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Dear Parent/Carer, 

With the weather improving the children have been able to do some more of their learning outside as well 

as making off site trips more accessible. As well as weekly off site PE sessions (golf, swimming, horse riding, 

climbing and gymnastics) for those classes who’s turn it is to access this this half term, on Monday Jupiter 

class visited the Herstmonceaux Science Observatory. Our pupils had a fantastic time there with a wide 

range of enjoyable ‘hands on’ learning experiences. 

 

On Monday 4th April some of our older pupils are visiting Littlegreen Academy in Chichester to take part in a 

musical roadshow led by West Sussex Music. This is a culmination to a series of online music sessions 

organised by West Sussex, learning songs and instrumental parts from ‘Rockin all over the World’.  Needless 

to say, the children enjoyed it! 

 

These things are all examples of the way our staff work hard to try to make learning engaging. Sometimes 

this will be through making learning as engaging as possible on site and sometimes by taking pupils off site. 

Wherever learning takes place we recognise the importance of making it as interesting as possible as we 

seek to fulfil our school ethos of ‘meeting the needs of our particular children’. 

 

We look forward to seeing you a week today for our ‘Open Day’. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

 

 

 

 

Friday 25th March, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 Open Day: Friday, 1st April. 

 Easter Holidays: 11th April to 22nd April 

 Early May Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 
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What a lovely sunny week we’ve had! I’ve been telling the pupils that the sun is shining and it 

makes me feel happy and calm. The weather puts me in the Green Zone. At Brantridge School we 

use The Zones of Regulation to help us identify how we are feeling and to help identify how others 

are feeling. Please have a look on the website for more information. 

This week, the ‘Idiom of the Week’ has been ‘full of beans’. During the puppet show, Sam was 

bouncing around and Sally said he was full of beans. Sam was confused by this because he hadn’t 

eaten any beans so he wondered how he could be full of beans.  I explained that an ‘idiom’ is a 

word or phrase that means something different to what it is saying.  I wonder if your child will 

remember this idiom when they are energetic… 

I will keep you up to date with details of the weekly idiom so that you are able to use and discuss 

them with your child at home.  

Next week’s idiom is ‘Not my cup of tea’. 

Best wishes,  

 Cath 
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Pluto 

A great week In Pluto. They made the most of the lovely weather by having a Social 

Communication session outside on the grass where they played a game where they had to be 

quiet and sit still even with fun distractions e.g. bubbles and toy snakes.  

In maths they have been learning fractions of shapes, finding halves quarters and thirds.  

In English they created a missing poster for The Owl Mother from the book ‘Owl Babies’. To 

create this they need to retrieve the information from the book about who, when and where 

the character went missing from.  They then used an image from the book to create expanded 

noun phrases containing adjectives to describe the missing character.  

In Science they continued learning about Electricity. They learnt what an appliance is and that 

electrical appliances can be powered by batteries or mains electricity.  They then sorted the 

appliance in a Venn diagram. 

In History this week they watched a catchy clip with a Song about King Alfred the Great and 

then had to discuss why people thought he was such a great King. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

 

What a beautiful week.  The sun is warm, the flowers are poking out their little heads and we 

have enjoyed our learning outside in garden while it lasts.  Our translation of shapes in maths has 

been accurate and shown a good level of skill and understanding demonstrated.  In English, we 

have explored the way prefixes and suffixes change the meaning of words and how we do or 

could use them within our everyday vocabulary.   

We started trying to investigate how light travels by making shadow puppets and I look forward 

to revisiting this at another time.  Golf was another tricky adventure into the short game, 

working putting on the green which is another very hard skill, so well done for the perseverance 

and engagement.  Wrap up warm next week boys!  
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Mars 

This week in Mars Class we have been reading our class book- Viking Boy by Tony Bradman. This has 

informed our English this week where we have used role on the wall to create a character description 

that includes his outward appearance as well as his character traits that we deduced from our reading. 

We use PEE to justify our statements and thesauruses to find synonyms. 

In maths this week we have been converting units of measure, this saw us practising multiplying and 

dividing my 10, 100, 1000 as well as learning new terminology such as capacity, volume, mass and length. 

We have continued to work on our golden rings in art as [part of our jubilee celebrations, in history and 

DT we have worked on our longboats as Viking village ready to re-enact the invasion. 

We went off to gym sessions at K2 and all made fantastic progress.  

All available to see on Tapestry as always! 

Have a great weekend 

 

Jupiter: 

An amazing week for the boys in Jupiter class this week, we had a fantastic school trip on Monday to the 

science centre where all the boys enjoyed getting hands on with a variety of science experiments on a 

range of different scientific topics. 

Wednesday we continued our horse riding skills, the boys even got to experience a walk out on their horses 

in the sunshine. We have been out in the playground carrying out some fun and excitable PE games and 

have enjoyed cooking pizzas. 

In English we learnt about recounting events where the boys recounted their experience from the science 

trip they went to on Monday. 

We went out on a walk to the local park and visited the church, enjoying the nice weather this week. 
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Titan 

  It has been another week full of new and exciting learning in Titan class; we have focused on 

more active learning, to give the pupils the chance to experience different ways of retaining 

knowledge, as well as making it more engaging.  

The boys had an enjoyable trip to ‘Clip and Climb’ at the Triangle and made lots of progress on the 

equipment   

Another great week in Titan with some great learning and a little bit of football in the beautiful 

sunshine. 

 

Have a great weekend! 

Saturn 

This week we have based our learning around the book ‘Toy Story.’ The children were already familiar with 

the story and characters and liked to share their knowledge of it. We discussed the celebration in the story 

and linked it to how we celebrate our own birthdays. We decided to hold our own party for Andy so the 

children were tasked with creating a shopping list for the party. We began this by representing words with 

pictures and then we added our captions to it.  At the end of the week we had great fun at our party and 

played games old/new to link to our learning in history of past and present toys. 

In art we have been designing and creating our own coins to commemorate the Queen’s jubilee celebration 

this year. We each chose our own designs and created our coins using clay. In science our learning has 

continued to focus on plants and we labelled parts of a flower and discussed their function. We have also 

spent a lot of the week playing games to support our attention and listening skills as well as our social skills as 

we continue to build positive relationships with one another. 
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Galaxy: 

   The boys in Galaxy have been fully taking advantage of the sunshine this week!  

This took the form of a regular PE session out in the All Weather Pitch, where the boys were able 

to work together was a team with their 1:1 staff and have great time with all the equipment on 

offer. 

Outdoor learning has also been a great hit with the ‘slackline’ being used regularly be the boys 

…and staff! 

We all hope you have a great weekend! 

 

Neptune 

This week in Neptune we have started work on Newspaper reports.  The boys have listened to the story of Thor 

and his stolen hammer and they will re-write this as newspaper report.  He have started work on the Headline, 

byline and lead.  They have worked really well on this and they are enjoying the task.   

In maths, we are working on decimal numbers.  We have looked at what a decimal is and how it relates to 

fractions we  have looked at tenths and hundreths as place values too.  This is a tricky concept for the boys but 

they are making good progress. 

In art, we have started working on creating crowns, this is with the Jubilee in mind.  The boys have made 

prototypes and we will be moving on to making one whole giant class crown.  

Thursday was our day to look after the rabbits.  The boys love doing this.  They have given them names and love 

stroking, feeding them and cleaning the cage.   

In science we looked at what a reversible change was.  We had ice (solid) which changed to a liquid when 

melted and then, because it was such a lovely day we could watch the melted ice evaporating outside off the 

ground (gas).  This generated lots of really good scientific discussion. 

In RE we are exploring people of faith.  This week we learnt about Mala and her fight for the right for girls to 

have an education.  The boys were very impressed with what she has achieved in her life and shocked to realise 

that in some countries children still do not receive an education.  We had some great discussions around what 

belief and faith meant.  I was impressed with the level of the boys’ understanding of this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN                     
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

This week in outdoor learning,  a new piece of equipment was introduced a Slackline which 

is a dynamic balance activity which involves walking and balancing on a stretchy line which 

is tensioned between 2 trees, so it’s a bit like walking on a thin trampoline! The boys have 

been introduced to the safe use of the slackline and had great fun using it.  

A Slackline is great for improving core strength, co-ordination, flexibility, focus and 

resilience 
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