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Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

As I am writing this in my office this morning, we are awaiting the arrival of most of you as parents/carers to 

our Open Day. Despite it being a cold morning, the school looks wonderful under the clear blue skies. We are 

fortunate as a school to be located within such beautiful grounds, something which is so beneficial to our 

pupils, in terms of having plenty of greenery and space all around them. This is invaluable to our children in 

supporting with their regulation. 

However the greatest ‘strength’ any school can have is not its location, nor any resources it uses (although 

we have purchased a significant amount of new curriculum resources in recent months), but rather it is the 

quality of the staff who support the young people. 

We are extremely pleased to have a team of staff here at Brantridge who are of the highest calibre. The 

qualities needed in a school like Brantridge are numerous. The ability to build strong, consistent 

relationships with the pupils is key; resilience – a realisation that all our children have specific needs and that 

a comment or an action the child makes at a time of crisis is not something that is necessarily meant and 

certainly not to be held on to; a genuine belief that given the right environment and support that every child 

can have a bright future and can contribute positively to society both now and in the future. 

Our staff seek to live out these qualities and perspectives day by day, in and around the classrooms, and 

make Brantridge the positive place that it is for so many of our pupils. 

I trust that your experiences today during your visit, chimes with these comments. 

Thank you again for your attendance today and ongoing support. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

 

 

Friday 1st April 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 Open Day: Friday, 1st April. 

 Easter Holidays: 11th April to 22nd April 

 Early May Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 
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This week, many of the pupils have been telling me what zone they are in and why. Every speech 

and language therapy session starts with a ‘zone check-in’ to help pupils develop an awareness of 

their own emotions, the emotions of others, increase emotional literacy and understand how 

emotions can fluctuate. This is an important step in The Zones of Regulation programme. More 

details to follow on this. I wonder if your child can tell you what the four colours of the zones are 

and what they represent. 

This week, the ‘Idiom of the Week’ has been ‘not my cup of tea’. During the puppet show, Sam 

made Sally a cup of coffee and was very confused when she said “Thank you Sam but you can have 

it because coffee isn’t my cup of tea.” After lots of “I know coffee isn’t tea… it’s COFFEE and I made 

it for YOU so it’s YOURS!” from Sam and exasperation from Sally, Sam finally understood what she 

was talking about! Idioms and non-literal language can be so difficult for our pupils to grasp but 

learning them in a comical way will hopefully help the boys realise that idioms can be fun. 

I will keep you up to date with details of the weekly idiom so that you are able to use and discuss 

them with your child at home.  

Next week’s idiom is ‘couch potato’. 

Best wishes,  

Cath 

 

 

 



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN                     
 
 
 
 

Pluto 

Pluto this week have been busy learning about fractions of objects and amounts.   

In English the class read a younger child’s adaptation of the Alice in Wonderland Story, some of the 

pupils volunteered to read aloud and did so beautifully.  We then looked at how the author used 

prepositions and adjectives to set the scene of the Mad Hatters Tea Party.  As a class we recorded 

vocabulary used.  We the set up a Tea Party in the classroom and had a picture from the book, to collect 

vocabulary for their setting descriptions.  They focused on what they could see, taste and feel.   

In Cooking Pluto made Irish Pancakes, these were savoury and used potatoes to form the batter. The 

pupils enjoyed mashing the potatoes and showed off some impressive chopping skills when chopping the 

spring onions.   

In Art,  Pluto used clay and pinch pot method to create the bases for our Cupcake Clay pots they are 

making.   They then used sausage shaped clay on top of each other to make the icing lids.  

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nova 

 

Goodness me, this week has flown by as fleetingly as the snowfall.  We have continued to enjoy “Casino 

Royale” to support our number bonds, greater than or less than and lower multiplications.  I have been so 

impressed with the engagement and focus the boys have put into this and I always look forward to 

playing.  In English we continue to work on our letter formations and spelling, the progress made in some 

areas has been superb and I encourage the boys to slow down and take care with their writing. 

Reading to rabbits is just a beautiful thing, the furry little beasts (rabbits) help focus and calm so much, 

the boys are often asking for another book or more phonics challenges to do, which is incredible.  The 

progress and attention to fractions this week has been marvellous.  We are really starting to get the hang 

of what makes up the different parts of the fractions, even though this is not everyone’s’ cup of tea. 

 



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN                     
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mars 

 

This week in Mars Class we have tried our hand at blackout poetry. We 

absolutely loved it! From choosing interesting words and then honing these 

down into a pleasing poem and finally illustrating, absolutely brilliant work! 

In maths we have been practicing multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000, 

we are all at different levels but everyone has tried really hard and made good 

progress. 

In art this week we have finished off our over-sized rings as part of the Jubilee 

celebrations, they look absolutely fantastic- we are very proud. 

PE saw us back at K2 for gymnastics which we really enjoy and have lots of fun. 

All available on Tapestry to view!  

 

Jupiter: 

This week, we have become news journalist. The boys have started to work on 

writing a newspaper. 

In maths, we have been working on decimals. We have been so focused on this, that 

the boys have asked for more decimal work.  

At Horse Riding, Jupiter learnt to trot – which made the boys bounce up and down 

on the horses.  

Well done on your hard work Jupiter.  
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Titan 

  We have had a week full of catching learning to do; we have revisited some of the prior learning 

the pupils needed some more consolidation with, as well as completing some reading assessments 

so we can see what we need to focus on in the last term – Summer term – which seems not real 

that we are already talking about the Summer term.  

In Maths we looked at fractions, in particular adding and subtracting fractions with the same 

denominator, as well as different denominators.  

In English we focused on recount/diary writing this week; the pupils watched a short video clip, in 

which a boys, who is only interested in playing computer games, receives a present from his mum 

in a box; it turns out to be a cute puppy with a missing paw, which the boy rejects at the 

beginning, but he is won by the puppy’s determination to play, even if he finds running difficult. It 

turns out that the two were not much different as the boy himself was missing a leg. The pupils 

enjoyed the clip and the task very much.  

        

Saturn 

We read the story, ‘Lost in the toy museum’ and practised our skills of inference and prediction. We discussed 

new vocabulary and then we sequenced the story. We used our story sequencing to act out the story and 

create freeze frames which we later wrote captions for. In maths, we have been looking at making 5, we have 

looked doubles and halving. We learned about the children in Afghanistan who aren’t able to go to school and 

have to work. We thought about how the children’s lives were different to ours. The children in Afghanistan 

said how much they missed going to school so we thought about the best part of our school day and what we 

would miss if we could no longer come to school. In art we have started looking at art by Julie Bozzi who 

created mini reproductions of American food. We then designed our own party food for the Queen which we 

will produce next week. 
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Galaxy: 

   A much colder week this week so a lot of the activities have ended up being indoor activities! 

 

  Galaxy have, however, enjoyed some walks in the local area and in some cases have joined the            

other classes in their weekly trips out to Horse riding, Gymnastics and Clip and Climb. 

Galaxy are enjoying the variety of activities available to them, delivered by a great 1:1 team 

 

 

Neptune 

This week In Neptune class, we have completed our oversized crown.  The boys enjoyed 

using lots of bling to make the oversized jewels to go with it.  It looks amazing and the 

boys are rightfully really proud of it. 

We have looked at mutliplying and dividing decimals by 10 and 100.  The boys picked 

this up very quickly I was so impressed with them. 

The boys learnt about open questions in English and how to use them to find out more 

information.  They used open questions whilst interviewing Thor, Loki and Freya so they 

could get the full story of Thor’s missing hammer.  They then used this information to 

write up the main body of the story for their newspaper article. 

We explored uncomfortable feelings in PSHE, identifying them and identifying the 

situations they occur in.  Some very reflective work. 
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This week in outdoor learning boys today have been learning about and then 

creating Dream Catchers. They have noticed that the threads look like spiders 

webs and how Native American’s believed that if hung above a bed they 

would collect bad dreams. Then if they wished the boys could add native 

English leaves and submit towards a schools competition being held by the 

South of England Agricultural Show in June 
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