
BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN 
 

 

  

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I wanted to update you on few matters: 

Secondary provision: We had confirmation 

yesterday that our application to provide both 

primary and secondary education here at 

Brantridge has been agreed! At the moment I do not have any more detail to give you, but wanted to share 

this headline, as I know that many of you, especially those of you with children in Year 6, have been waiting 

patiently for this news. As soon as we have further detail we will of course share it with you. 

INSET: We will be closed this coming Monday – 31st January for our next INSET.  

February 8th: Thank you to those who have signed up for our parents’ afternoon next month. Last week’s 

Bulletin explained how this parents’ afternoon is very different in its approach. If you missed that Bulletin it 

on our website. There is still enough time to sign up for these meetings. The link is:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeziFydjreQHqsDBkR7ldqsPvsCxfKFL8bFD0Ck3Wu71mEd

PQ/viewform?embedded=true 

Compass card: We are aware that many of you based in West Sussex participate in the Compass Card 

scheme. Please see the extract below from communication we recently received from them: 

“Unfortunately I am writing with some rather disappointing news. From 1st April 2022, Amaze will no longer 

be managing the Compass Disability Register for West Sussex.  Following a review, WSCC has decided to 

bring the disability register “in-house” and it will be run by the West Sussex County Council’s Library Service. 

This means Compass Card discounts and offers for families in West Sussex will end as of 31st March 2022.   

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries at all.  There is a list of FAQs on our website, 

which you can see here; https://www.compasscard.org.uk/compass-card-west-sussex-faqs/  and regarding 

the future of the West Sussex Disability Register, we are suggesting any enquiries are directed to WSCC, 

please email SENDCommissioningTeam@westsussex.gov.uk” 

COVID: This term has been our most challenging with regards to the number of infections within our school 

community with a number of pupils and staff testing positive. This has meant that we have needed to speak 

to many of you as parents informing you of changes to arrangements. As always you have been extremely 

understanding and supportive. Thank you. 

Have a good weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Friday 28th January, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 INSET Day: 31st January 2022 

 8th February Zoom Parents/Carers 

afternoon 

 Half term: 21st February to 25th 

February 2022 

 Last day of term: 8thApril 2022 
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Pluto 

Another busy week in Pluto.  This week Pluto designed and created their own party invitations. They 

looked at different examples of party invitations and discussed what features were the same for all of 

them.  Pluto learnt they need to include the key information of, what, where, date and time of their 

party. They looked at persuasive language on the invitations e.g.  ‘Wild time’ and ‘Roarsome party’.   

They were encouraged to use positive persuasive language in their invitations.   In Maths Pluto have 

been learning how to measure and represent length in cm and metres.  For Science they were learning 

how sound travels through air and a solid.  Using this knowledge and themselves they created a video to 

show how sound travels through a solid and air.  In Geography Pluto learnt that a map will have a key 

and that it uses symbols.  They then created their own symbols to form a key for a land use sketch map 

of the school, placing their key symbols on the sketch map of the school grounds.  In Art they designed 

their own stamps about something that is special to them.   Cooking Pluto made ‘stovie’ a Scottish dish 

of potatoes, onion and corn beef that is cooked to celebrate Hogmanay.  At horse riding Pluto learnt how 

to change the rein and next week they look forward to learning how to trot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

Monday morning mercury took part in an important activity where the boys had 
great social time with each other by explaining what they did on weekend. The 
boys had some really cool stories to share! Morning routine of mental math and 
phonic practice took place. We continued learning our place values in math in 
practical activities. In English we were focusing on the Vikings and the visuals that 
were up on the board to help develop their writing. Each visual on the board has a 
different focus within writing. Mercury enjoyed their cooking session whilst 
working in pairs, next week we will be making Anglo Saxons bread. Reading eggs 
was also used for good engagement.  
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Mars 

This week in Mars class we were very pleased to welcome a new boy in to our class who has settled right 

in. In maths lessons this week, we have been learning about percentages, we soon realised that this 

meant “out of one hundred”, so before we knew it, we were able to simply convert between fractions, 

decimals and percentages! Brilliant work and progress made by all. 

In English, we have been learning about the C.V- curriculum vitae. We looked at the features of a good 

resume and then we recalled facts about Beowulf’s life which we then used to create a fantastic C.V for 

him to use to apply for the job of monster slayer! After this we thought about what sort of jobs we would 

like to do when we leave school, next we looked at the skills and qualifications needed for these 

occupations. Finally, we wrote our own C.V’s for applications for these jobs- really great work by all, 

fantastic vocabulary and use of new words and phrases. 

In science, we continued our investigations into electricity and this week we looked at the symbols used 

and created pictorial representations of simple circuits. After this we created circuits using wires, cells 

and bulbs to create a light and then we challenged ourselves to add switches into the circuit as well as 

testing how an increase in power (battery) can increase the light output from the bulb. 

In food tech we created our second Anglo-Saxon style bread- this week was Royal bread week so we got 

to add 3 different flours plus salt and baking powder, we found it to be tastier and with more substance 

than the peasant bread from last week. In history we learned about some of the lasting legacy left by the 

Anglo- Saxons on our place names. 

             

Jupiter: 

Another busy week in Jupiter! With all the changes we have had recently due to staff changes and boys 

being absent, we have coped really well. To start our week off in group work, we created our own plans for 

our stories about The Girl and the Fox focusing on the backstory behind the fox’s life and creating his own 

family, job and likes and dislikes. We then created a front cover for our books before starting our story 

writing. In Maths, we finished off our division and multiplication of the 9x tables and then moved onto unit 

and non-unit fractions. In one of our lessons, we have shared skittles into groups to help our understanding 

on the numerator and denominator.  

Our topic this term is Anglo-Saxons, this week we have been looking at the push/pull factors into why they 

invaded Britain. In Art, we created our own Anglo-Saxon shields and swords using card paper. For food tech, 

we created the ‘Royal Bread’ recipe and compared it to the peasant bread we created last week – as a class 

we definitely preferred the Royal Bread!  

We have started a new class book called ‘Mr Stink’ by David Walliams. 
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Titan 

 

Titan have had a great week this week, mainly with fantastic learning but also supporting and 

helping each other in being resilient. 

In English we have been looking at Vikings and in DT, we have been designing Viking shields to 

make them warrior-like and of course, colourful!  

In Maths we have been looking at percentages and the boys have really taken to these tasks with 

enthusiasm and skill. 

Have a great weekend. 

 

Saturn 

This week we have been focussing on our social skills and how to interact positively with one another. We 

have utilised our outdoor space and have been enjoying learning through play.  

Our maths focus this week has been on measurement, we have been learning about estimating weight and 

comparing weights. We have also begun to find different ways to make 10g, 20g, 100g and 500g.  

Clip and climb is always a highlight of our week and this week we were so impressed with every child. We saw 

each one of them challenge themselves by either going a little bit higher each time, or using a trickier route to 

the top and some raced each other to the top. We are going to really miss clip and climb when our sessions 

come to an end. 

We have enjoyed reading stories around toys, we really enjoyed the story of ‘That rabbit belongs to Emily 

Brown’ and hope to work more on this text in the coming weeks. 
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Galaxy: 

Galaxy have been loving the needs led activities that have been planned for them. Each boy is 

given a great bespoke timetable which suits their own interests and the boys have been engaging 

amazingly this week. Well done boys! Have great weekend 

    

 

 

Neptune 

We have had a busy week expanding our times tables repertoire.  We discovered lots of tricks to help us learn the 9 times 

tables and used these to solve some tricky problems.  The boys were challenged to find out if the 6 times tables had only 

even numbers or were there odd numbers in there too.  They worked really well as a team on that one. 

In English, they have started the story inspired by our class book and a short video we have been watching.  The boys has 

worked together to create the opening setting applying their learning from last week by using similes and ambitious 

vocabulary. 

In history we learnt about the push and pull factors that encouraged the Anglo Saxons to come to England.  The boys really 

enjoyed interpreting the clues they were given.  This exercise generated lots of really good discussion among the boys.  

They made Anglo Saxon shields and swords and we will be using these next week as they become Anglo Saxon men in 

search of fertile land and a better climate.  We have had great fun learning our Viking songs.  Go look and tapestry and you 

will see a video of the boys singing and accompanying the ‘Loki the joker’ song they have just learned.   We are learning 

about sound in science and we have had a fun filled afternoon proving that sound is vibrations – using a tuning fork in 

water, beads on drums and looking closely at guitar strings.  In DT we are working on bread making so this week to start us 

off the boys did some bread tasting.  The favourite bread was panini bread. 
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 This week in outdoor learning the boys were set a challenge to explore the 

outdoor learning area and squeeze as many tiny natural treasures into a 

matchbox size box. The rules were that the items needed to be natural, no 

repeats and that the box could still be closed.  The boys did really well at 

finding different sorts of leaves. Moss, seeds, feathers to name just a few 

with a lot of the boys managing to get over 30!!! Different tiny treasures 

into their box 
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