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Dear Parent/Carer, 

Whilst it may now seem a long time ago, the last bulletin we tried to send out was on the day of Storm 

Eunice! Like many others we had issues at the school with our remote access, electricity and Wi-Fi 

connection which meant that we were not able to send you that week’s bulletin. Apologies. 

Throughout this week we have been celebrating reading and books. The week’s highlight was probably 

yesterday when so many pupils and staff dressed up as various book characters. Thank you to so many of 

you who had clearly supported your children with this – the pupils loved the whole event!  

Whilst mentioning books can I take this opportunity to encourage you to spend time listening to your 

children read or be reading to them. A few minutes each day makes such a difference in a child’s progress in 

this area. I am sure that I have previously noted that reading is the key that opens up the school curriculum 

and learning more widely. Skills in this area bring about a greater understanding during the lessons and 

enhances enjoyment of those lessons. These are just some of the reasons our staff make such an effort to 

listen your child read regularly.  

This coming Monday some of our older pupils are again participating in a football tournament in Burgess Hill. 

You’ll remember me noting the success our pupils achieved in a previous tournament – we wish these pupils 

well again. 

Finally, I wanted to share with you the date of our next Open Day – Friday, 1st April. (This isn’t a joke!) Please 

can I encourage you to set it aside and make attendance a priority if you possibly can. We will firm up exact 

timings in the next few days, but it will essentially run from mid-morning to 1.30pm on that day. Those of 

you who were part of the school community pre-pandemic will know what a highlight these Open Days were 

in the school calendar. The rate of parental attendance was outstanding and gave families a really good 

chance to hear and find out about their child’s daily experiences in a very real way. 

Have a good weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Friday 4th March, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 Open Day: Friday, 1st April. 

 Easter Holidays: 11th April to 22nd April 

 Early May Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 
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Pluto 

Pluto this week have been celebrating World book day and  the author Roald Dahl.  To start the week 

they made snozzcumber sandwiches, a favorite treat for the BFG.  In our English lessons they have been 

reading The Twits and showing their understanding of the character. They have shown this by drawing 

and writing a character description for Mr Twit and role playing the famous wormy spagetti prank Mrs 

Twit played on Mr Twit. They used role on the wall to become the character and think about what Mr 

Twit is like on the outisde (what we know) and how he might be feeling and thinking on the inside.  In 

math Pluto have been learning to divide using sharing and a number line.  They then used a method of 

their choice to solve problems.  We read the extract from Matilda about the eating of the chocolate cake 

and then watched a clip. Pluto used this then to link with art and created a still life image of a real 

chocolate cake that was placed on a table in the classroom.  On World Book day itself Pluto dressed up 

as characters from Roald Dahl book, as a class we read more of the Twits, went on a Scanvenger hunt 

around the school using our geography sketch map reading skills  and created favorite book character 

masks using a media of their choice.   

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

 

This week in Mercury, the boys have been preparing for World Book Day. They have shared 

their favourite book characters, stories and authors with each other and discussed why they like 

these.  

We have been reading ‘Two Terrible Vikings’ and constructing Viking armour, shields and 

swords for their World Book Day costumes. We have looked at Viking designs and painted these 

onto our shields. We have also been looking at healthy eating and what it means to have a 

balanced diet, creating our own healthy lunch boxes.  

In maths we have started to look at rounding numbers which we will continue with next week. 
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Mars 

 

This week we were preparing our costumes for World Book Day. As we have been reading the tales of 

Beowulf, we made our own replicas of Viking shields, swords, axes and helmets to record a short film. 

 

 On Thursday the boys came dressed as Vikings and we re-enacted the story of Beowulf defeating the 

demon called Grendel.  

 

We also carried out World Book Day activities in class. Friday, we took part in a hockey lesson for PE 

where we carried on learning how to dribble, pass to one another and tackle with hockey sticks and we 

finished off with a game        

Jupiter: 

 A fantastic week had by all the boys to have adapted well to changes due to staff. 

In Jupiter we dedicated a day to world book day where we focused our attention onto the work of Roald 

Dahl, We created our own giants after looking at the different types of giants from the BFG, and we created 

our own dream jars also inspired by the BFG.  

We created our own propsposterous plant as Roald Dahl invented many propspoterous plants like the 

bong-bong tree that grows in loompa land.  

In Maths we have continued to look at fractions, how to simplify them. 

In English we have been looking at Homophones 

We have been cooking making pancakes for Pancake Day! 

In History we started to look at the religion of the Vikings and what they believed in 
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Titan 

The first week back went really quickly in Titan class; everyone has enjoyed completing work that 

involved books in general. The maths problems have been adapted to reflect the theme too, for 

e.g. counting nouns, adjectives, punctuation signs and addition and subtraction to involve these.  

In Science we looked at how you use a microscope correctly and what we can see through it, as 

well as what is a microscope useful for.  

We have completed many quizzes on books, authors, characters and plots.  

The children have taken part in a live lesson today with The National Literacy Trust, who is 

promoting reading with the help and support of footballer. The children had the chance to see 

some famous footballers who asked questions as part of a 20 questions quiz about football and 

books. We did really well, we got 19 out of 20 and we were very proud of ourselves.  

                        

Saturn 

What a wonderful week we have had in Saturn. We have enjoyed a whole week of learning inspired by Rachel 

Bright’s book, ‘The Squirrels Who Squabbled’. This led to us finding out about Andy Goldsworthy, who creates 

art work using natural materials and his sculptures are temporary and usually made outside. As a result, we 

went on a walk offsite and collected lots of different leaves, moss, twigs and other natural materials which we 

brought back to school to create our own art. 

We also created a wonderful stage area that we will be using to recreate some of our favourite stories. The 

children all engaged in working together to build this and have taken a lot of pride in it. 

World book day was lots of fun, we went on a scavenger hunt to find out which children’s books were the 

staff’s favourite. We watched a live stream from world book day with a clip from the musical ‘Matilda’ and 

then we had to search books to find different items such as a witch, king, dog, socks, food etc which was a lot 

of fun. The children were very good at knowing where to find some of the items, as they know the stories 

well.  
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Galaxy: 

   A calm and collected week has flown by already.  The week was spent listening to Julia 

Donaldson stories while exploring proportions of shapes and volumes, finding out ways to 

measure halves of certain containers and estimating which one was bigger or smaller.  During our 

rather quiet fishing trip, we discussed why we can see the light reflecting off of the lake and why 

we struggle to see a clear reflection when the wind causes ripples on the surface. 

 

I have been blown away by the quality of handwriting and the care and control of pencil and pen 

skills, as well as the focus and engagement, at times for over an hour of independent effort, 

staying on task!  Well done Galaxy.  I look forward to challenging you further with your learning! 

 
Neptune 

First week back and we have got so much done!  The boys have continued their work with fractions finding unit and non-

unit fractions of a number.  This learning was made more engaging by combining it with T-shirt decorating, pancake 

making, Easter hat decorating and, in honour of Book Day, creating a superhero fraction book. 

In English the boys excelled themselves with their dramatised retelling of the story of Beowulf. First, we watched the story 

on BBC Learning - I have never seen them so engaged in a story!  The boys then sequenced the story and we then worked 

as a team; developing the script and the stage directions.  They even used the Viking chant they had created last term as 

part of the script.   Throughout the week, the boys had been working on their costumes – helmets, axes and shields and 

these were used to good effect in our dramatisation which you can see on Tapestry. 

During our bikes and scooters session on Thursday, the boys also undertook a book scavenger hunt.  They had to find the 

titles of staff’s favourite books.  In D&T we made soda bread.  This time we put in an acid (lemon) to react with the baking 

soda so that the bread would rise better. 
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This week in outdoor learning we continue with the Celebrations Topic and celebrated 

Shrove Tuesday with cooking pancakes on top of a tin can which was heated just by 

a tea light candle. The boys all really enjoyed this activity with the older pupils also 

learning how to strike a match safely to light there tea light candle 
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