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Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Many of you will have been following with concern the events surrounding the Omicron variant of COVID. 

With the Prime Minister informing us that we are moving to Plan B of our response this week it seems an 

appropriate time to highlight advice in relation to the pandemic that are relevant to us as a school 

community: 

1. If your child has any COVID symptoms please can they be taken for a PCR test and not just a LFT. 

2. If your child has a PCR test, please could you forward us the actual result that you were sent. (We 

understand that you do not have to do this, but it really does help to build staff confidence.) 

Hopefully by the time you have received this Bulletin the vast majority of you will have managed to have 

your ‘Parent Consultation’ meeting on zoom. We were hugely disappointed to cancel what should have been 

our ‘Open Day’ today. When the day was organised the new variant was not in the media; as the news of the 

omicron variant progressed we felt that cancelling was the right decision. Thank you for being so 

understanding. 

Looking ahead to next week, the children are particularly anticipating the Christmas lunch on Wednesday - 

this is also our Christmas jumper day. It is of course up the pupils whether they chose to participate or not, 

but historically the vast majority of pupils and staff have chosen to come in wearing festive sweaters. There 

is a voluntary contribution of a £1 which will be given to ‘Save the Children’. 

The term will finish on December 17th, at the normal Friday end time of 1.30pm. 

Have a good weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Friday 10th December, 2021. Dates for your diary: 

 Parent zoom consultations: 10th 

December 2021 

 Christmas Lunch/Christmas Sweater 

Day: 15th December 2021 

 Last day of term: 17th December 2021 

 First day of Spring Term: 4th January 

2022 



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN 
 

Pluto 

Pluto have been learning their times table this week and have been focusing on their two and four times 

table.  They have been drawing number sentences to represent pictorial arrays and reading 

multiplication number sentences and matching to object arrays (dinosaurs and teddy bears).  In English 

Pluto looked at the book cover to the Little Brave Penguin and asked questions about what they might 

want to know about the book.  They used the front cover to make predictions and answer questions 

about the book.  The author uses antonyms (words that mean the opposite) for effect so they learnt 

what an antonym is and rewrote their own sentences for the book using antonyms.  In Geography we 

learnt how the Animals differ in the Arctic and Antarctic. In Art we used the technique of was resist to 

create snowflake pictures.  Pluto enjoyed for Miss Ireland’s Birthday treat of decorating gingerbread 

Christmas trees.   

       

                       

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

Mercury have tried really hard in class this week, with finishing their assessments and getting prepared 

for the Christmas Holidays. The boys are all looking forward to Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper 

day next Wednesday. In Maths, we continued with our times tables and Mercury are really getting to 

grips with a challenging subject. 

In English, Mercury have continued to use all their imagination in their creative stories and are looking 

forward to showing others what they have come up with. 

Away from the classroom though, the boys have continued to enjoy Clip and Climb and bikes and 

scooters to boost their exercise activities and social skills through the enjoyment of these two activities 
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Mars 

Mars class have had a very productive and busy week. We have been finalising some of our 

assessments for reading, English and maths and we have all worked very hard. 

This has meant that we have tried to do lots of fun and practical activities after all of this hard 

work. 

We finished off our moving animals in DT. We first designed the mechanism and then we 

measured, cut and drilled them into place- we worked very hard and are extremely proud of 

the outcomes which can be viewed on Tapestry in all of their glory! 

We have done some weaving to create Christmas decorations for the class Christmas tree 

which we enjoyed. 

For maths, we have been sorting 2d shapes by their properties and comparing then to the 

corresponding 3d shapes- again we have this work on Tapestry as we are unable to upload 

photos on here at the moment so please take a look on their to see all of our fantastic 

learning. 

As a treat on Thursday, we got to make chocolate cakes- we don’t usually make sweet treats 

in food tech but as it was one boy’s dad’s birthday, we decided to make him an amazing 

double layered cake that we decorated with biscuits and sprinkles- we all worked really well 

as a team to create this and had great fun!  

 

 

Jupiter: 

Jupiter have been busy this week finishing off assessments. They have tried very hard and show be super 

proud of themselves. Between all of the assessments, we have been doing some fun activities. The activities 

have been making decorations for the class – paper chains, where the boys have had to match the shape 

with the correct name. It has also involved cutting/sticking practise to make cubes and cylinders for the 

presents to go under our tree. 

The boys have finished off their rainforest and arctic books. They look amazing. Jupiter made some very 

tasty kebabs with fruit or/and veg and meat. They have started making animals in DT. We would love them 

to move so it is a continued project – we still have to make the mechanism for the moving part.  

Well done for a busy working week.  
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Galaxy: 

A cold and windy week spent hugging radiators and enjoying the winter sun.  Alongside the formal 
assessments, some of Galaxy have been making some superb progress through social quizzes, re-covering 
wrong answers or researching the correct one. 
 
Elsewhere in the Galaxy, pupils continue to show amazing engagement and progress in reading, working on 
prefixes, suffixes and enjoying a bit of poetry.  Alliteration was the worrying word waved wonderfully 
around our world, about which the workers will wonder, “what went well?” as we weave our way onwards. 
 
Word play aside. 4 digit column addition and subtraction sums in maths for those in need of a greater 
challenge, including regrouping was progressed, with some excellent learning and reflection upon what 
went wrong when we weren’t right? 

 

 

Saturn 

 We had our last visit to the gym today, the boys will be receiving certificates for their efforts. On the whole 

the gym has been a really positive experience which all of the boys have engaged in and enjoyed. In January 

we will be going to clip and climb on a Monday afternoon, which I am sure the children will all enjoy. 

Our reading shed is very popular as an alternative place to read, the children have really impressed us with 

how well they look after it.  

A lot of the learning this week has focussed on end of term assessments. We have also spent time making 

christmas crafts and playing turn taking games. 

We received a letter from a school in Hermonville, France who sent along a (paper version) of Octave the 

bear. The children there want to learn about our school and our culture so asked if we would send them 

photo’s of life in our school. We took some photo’s of us with Octave and we all worked on writing a reply. 

We hope to continue to correspond with them. 
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Titan 

 

Although we have had a lot of change in Titan class this week, the children have coped very well. They have 

worked hard to complete all of our English and Maths assessments, as well as the 1:1 reading task they had 

to complete with me.  

In English, alongside the assessments, the children have completed Christmas themed activities, for e.g. 

code breakers, anagrams, writing Christmas different ways, etc.  

In Maths, again, alongside the assessments, the children have completed maths themed activities and 

problems. All the children enjoyed them very much.  

We have had arts and crafts in class this week, where the children have used card board to make body 

armour – they have worked fully independently or they have helped each other out with the cutting, 

sticking and gluing.  

Kimi the dog was in Titan class this week on Tuesday and the children enjoyed spending some time with 

him, feeding and playing with him, as long as taking him for a walk.  

Neptune 

In Neptune class this week we have been working hard on completing assessments.  The boys have 

tried their hardest, which is all we can ask.  We have still managed to pack in other fun activities. We 

have decorated the class with lots of paper chains.  I managed to sneak learning into this; the boys had 

to match times on a clock to words, shapes to their names and appropriate adjectives to arctic images.  

We have also put our artistic and cutting skills to practise when we made a Christmas tree for the 

classroom and Christmas crackers to put on the tree.  They even managed to finish their books on the 

arctic and they are rightfully very proud of what they have achieved. 

The boys are continuing to enjoy their horse riding sessions and are becoming even more skilled.  This 

week they had to ride around the ring with their arms outstretched just using their legs to hold on.  

They look so confident and comfortable now. They have done so well.   
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This week in outdoor learning we have been creating rustic star decorations 

from sticks that have been collected around the outdoor learning area. Boys 

then showed how they could safely use the equipment, follow the instructions 

and pattern to create a 5 pointed star. They then decorated the star with 

natural foliage to create a purposeful decoration. 
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