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Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

I hope that you’ve all had a fun and safe Easter holiday!  

We’ve seen the pupils return refreshed and ready for the term ahead and hope they continue to have a 

positive and successful Summer period with us here at Brantridge. In the role of Head of Behaviour, from 

time to time, we see a rash of certain behaviours which we, as a school, need to address with the help from 

you as parents/carers. 

Whilst the majority of the boys continue to show high standards of behaviour, recently, we have seen 

several instances of boys, when in crisis, setting the school fire alarms off which needs all staff and pupils to 

vacate the buildings and line up on the playground as per our fire procedure. I’m sure you’ll agree that this is 

an inconvenience to all, including the some of the pupils who are sensitive to the loud fire bell and rely on 

the routine of school day with minimal disruption.  

Of course, in all behavioural instances, education is the first port of call where we will be asking ‘Firewise’ to 

come into and deliver the full safety ramifications of a false alarm fire drill and how this may affect them 

either now or in the future.  

We, as a school will also continue drive home the message that the setting off the fire alarms in the school is 

both inconvenient, potentially dangerous and therefore unacceptable. If any pupil is found to have 

intentionally set the fire alarm off, that in the first instance you, as carers will be notified and also there will 

be a fixed period of time that the pupil will spend out of class to engage in a Restorative Practice talk and 

assess the risks of this continuing to happen.  

We hope that you will support us in this action going forward and do please let me know if you have any 

comments or questions. 

I hope you all have a fun and safe Bank Holiday weekend! 

Yours Sincerely,  

Gio de Lucia. 

Head of Behaviour. 

Friday 29th April 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 Early May Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 

 Half Term: Monday 30th May – Monday 

6th June (extra day in lieu of Platinum Bank Holiday) 

 INSET Day: Monday 27th June 

 Last day of Term: Friday 22nd July 
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The first week of the term started with a ‘pirate’ themed puppet show. Lots of the younger pupils 

were dressed as pirates so it seemed appropriate to introduce them to Pirate Pip. In true ‘pirate’ 

fashion, Pirate Pip had a wooden leg which led to all sorts of nonsense when he started to joke with 

Sam and Sally that he would make them walk the plank but then declared “I won’t really! I’m 

pulling your leg!” Sam and Sally retaliated by literally pulling Pirate Pip’s wooden leg (a paintbrush) 

which of course came off in their hands…. 

All the boys have the opportunity to watch the puppet show each Monday if they want to because 

class staff are encouraged to put it on in the background. Even if the boys state that they don’t 

want to watch it, they might choose to watch a small part of it. 

Yes you’ve guessed it…. This week’s Idiom of the Week has been 

‘I’m pulling your leg’. The boys have enjoyed using this idiom this 

week. I wonder if they can use it at home… 

Next week’s idiom is ‘It costs an arm and a leg’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will continue to keep you up to date with details of the weekly idiom so that you are able to use 

and discuss them with your child at home.  

Best wishes,  

Cath 
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Pluto 

A new a term means another WOW start and a new Topic.  This summer terms topic is ‘Around the 

World’.   For WOW week every class has been given a continent to learn about and create a display for 

that will be shown to other classes next Friday.  Pluto’s continent is South America so this week they 

have been learning where the continent is located and about a few of its mains countries.  Pluto have 

learnt about a landmark mountain in Peru called ‘Rainbow Mountain’. They used an image of the 

Rainbow Mountain to create an imaginative comic strip titled ‘How Rainbow Mountain got its colours’.  

They also recreated images of the Rainbow Mountain using pastels to form part of their display.  Pluto 

have learnt about Brazil and the Famous Brazil Carnival, they learnt the types of music they play, the 

themes and where it is held.  Pluto then created colourful carnival masks inspired by images and a Video 

clip for this year’s carnival.  They then travelled South West to Chilli and the Atacama Desert where they 

learnt that it is the driest place on Earth apart from the Polar Regions and that people who lived their 

created rain sticks to call for rain.  Pluto then made their own rain sticks in the style of the ones created 

in Chilli.  Pluto have been learning how to step count, order numbers and write numbers in maths this 

week. Using blocks to build towers when step counting in tens.  

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nova 

 

Dressing up as pirates is an excellent way to start our week.  The outfits were superb and staff pirate 

voices left them hoarse. An interesting week exploring Australia art, animals and the history of the 

boomerang.  The boys are creating a life sized visual fact file of Australia, highlighting landmarks and some 

of its unique wildlife using clay, aboriginal art techniques and painting.   We have also been learning about 

Captain Blackbeard and his campaign of terror around the Caribbean.  In maths, we have been learning 

how to spell numbers by matching them, tracing and writing them out.  English has seen the class focus 

on using correct punctuation at the start and end of a sentence.  The progress shown in this has been 

super and I look forward to the boys showing their understanding in their written work next week.  

Our mid-week trip to Tilgate was outstanding- excellent social skills, manners and kindness shown to each 

other, staff and members of the public.  We are looking forward to our horse riding next week. 
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Mars.  

A great first week back in Mars Class. We have started our new topic about 

continents. As part of our WOW start, each class was given a continent to study 

and create a show piece 3D map to create a whole school display. Mars Class have 

Asia so we have spent the week learning lots of great facts such as that there are 

48 countries, 2300 languages, we wrote sentences and shared these in class. As 

well as this, we have started to create a huge 3D map out of saltdough which 

demonstrates the water, lowland, hills and mountains, we will be learning the 

different flags and adding these as well as different animals and climates. 

In food tech we created delicious Asian inspired noodles where we practiced 

cutting, chopping and frying skills. 

In maths this week we have been learning about area and perimeter, some of us 

went out with the trundle wheel to measure the perimeter of the playground and 

surrounding areas, others worked on the area of complex 2d shapes. 

For PE we went off for our first session at Clip and Climb which we loved! 

Pictures on Tapestry to view. 

 

 

Jupiter: 

This week Jupiter have been learning about North America, we have looked at 

different land marks and locations as part of our WOW week. 

In English we have been studying Non-fiction writing techniques and all the boys 

have produced fantastic articles! 

In maths the boys have been digging in to decimals, and how to add, subtract and 

multiply them. 

The boys have had a chance to take a trip to the gym and have had a fantastic time 

jumping and rolling over obstacles and jumping into the foam pit. 

Well done to Jupiter for working fantastically and settling in with their new teacher 

extremely well. 
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Titan 

  Welcome back to a very short half term from Titan class!  

The pupils have come back showing a positive attitude and mind-set. We have been working on 

our presentation for the WOW week – each class focuses on one continent and try and produce a 

3D model of theta continent with facts and info; ours is Europe, which we are very pleased about. 

Some pupils have been working tirelessly to make flags for all 44 countries in Europe and they are 

looking amazing. They could have printed them off, but they decided to colour them in themselves 

and use toothpicks to stick them on the map – what a great idea!  

Some pupils have been making 3D models of some famous European landmarks using card, paper, 

and any junk modelling that we could get our hands on.  

The pupils had their first Golf lesson yesterday and they enjoyed it very much and today the pupils 

looked after the rabbits as it was our turn to do so.  

 

        

Saturn 

 

We have had a super first week back to school. The boys are working extremely hard on their attention and 

listening skills. They thoroughly enjoyed our wow start Pirate day. It was great to see all the costumes and 

them all engage in the activities. We have been working hard on our wow week finale, a 3d map of Oceania, 

our focus continent. We have enjoyed learning about the differences between life in Australia and life here. 

We located both countries on a globe and we used an atlas to help us create our 3d map. We’ve also learned 

some facts about Australian animals such as the Duckbill Platypus and wrote a fact sheet about them and 

used lego/duplo/salt dough to create our own Australian animals. 
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Galaxy: 

It has been a really positive first week back for the Galaxy Community. We have 

focussed on settling back into school life and routines after the Easter Break. The 

pupils have also all been encouraged on taking more control and responsibility for 

their learning with the helpful guidance of the Galaxy Staff Team. We have seen a lot 

of positivity from this approach and an increase in engagement in learning topics 

such as reading, science, history, geography, cooking and PE. There has also been 

much more group work taking place between the pupils which is improving their 

relationship building and social skills. Well done to all the Galaxy Team! 

 

 Neptune 

It has been great to see Neptune class excited to be back at school. We have started 

our new topic about continents. As part of our WOW start, each class was given a 

continent to study and create a show piece 3D map to create a whole school display. 

Our continent is Africa. We have learnt about the countries and language they speak 

in Africa. Also, listening to their music and what they wear in parts of Africa.  

In maths, we have started working on problem solving. Which the boys have shown 

great team work to solve the problems. In English, we have started work on a non-

chronological report.  

We finished off our week with swimming. Well done Neptune.  
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The outdoor learning sessions this week were focused around Well Being and how 

to use nature to relax and how to connect and play with nature. We started with 

Supercharging sticks that help more active children find a way to feel calm and 

calm their emotions by hitting sticks on trees, the ground, musical wall or fence. 

The boys then had some free time before ending the session with serenity stones 

which the boys used to calm and transfer any negative energy 
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