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Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

 

As I mentioned in last week’s Bulletin, we are working closely with ‘Trauma Informed Schools UK’ to develop 

our expertise in supporting pupils experiencing trauma. (For more details on what that means, please see 

last week’s Bulletin.) 

One of the key aspects of the work is for the staff to gain as much knowledge about the child as possible. The 

rationale being, the better the staff member knows the child, the better they then understand the child’s 

perspective, meaning that in turn they can better support that child.  

We have been spending time in training meetings recently poring over EHCP documents, Risk Assessments 

and Provision Maps to deepen our understanding as well as creating opportunities for staff to research 

further the latest thinking about some of our pupils’ diagnoses.  

However we recognise, that you as parents will know your child in a way that documentation cannot 

capture. For this reason we would like to have a Zoom parents’ afternoon on the 8th February, but one with 

a difference. Instead of the traditional approach where staff share with the parents about the child’s 

progress and how they are getting on in class, this would be an opportunity for you as parents to tell the 

staff working with your child, about your child’s story and life. Please be assured we are not wanting to be 

nosey, and we won’t be asking any difficult questions! We simply believe that we will best be able to support 

our children if we understand their journey. 

We fully understand that some of you may not want to engage with this and of course we fully respect that. 

 

Please click on the link below, if you would like to participate (some browsers have difficulty opening this – 

Google chrome works well): 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeziFydjreQHqsDBkR7ldqsPvsCxfKFL8bFD0Ck3Wu71mEd

PQ/viewform?embedded=true 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Friday 21st January, 2022. Dates for your diary: 

 INSET Day: 31st January 2022 

 8th February Zoom Parents/Carers 

afternoon 

 Half term: 21st February to 25th 

February 2022 

 Last day of term: 8thApril 2022 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=edd540e018cf39a015bd74af7aba6698690abb40&r=show&d=1896&u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeziFydjreQHqsDBkR7ldqsPvsCxfKFL8bFD0Ck3Wu71mEdPQ%2Fviewform%3Fembedded%3Dtrue
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=edd540e018cf39a015bd74af7aba6698690abb40&r=show&d=1896&u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeziFydjreQHqsDBkR7ldqsPvsCxfKFL8bFD0Ck3Wu71mEdPQ%2Fviewform%3Fembedded%3Dtrue
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Pluto 

Another action packed week in Pluto.  In English the class read the book ‘You must bring a hat’ and used 

this book to learn about how the author uses repeated phrases in a story and size of font to interact with 

the reader.  In the book the invitation says ‘You must bring a hat’ and then makes other commands when 

the characters arrive at the door.  So they used the book to learn what a command sentence is.  Pluto 

made party hats to take to the party and then wrote command sentences about how they made them.  

In Maths Pluto have been learning ways to subtract using a number line, objects and column subtraction.  

Pluto in art researched stamps from around the world to look at what common themes were on the 

stamps and other key features.  They then collaged the stamps into their sketch books ready to help 

them design their own.  In cooking they made Anzac biscuits that are made when New Zealand and 

Australia celebrate Anzac day.  In geography Pluto are learning about land use and this week we went 

out for a walk around the local area. They then used the information gathered from looking around on 

their walk to produce a sketch map of the local area, supported by images. 

  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

Mercury took part in another great week of engaging learning! In maths we moved onto place 

value and throughout the week the boys took part in a treasure hunt with other days consisting 

of playing the game ‘floor is lava’ to be able to understand place value. The boys on Tuesday 

participated in a sensory circuit which will be set every week, they absolutely love this! Reading 

eggs was a part of our routine for good repetition of phonics and reading. In English the boys 

had to act like Vikings outside on the icy snow to create a massive word bank to be able to use 

in our writing. During the week the boys did science and understood how sound travelled 

through vibration with three different experiments. Their experiments were successful and was 

unique to them. Daily morning routine with mental maths and phonics practice continues to 

take place. In history the boys started their Viking village to learn about the Anglo Saxons, they 

had to collect resources to build the village with their own checklist. Mercury has been 

socialising better together throughout practical activities. They are pleased to go swimming 

every week, learn and have a bit of fun at the end of the session with floats and races!  
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Mars 

Lots of fun activities happening in Mars Class this week.  

We have started to read about Beowulf and this has informed some of our wonderful writing. 

We have made inferences about who we think the hero is, we have learned some historical facts 

about Denmark in the 5th century and have written about King Hrothgar. Next we read about 

Gredel and acted out how we think he might move using freeze frame games to help us to 

gather some fantastic vocabulary to decribe him. After this, we wrote about how and why we 

think that he might have become so angry! 

In maths we have been multiplying decimals, first by 10,100,1000 and then by intergers- at first 

we found this challenging but soon we mastered techniques and have made great progress. 

In history this week we have been looking at the Anglo Saxons and thinking about why we think 

that they decided to invade Britain. 

In food tech this week, we cooked peasant bread following an Anglo Saxon recipe, we filmed 

ourselves as TV chefs explaining our techniques to the camera! Below are some pictures from 

last week’s amazing celebration displays. 

     

 

Jupiter: 

A very fun week had in Jupiter!  

In Maths, we have been focusing on multiplying and dividing by 6 and 9 using arrays to help support us with 

this. For English, we have continued our class storybook ‘Eye of the Wolf’ and have almost finished this. We 

have been looking at where we think one of the main characters Blue Wolf would have lived before being 

taken to the zoo and have used amazing adjectives to describe this. We have also described Blue Wolf and a 

white fox using our similes. To help support us with our class book, we have been watching a short video 

called ‘The Girl and the Fox’, this has been to help us identify key points in a story that we then created 

freeze frames for.  

In History, we have been learning about the Anglo-Saxons, what they ate and what happened. We put 

events onto a timeline and made ‘peasant bread’, next week we will make the bread which the richer 

people would have had and will compare the two.  

We had so much fun this week with our therapy assistant attending a sensory circuit session.  
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Galaxy: 

Hectic and busy times this week.  The most impressive thing has been the resilience and flexibility 

of pupils throughout the week, engaging and learning with a range of support staff. 

We have been learning how to ride berms (banked corners) on our bikes while developing smooth 

riding to maintain speed.  Some of us have started created a gigantic 3D Anglo Saxon settlement, 

including a coastline, river, forest, mountains and open fields.  Learning has taken place regarding 

why people settled where they did and what features attracted people to that area in the first 

place.  An amazing example that was identified was that on a small, desolate lane, there was only 1 

house, but a half a mile up the road where 2 main roads intersected, there was 2 pubs and 

countless houses. Keep focusing and enjoying Galaxy. 

 

 

Saturn 

 As well as continuing our learning of ‘celebrations’ we are also looking at toys in the past and present. This 

week in English, we read the story ‘Lost in the Toy museum – an adventure’ by David Lucas. We talked about 

stories and films that are similar like ‘Toy Story’ and ‘A night in the museum’. We worked together to create a 

story map and talked about how stories have a beginning, middle and end, a problem and a solution before 

identifying what they were. We then sequenced the story and wrote a caption for each picture. In maths we 

have been working on addition. We have continued focussing on plants in science and now have seeds and 

bulbs that we planted and will monitor their growth. In computing we discussed how to stay safe on the 

internet and what you can do if you see something that makes you feel, sad, worried or scared. 
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Titan 

 

A very busy week in Titan as we have started our usual lessons and timetable after a very 

successful WOW start to this term’s topic. The children loved tasting different foods last week and 

sharing their opinion on what they think.  

In Maths this week we have focused on Fractions – always tricky; however, the children have 

tackled them with confidence and willingness; we looked at equivalent fractions, fractions of 

numbers and shape, as well as ordering and comparing fractions.  

In English we have started reading our class reader Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo, which the 

children took an instant like to.  

In Science we have looked at electricity, how it is made and renewable and non-renewable sources 

of electricity.  

The football match was a success on Tuesday and although our school lost, the children did 

extremely well and they all had fun.  

Neptune 

This week in Neptune class we have been working on multiplying and dividing using all the numbers in the times tables.  

The boys have been working on strategies to help them work out times tables that they might not be able to recall so 

quickly.  They are also working on interpreting visual representations as number sentences. 

In English we are developing a story based on a video we have watched ‘The fox and the girl’.  We have used drama to help 

us with sequencing the story to and to help with inferring the feelings of the characters.  We have started planning the 

story by writing sentences about the characters.  Drawing on their work from last week, the boys used some lovely similes 

to help with their descriptions. 

In history the boys examined the time line for early British settlers and then became archaeologists and examined some 

early British artefacts.  Using the artefacts, the boys drew conclusions about what life might have been like back then.  We 

have been able to link music with history and the boys are learning songs and sagas about Viking life.  In PSHE we have 

been thinking about achievements and in ICT we have looked at what cyberbullying is and what we should do if we come 

across it. 
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This week in outdoor learning we have been joining in with other schools across the UK in 

the Big Schools Birdwatch 2022. The boys seemed to really enjoy finding a quiet spot in 

the outdoor learning area, having a drink of hot chocolate and spotting birds. The most 

popular birds seemed to be crows and robins. If you yourself think this maybe a good 

family activity then why not join in with the Big Garden Birdwatch which is taking place on 

the weekend of 28th-30th January  
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