setting description based on the story Alice in Wonderland.  They wrote 

about what they could see, taste and feel using grammar such as adjectives and prepositions. Pluto 

read the story of Easter and then sequenced the story.   

In Maths this week Pluto have been recapping their knowledge of what we have been learning this 

term.  

In Science they learnt what makes a circuit complete and incomplete by making different types of 

circuits on pictures and seeing if they worked.  

In Art some of Pluto painted their cupcake clay pots while others caught up and made their cupcake 

clay pots.  They used a pinch pot for the bases and coil clay method for the lid.   

Sadly it was Pluto’s last week swimming but they enjoyed applying the skills they had learnt to have 

front crawl swimming races.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Nova 

We have had a good week here in Nova. We have continued to enjoy “Casino Royale” to support our 

number bonds, greater than or less than and lower multiplications.  I have been so impressed with the 

engagement and focus the boys have put into this and I always look forward to playing.  In English we 

continue to work on our letter formations and spelling, and I encourage the boys to slow down and take 

care with their writing. 

Reading to rabbits is just a beautiful thing, the furry little beasts (rabbits) help focus and calm so much, 

the boys are often asking for another book or more phonics challenges to do, which is incredible.   

In Maths we have continued to look at fractions and the boys have engaged fantastically in this. 

In science we created parachutes, and explored how they work, we also started to look at light and how it 

is created. 

We have enjoyed time out on bikes and scooters and completing courses which help us with our turning 

and control. 

 



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN                     
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mars 

A great final week in Mars Class. 

We have been acting out lots of scenes from our class book, Viking Boy which we then turned 

into comic strip that we added text and speech to, this was lots of fun and all of the boys really 

engaged with this. 

In maths we put our knowledge of multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, 1000 into practice by 

converting measurements and other real life scenarios. 

On Monday we went down to Chichester as part of the West Sussex Music scheme and got to 

sing, drum and play other instruments with boys from a different school- we thoroughly enjoyed 

this and cannot wait for the next time!  

We are sad to say good-bye to our fantastic TA Charlotte who is leaving us to go on her travels 

and we wish her lots of luck for the future. 

Have a great half term break and happy Easter! 

 

Jupiter: 

This week, we have been working on descriptive writing. We have made dragons and dragons eggs 

to help with their writing. Jupiter have come up with some very good adjectives to describe the 

dragon and the egg.  

We have continued with decimals and this week we have worked on ordering numbers up to two 

decimals places.  The boys worked together well to complete this.  

We went horse riding. This week, the boys were able to ride the horses as well as look after them.  

Well done and have a good Easter.  
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Titan 

  Where has this term gone? We cannot believe that it is already the end of the spring term and in 

a couple of weeks’ time, it will be summer term. How time flies! Nevertheless, we have had a busy 

last week in Titan; we have been revisiting old learning and we have been playing games, board 

games as well as some school approved computer games.  

The pupils have been doing some colouring this week of some of their favourite characters.  

In maths we have used some good wipe clean boards, where the children had the chance to recall 

some prior learning, as well as applying some skills.  

The last Clip & Climb session was a success with all the pupils and they are all looking forward to 

Golf next half term.  

 

Saturn 

This week our learning has centred around the story of ‘The Egg Drop’. In the story the egg really wants to 

learn how to fly. He thinks he can but he falls and smashes to pieces. We used this to inspire us to design an 

armour for our own egg drop. The boys worked really hard on their plan, they drew pictures and wrote labels 

for the items they would need. They explained their choices and drew a mock-up of their final design. Once 

this was done, they were given the materials on their design sheet. Some children realised they hadn’t 

included items and edited their lists. They then had the opportunity to create their designs and test them by 

launching their eggs in armour out of a first storey window. The children then evaluated what had worked 

and suggested ideas to improve a future design. In science, we learned about different types of pollen and 

created our own daisy pollen using clay. 

We also learned the Easter story and the significance of particular symbols in the story. They also sequenced 

events in the Easter story. 
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Galaxy: 

This week, Galaxy have implemented projects for the boys to get involved in. Some boys have 

chosen to start cooking projects and have written shopping lists and visited a local supermarket to 

buy ingredients, before making the recipes (sushi, brownies, and pizza). Another pupil has taken 

the first steps in setting up an on-site car wash where staff will be able to pay for top-class car 

washes. These projects will be continued to be worked on when we return after Easter and we 

look forward to continuing the fantastic work the boys have started this week.  

 

 

Neptune 

On Monday, some of the boys in Neptune went on an exciting trip to Littlegreen Academy to take part 

in a music workshop.  It was a great experience for the boys who played as part of a band some of the 

boys even played piano - reading the musical notes.  Our boys did us proud.  They were polite, friendly 

and took part enthusiastically.  Well done. 

During this term we have been reading a book called The Boy who Grew Dragons.  This week we made 

dragon eggs out of papier mache and we also made dragons out of a variety of materials that took the 

boys’ fancy.  This helped them to think about descriptive language. 

We have continued with decimals and this week we have worked on ordering numbers up to two 

decimals places.  The boys are beginning to grasp this concept well. 

Next term we will be learning about Ancient Egypt in history so we got a bit of a start during the week 

making some Egyptian artefacts such as pyramids and Sphinx.  It’s already got some discussion going. 
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We finished the spring term in outdoor learning with an Easter Scavenger Hunt where the boys 

had to find 11 hidden eggs and complete the task which was written on the egg. Once they had 

completed all 11 tasks they received a little Easter treat. The 11 tasks were: stick as long as your 

arm, a blade of grass as long as your thumb, something prickly, spider’s web (do not touch), an 

insect (leave), a flower smaller than fingernail, a white flower, 2 leaves that look the same, a 

cloud that looks like an animal, make a birds nest from sticks, create a circle of stones or leaves. 
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