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Hello everyone! I’m Cath Mattison, Clinical Lead 

Speech and Language Therapist and I’m delighted 

to have joined Brantridge School last week.  

Everyone here has made me feel very welcome 

and my puppet friends, Sam and Sally, have 

already become established in therapy sessions. 

I have always used puppets as props to help 

teach social communication skills but during the lockdowns they became vital as a tool 

to help deliver therapy online. ‘Sam and Sally’s Lockdown Adventures’ was a daily 

interactive puppet show viewed by pupils of the school I worked at and their families. 

‘Sam and Sally’s Brantridge Adventures’ was launched this week as a weekly platform 

to discuss and model social communication skills. Sam and Sally will be joined by a 

supporting cast of several other puppets who all have their own personalities, likes, 

dislikes, quirks and superpowers. There will be lots of silly slapstick humour thrown in 

to keep pupils engaged. Mr Crocodile, for example, pounces on anyone who says the 

word ‘cookies’ (think Rod Hull and Emu). 

‘Idiom of the Week’ was also introduced to Brantridge School this week. Non-literal 

language can be confusing so we are focusing on one idiom each week to help pupils 

understand what it means and when it’s appropriate to use it. This week, the idiom has 

been ‘a piece of cake’. Sam and Sally thought it meant they were being offered 

chocolate cake so it was explained to them that if someone describes something as ‘a 

piece of cake’ they could mean that something is ‘easy’ or ‘simple’. I will keep you up to 

date with details of the weekly idiom so that you are able to use and discuss them with 

your child at home. 

Next week’s idiom is ‘two peas in a pod’…… 

Best wishes, Cath 

Friday 11th March, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 Open Day: Friday, 1st April. 

 Easter Holidays: 11th April to 22nd April 

 Early May Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 
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Pluto 

A busy week in Pluto.  In maths they have been looking at sequences and patterns using colour and 2D 

shapes. In English this week they wrote an acrostic poem linking to our theme of celebrations about 

either ‘cake’ or ‘party’. They started my planning their writing using a spider diagram to collect 

vocabulary then used that vocabulary to write their acrostic poems.   

In Science they looked at ways of making electricity and whether they were renewable or non – 

renewable.  In History they looked for Saxon words in current place names using a map.  For Art Pluto 

are taking inspiration from the artist Wayne Theibaud, who is linked with the Pop art movement and 

known for his paintings of sweets and treats.  They created their title pages for the topic by selecting a 

painting they liked and copying it in a media of their choice.   

For Geography they looked at different types of farming and used a topographic map to explain why a 

type of farming might be done in that part of the country.   

For Cooking we made green cheesy dip with tortillas baked for St Patricks Day that is celebrated later this 

month.  Pluto were excellently behaved at swimming and all enjoyed swimming independently with a 

noodle and being able to jump in the pool.       

 

     

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

 

This week in Mercury, the boys have been improving and consolidating their letter formations. 

Concentrating on sitting the letters and words on the line, making sure ascenders and 

descenders go high and low enough and the letters are the same size relative to each other.  

The progress they made has been superb and I strongly encourage the boys to slow down and 

focus as we stampede forward into making sure capital letters are easily distinguishable.   

In maths, we have been consolidating rounding to the nearest 10.  The boys have shown a good 

understanding of this and have enjoyed the challenge of extending to 3 digit numbers and 

rounding to the nearest 100 also. 

I have been really impressed with how they have responded to a new member of staff in class 

this week, and look forward to working with them again soon. 
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Mars 

Back to normal in Mars class this week after staff illness last week. We have been very busy 

and have all tried hard to make super progress. 

In English, we have learned to recognise and use Kennings. First we found some examples in 

Beowulf, initially we looked at hyphenated words and then we had fantastic discussions about 

whether they were a Kenning or not, next we made lots of examples together to write a group 

poem about a Viking longboat. Finally, we created our own Kennings about a subject of our 

choice that we put into poems and performed to the group. 

In Maths we have been learning ratio and proportion and in another group we have been 

counting in fractions. 

In science we have started looking at light, we learned that light travels in straight lines so 

decided to create infomecials to teach younger children facts about light and how we see. 

In DT, we designed our moving books, first we researched different types of movent 

mechanisms and then decided which would work best in our stories- we cannot wait to get 

started! 

For PE we had our first gymnastics session at K2 which we loved 

All available to see on tapestry- take a look 

Jupiter: 

 This week in Jupiter, the boys have been working really hard on their handwriting and formation of letters, 

we have also looked at imperative verbs and also conjunctions and how they are used in instructional text. 

In maths we have continued our learning on measuring, going around the class room to measure things, we 

then used this to start working out the perimeter of objects. 

In geography we have been looking at maps to identify oceans and continents. 

In history we have continued our studies of the Vikings. 

The boys have started their design and technology projects of looking at castles we have watched BBC Bite 

size video’s on how castles developed over time, why they were used and life inside the castle, as well as 

key features. They boys where then asked to design their own castles, that they will be making in the next 

coming weeks, using the information they have seen in the videos. 

In science we started looking at electricity, we have looked at what electricity is, we also watched and 

interesting Video on Michael Faraday, as well as they different types of ways we get electricity from. 

Some of our boys have been horse riding this week for PE, which the boys really enjoyed. 

we have also been coking as well.  
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Titan 

It has been a busy week with many offsite activities, that the pupils have enjoyed massively. We 

started with the football tournament on Monday, where the children had a great time, although 

they did not make it to the final, they did their best and their attitude was positive. They all took 

part in all the matches and showed outstanding sportsmanship.  

In Maths, we have started working on interpreting discrete and continuous data and drawing 

different types of graphs and charts.  

In English, we have worked on synonyms and antonyms and the children played a board game 

where they had to find a synonym and an antonym for a given word.  

In History, we have started a new topic – Anglo Saxons – and the pupils this week had to map 

where they came from and where they settled in Britain.  

Some of the children took up a new reading challenge – walking and reading, as part of our new 

initiative to get some fresh air in the morning, as well as getting their reading done.  

     

Saturn 

What a wonderful week we have had in Saturn. We have enjoyed a whole week of learning inspired by Rachel 

Bright’s book, ‘The Squirrels Who Squabbled’. As a result, we went on a five senses woodland walk around 

outdoor learning and collected lots of different leaves, moss, twigs and other natural materials, which we 

brought back to Saturn to help with our setting descriptions. In our setting descriptions, we wrote and draw 

what we could see, hear, feel, taste and smell. 

We started to learn about the Queens Platinum Jubilee, looking at different coins and what we could see was 

the same and different on coins. We even designed our own coins. In PSHCE, we read though the colour 

monster book and spoke about our emotions.  

In maths, we have been doing positional language and instructing others on moving around class/ making 

animal zoos. We finished off trying out some tennis. We focused on how to control hitting the ball.  

Well done Saturn.  
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Galaxy: 

   We have all been together on one landing this week, which has provided opportunities for 

socialising and group work. As offsite visits returned across the school some of the Galaxy boys 

joined in with swimming, gymnastics and golf. One Galaxy pupil has particularly enjoyed visiting 

the local church in Staplefield and has learnt some information about some of the interesting 

people buried in the graveyard. We are hoping to build on this next week with a chat with the 

reverend.  

 

Neptune 

We have had a busy and productive week in Neptune class.  In maths, we have moved on to measurement and 

the boys have revised how to use a ruler accurately – they measured each other. Some great team work 

involved with this activity.  They have measured an assortment of lengths to the nearest centimetre.  We have 

explored what perimeter is and how to calculate it using rulers or squares. 

The boys were so engaged in our Beowulf dramatization from last week that they begged that we finish filming 

the whole story.  I am so glad I agreed, as they have blown me away with some of their acting skills and their 

script writing skills.  I especially love how they have discovered the power of repeating a phrase for added 

emphasis.  I have been uploading completed scenes onto Tapestry throughout this week and last.  I highly 

recommend you having a look.  It is all their own work. 

In Geography, we have been exploring what makes a good site to start building a settlement.  The boys used 

prior knowledge from previous lessons to help them decide.  I was really impressed with how much knowledge 

they retained.  In computing, we looked at the most efficient ways to use a search engine.  The boys had to 

identify key words and use these to search on Google.  We had a session with our Spech and Language 

Therapist on learning to listen and wait.  The boys enjoyed this session very much and were up to all the 

challenges that were set them.   
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This week in outdoor learning,  a new piece of equipment was introduced a Slackline which 

is a dynamic balance activity which involves walking and balancing on a stretchy line which 

is tensioned between 2 trees, so it’s a bit like walking on a thin trampoline! The boys have 

been introduced to the safe use of the slackline and had great fun using it.  

A Slackline is great for improving core strength, co-ordination, flexibility, focus and 

resilience 
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