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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are look forward to welcoming you to our 

first Open Day since before the pandemic! Thank you to all those of you who have returned the 

forms to say that you will be attending on Friday, 1st April. I mentioned in a previous Bulletin that I 

would give more detail and so here it is. Let me outline some of the activities that will take place: 

- Parent teacher consultation: You will have a 10 minute slot to talk to your child’s class 

teacher about their progress and engagement. This will take place in your child’s class. It is 

your decision as a family whether you would like your child to join you for that meeting or 

not. 

- Tour of the school: So many of you have joined the school during the pandemic which has 

meant that your opportunities to look around the school and familiarise yourself with it has 

been limited. There will be set tours on this day to enable this to happen. 

- Art Therapy input: Some of your children participate in these sessions. There will be 

opportunity to hear an input from Lucy Shaw our Art Therapist about what this entails and 

the benefits of it. 

- ‘Idioms and Inferences’: So many of our pupils have communication challenges. Cath 

Mattison our Speech and Language therapist will be inputting on how best to support your 

child with regards to inferred speech and idioms – things which can often prove problematic 

for some of our pupils. 

- Tapestry: Danielle Harry will be showing how you as parents can get the most out of 

Tapestry, our online learning log. 

As well as this families can participate in Outdoor learning activities and spend your money in the 

stalls that the children will be running. Our time together should end with the presentation of 

various certificates. 

It promises to be a good day! Please make sure that you return the forms that you have been sent 

in relation to this day as this will really help us with the planning arrangements. We look forward to 

seeing you there. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Friday 18th March, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 Open Day: Friday, 1st April. 

 Easter Holidays: 11th April to 22nd April 

 Early May Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 
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The Therapy Team have been busy this week re-designing the therapy section of 

the school’s website with up to date information. We will be including information 

on The Zones of Regulation so that parents / carers have access to this. If your child 

comes home talking about the Blue, Green, Yellow and Red Zones, the website will 

be a good place to look to find out what they are talking about.  

This week, the ‘Idiom of the Week’ has been ‘two peas in a pod’. During the puppet 

show, my puppets Sam and Sally were confused by this. When 

I described them as being two peas in a pod because they 

were wearing matching hats, they said “but we’re not green 

and round…?” I explained that an ‘idiom’ is a word or phrase 

that means something different to what it is saying, and then 

we discussed the meaning of ‘two peas in a pod’. I wonder if 

your child will remember this idiom if you point out when two people are 

wearing something similar… 

I will keep you up to date with details of the weekly idiom so that you are able 

to use and discuss them with your child at home.  

Next week’s idiom is ‘full of beans’……  

Best wishes,  

                                      Cath 

 

Sally 

Sam 
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Pluto 

Another busy week in Pluto.  This week Pluto in maths have been learning positional and directional 

language.  They have been learning different turns, clockwise and anticlockwise,  left and right and 

compass points. They have been directing toy cars,  creating own dance routines and finding treasure.  

In English to celebrate the importance of family they read the The Owl Babies story. In the story the 

mother owl goes out and does not return for a night.  The Owl Babies are worried and it shows how they 

try to help each other with their worry.  Pluto first identified the parts of story (beginning, middle and 

end).  They then created their own versions of the story’s ending.   

In History they watched a video about Saxon Life and then had a discussion about the different chores 

and roles were in a Saxon Village.   

Pluto in art were experimenting with line and different medias and drew a sweet using different line 

techniques e.g. continusous and hatching.   

This week was British Science week and this years focus was on growth. Pluto learnt that physical 

excercise is important for their growth and development.  We watched some video clips of people 

excercising outdoors and then went into our playground to look for different ways they could excersise.   

 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

 

Goodness me, what a super week that has just shot by.  The sun is out, we continue to make 

excellent regulatory choices when feeling like we are creeping towards the red zone, we have 

been quicker to return to green and been showing some wonderful progress.  We have explored 

and improved the use of specific language when describing directions and movement in maths; 

programming routes across the patio for another peer to follow with accuracy. 

In English, we have been delving into the confusing world of common exception words and 

homophones.  I have been so impressed with the resilience and focus shown in these 

challenging learning episodes.  The boys have shown a great retention of their phonics and 

picked apart how common exception words “should” be spelt which was tremendous. 

Golf was superb- the boys got to experience the driving range, showing some good technique 

and progress, listening skills and outstanding behaviour.  Well done boys.   

 



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN                     
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mars 

A difficult week in Mars with the Covid closing the class for a period of time. Hovever, he boys 

did incredibly well when they did return on Thursday and Friday, dealing with a change in 

staff. 

The boys have worked really hard on the tasks that they have been given and are relishing 

next week where we hope the regular taff will be back for some more exciting activities! 

Have a great weekend! 

Jupiter: 

 This week in Jupiter, the boys have been working really hard on their handwriting and formation of letters, 

we have also looked at myths and legends where we have watched some BBC bite size videos on what is a 

myth and what is a legend, we have read and watched some interesting myths and legends and even 

created our own mythical creature from clay. 

In history we have continued our studies of the Vikings. 

The boys have continued their design and technology projects of looking at castles and are getting ready to 

build their own. 

Some of our boys have been horse riding this week for PE, which the boys really enjoyed and are gaining 

confidence around the horses. 

We have also been cooking as well, where we made sugar cookies. 

We are also looking forward to our school trip on Monday to the science center. 
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Titan 

  It has been another week full of new and exciting learning in Titan class; we have focused on 

more active learning, to give the pupils the chance to experience different ways of retaining 

knowledge, as well as making it more engaging. The pupils used the graphs that they made last 

week to ask questions using the data from the graphs. We then moved onto mean, mode, median 

and range, concepts that the pupils found a bit tricky to remember.  

As it has been British Science week this week, we have spent one afternoon focusing on 

Science/PE lessons; we looked at optical illusions and discussed how they happen, we measured 

hands – pupils in the whole school – to look at sizes of hands and compare with their age and we 

completed an outdoor gym course and relay. 

In English, we started a piece of writing on dialogue and how to use speech marks correctly. The 

pupils loved the writing and we saw some great engagement and ideas.  

 

Saturn 

What a wonderful week we have had! We have welcomed three new pupils to Saturn recently and seen some 

of our past members move on to a new class. The children have coped with this really well and we have seen 

some lovely co-operative play, friendship building and positive relationships are forming. We have had lots of 

fun enjoying Cath’s (SaLT) puppet show, sensory circuits and an in class session with Cath on zones of 

regulation and attention autism. 

We have continued our learning in history around toys and children sorted pictures which showed toys of 

their time, their parent’s time and their grandparent’s time and looked at the differences. 

In maths we have been learning about fractions. We have been focussing on how to halve an object and a 

quantity, we did this by using playdough and discussed how a whole needs to be split into two parts and each 

part has to be equal. We then moved on to splitting an object into 4 parts and each of these being a quarter. 

We used hot cross buns to practise this and used the words quarter and whole as we ate them! 

In English we have been learning to use adjectives to describe a character and using our phonics to help us 

sound out words. 

We’ve planted some pretty flowers and bulbs in the garden area which we have been really enjoying in the 

sunshine! 
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Galaxy: 

   The boys in Galaxy have had a stellar week this week! 

 

Learning to work together and showing their PE prowess in the All-Weather Pitch! This included 

having a go at Cricket, Football and other ball games. Galaxy loved it, including those boys who 

wouldn’t normally enjoy the outdoor pursuits really having a go and loving the beautiful weather 

this week 

 

Have a great weekend! 

 
Neptune 

In Neptune class this week we have started working on a fact sheet about Anglo Saxon village life.  We 

researched together as a class and the boys helped me to take very detailed notes.  They have started writing 

up paragraphs from their notes and I have been really impressed with the quality of their sentences. 

In maths we have moved onto finding the area of a shape.  We used A4 sheets of paper to fill in a lare rectangle 

marked out on the floor.  This helped the boys to see the difference between area and perimeter.  They have 

grasped all of this very easily and are now indepenently answering questions relating to area and perimeter.   

They throughouly enjoyed this week’s science lesson.  We have moved on to a new topic, States of Matter.  This 

week we looked at solids and liquids.  The boys were set a challenge to find the best sweets to withstand 

extreme heat.  They made predictions and observations (they reckoned chocolate would be the first sweet to 

melt and that the jelly beans wouldn’t melt at all).  Through careful observation they found that their 

predictions were correct! 

In geography, we learnt how to use index and grid references in an atlas. This lesson worked nicely with our 

history topic as we were set a challenge to locate Roman, Viking and Anglo Saxon settlements on an atlas. 

Continuing our healthy eating theme, the boys made a delicious salad! And in art we used paints to caputre the 

colour of the stones and crystals we drew last week. 
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This week in outdoor learning,  a new piece of equipment was introduced a Slackline which 

is a dynamic balance activity which involves walking and balancing on a stretchy line which 

is tensioned between 2 trees, so it’s a bit like walking on a thin trampoline! The boys have 

been introduced to the safe use of the slackline and had great fun using it.  

A Slackline is great for improving core strength, co-ordination, flexibility, focus and 

resilience 
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