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Dear Parents/Carers, 

This week our school rabbits arrived! We have four female Rex Rabbits, and as you can imagine the pupils 

are very excited to have them! 

Both the rabbits and the chickens that we had before Christmas are loaned to us by one of our sister schools 

within OHCAT – Nightingale school. Nightingale is a school in London who have a farm onsite. We are 

immensely grateful for this support and is an example of the benefits of co-working within our Trust. 

I am aware that you will have signed a permission form to allow your child to have access to animals at the 

school in general and this has included the chickens and Kimi our Therapy dog. Please do make contact with 

us if you are concerned about your child handling the rabbits from an allergy or health perspective or indeed 

of being anxious about them. 

I mentioned in last week’s Bulletin that there were some football based activities taking place last week. Just 

to update you on how the boys got on – those participating in the inter schools tournament run by Brighton 

& Hove Albion did very well reaching the final of the competition! And then the following day the team 

playing St Mark’s primary school from Staplefield village also won. Staff supporting these teams spoke with 

pride about the pupils’ attitude and behaviour and what a positive experience it was for them. 

Thank you to those who participated in our parents’ afternoon this week. You’ll remember that this was a 

parents’ afternoon with a difference, where you as parents shared with us some of your child’s story. The 

closer we can work together, the better we can support our children’s progress. 

In that same vein, I would encourage you to access the work your child is doing on the Tapestry. I know that 

many of you are benefitting from seeing the photos, film and documents demonstrating what your child has 

been involved with that day. This really is a fantastic facility for us to co-work together. If you need the 

Tapestry link re-sent to you, please email d.harry@brantridge-school.co.uk 

Have a good weekend. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Friday 11th February, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 Half term: 21st February to 25th 

February 2022 

 Last day of term: 8thApril 2022 

mailto:d.harry@brantridge-school.co.uk
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Pluto 

Pluto started off the week with Viking Music playing instruments and singing.  They all really enjoyed the 

catchy song and learning about the Vikings as they sang.  In maths this week they have been reading and 

creating, tables, tallies and pictograms.  In English Pluto have been learning when to add‘s’ or ‘es’ to 

make a noun plural by completing matching activities.  For Geography we went for a virtual walk of the 

local area on google earth and completed a table of land uses.  In Art they collected images for their 

countries stamp to collage next week.  

 

 

     

 

                       

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

We have had another positive week in Mercury! The boys are getting on so well with each other. 

The boys started the week with some exciting music lessons, they saw serval school boys who were 

taking part in singing and dancing to the music! Mercury took part in singing and following the beat to be 

in sync with the music by using instruments along.  

Following on from the start of the week, treasure hunt of numbers was next! Pupils brought the 

numbers they had found back to class to learn exchanging in column addition, mercury got rewarded in 

fake money for finding at least 10 of the treasures (they love doing this!) During the week, we then 

applied what we had learnt to solve exchanging column subtraction. In English, we learnt different 

punctuation skills and applied it to our book ‘how to be a Viking’. We sung Viking saga songs in history 

and learnt about azgard, Midgard and who Odin was. We also made royal bread this week and compared 

it to last week’s peasant bread. 

Art consisted of drawing precious crystals, pupils chose a crystal to focus on and draw, we then applied 

water colour to our drawing’s to show emphasis on structure and to add volume. Art was very calming 

for them. In PSHE, boys watched a video on friendship (toy story, woody getting pushed out of window), 

boys were asked questions for deeper understanding, and they then took part in another activity where 

different feelings and words were used to build a great friend. Swimming was very much enjoyed again.    
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Mars 

Mars class have continued to use the tales of Beowulf as our writing stimulus this week and we have 

created some wondeful work! We have written invitations to the people of Heorot from King Hrothgar, 

we wrote these out on teas-stained paper and tore the edges to make them look old. Next we wrote 

speeches by Beowulf himself that were addressed to the citizens. We thought about what kind of person 

Beowulf might be and how we would speak, considering that he was a prince of the Geats and a strong, 

brave hero. 

In history this week we were detectives and we had to use investigative powers to deduce who the was 

buried at the burial site at Sutton Hoo. After this we got to look at some Anglo-Saxon artefacts and we 

thought about who might have owned these and what their purpose was, we also learned about runes 

and had a go at reading fortunes- it was lots of fun! 

We have also been learning and performing Anglo-Saxon and Viking saga songs- we love singing, 

drumming and performing so we like to think that we were brilliant at these, we can certainly keep good 

rhythm. 

In maths this week we have split into two groups, some of us have been looking at equivalent fractions, 

we used lots of different games and strategies to help us to grasp this, the other group learned 

percentage increases and decreases, everyone made good progress and tried their best. 

    

 

Jupiter: 

This week, Jupiter have had a very busy week.  

We started it off with music – playing drums, guitar and singing. It did become very loud but the boys all did 

very well.  

In maths, we have been working on adding and subtracting fractions. The boys were producing some 

excellent work and teaching staff how to complete the work.  

In English, we have been completing our own Acrostic poems. They were all about the Vikings.  

Jupiter have been making Viking crowns, their own Viking bread – which they designed themselves and 

started making their own class Viking village.  

Well done on a very positive week.  
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Titan 

We have had a week full of changes and activities that were off timetable; needless to say that the 

pupils enjoyed them very much and coped very well with the changes that such weeks bring.  

Firstly, the football tournament was a massive success – although our team lost in the final, the 

children had a great day and coped very well with the defeat. They all came back proud of their 

performance.  

In class this week the children have focused on measuring and converting between units of 

measurement in Maths, writing a newspaper article to tell everyone about the fight between the 

mighty prince Beowulf and the terror Grendel and in Science they tried to connect circuits 

correctly, which was a fun and challenging lesson for some.  

          

Saturn 

This week we have taken part in a number of fun activities. We enjoyed accessing music lessons, we played 

instruments and tried to learn the rhythm being taught. We have been celebrating Children’s mental health 

week by creating an air balloon drawing of our support network. We also went on a walk to the park which 

was great fun. The adults had to work so hard to push all of the boys on the roundabout! It was a very positive 

outing. 

We have enjoyed creating tally charts and pictograms and we were really good at interpreting the data. In 

computing we have been focussing on being safe online which the theme was also for assembly this week as 

we marked safer internet day. The children really engaged with this and were able to explain some of the 

ways to stay safe online and learned what cyberbullying is.  

For science we went on a treasure hunt to identify different types of trees and plants, the boys love a treasure 

hunt! We did find some very tricky to find which prompted a discussion about evergreen and deciduous trees 

so we managed to locate some leaves that had fallen on the ground. 
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Galaxy: 

   An active, engaged and progressive week.  We have started our fishing activity again which was 

rather and chilly and a bit slow to be honest. But we managed to nick a couple of nice carp out the 

margins on some sweet corn.  The boys showed some superb skills and independence while on the 

lakeside.  Our maths has been looking at converting mm to cm and meters which has been 

interesting and complex.  While our reading has taken us to places and parts of the body where 

the words subcutaneous and microorganism were used. 

A calm week, a kind week, a nice week.  Thank you boys! 

 

Neptune 

Neptune class have continued to work on fractions in their maths lessons.  We cut up a fraction wall and the 

boys reassembled it and then used this to help them visualise equivalent fractions and to reinforce the concept 

that the bigger the denominator the smaller the piece. We have also worked on adding fractions with the same 

denominator and the boys made paper chasing matching the number sentence to the correct answer. 

 In English we are working on composing a Viking chant.  We have been learning lots about the Vikings and then 

brainstorming words that could be used to describe them.  We discovered that Vikings were more than just 

vicious warriors.  They were farmers and craftsmen too. 

We continue to work on our song repertoire in our music lessons and on  Monday we have a zoom singing 

session provided by West Sussex music ‘Rock around the world’ which the boys enjoyed taking part in with 

other schools in the area.  Some of the boys attended a football tournament on Monday and a Football match 

on Tuesday the Neptune boys who attended did us proud.  Well done! 
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Spring has sprung in outdoor learning this week with lots of daffodils and snowdrops 

bursting through.  The theme this week has been challenges with boys having to 

work as a team to cross the water without falling in (tarpaulin) or finding various 

objects on cards before playing team games  
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