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1. Outdoor Learning Intent, Implementation and Impact 

1 a. Intent 

At Brantridge School we want to meet all of our pupil’s individual needs and we recognise that 

Outdoor Learning can improve the health and wellbeing whilst decreasing stress levels of pupil’s. We 

want our pupils to develop their emotional intelligence, confidence and self-esteem, whilst 

facilitating safety awareness and self-management of risk, and apply these skills and to be able to 

apply these skills in lots of situations, whilst understanding and catering for their different starting 

points. 

We aim to provide a high quality Outdoor Learning provision imbedding cross curricular links, so that 

all children:  

 Improve academic achievement 

 Provide a bridge to higher order learning 

 Develop skills and independence in an outdoor environment 

 Make learning more engaging and relevant to pupil’s 

 Foster an ethos to respect the environment 

 Nurture creativity 

 Provide opportunities for informal learning through play 

 Has a positive impact on the pupil’s behaviour 

 Stimulate, inspire and improve motivation 

 Develop the ability to deal with uncertainty 

 Provide challenge and the opportunity to take acceptable levels of risk 

 Improve pupil’s attitudes 

 Enquiry based learning 

 

2 b. Implementation 

At Brantridge School we use our own scheme of work which has been developed to support teachers 

in planning and delivering enriching and practical lessons focusing on Outdoor Learning, Learning to 

learn and Functional Independence. We use observations to identify our pupils starting points and 

then we target their learning from there. At Brantridge we use a topic based approach and we bring 

the cross curricula in to all the lessons that we deliver. Teachers have PPA as well as a shared 

planning each week where staff can come together to share best practice, share resources and seek 

support from more experienced teachers, therapists and behaviour team.  

As part of this process teachers are expected to plan: 

 A learning title for each lesson 

 Graduated success criteria for each lesson 

 How and when to scaffold difficult tasks 

 Tasks and challenge questions to challenge pupils to apply and deepen their learning. 

 Problem solving activities each week to allow pupils to apply their acquired knowledge 
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 Differentiation based on each pupils’ starting points. 

 

3 c. Impact 

Our curriculum is based fully on outdoor learning made easy and national curriculum Topic 

being taught. We measure our impact through the following methods: 

 A reflection on the standards achieved against intended outcomes.  

 Pupil’s self-assessment against the success criteria and their discussions about their 

learning. 

 Progress is entered in to SAVI termly and the progress is analysed and discussed with 

staff, governors and parents. 

 

2. Principles 

 

Principle 1: Brantridge School understand that outdoor learning is a long-term process of 

frequent and regular sessions in a woodland or natural environment in all weathers, rather 

than a one-off visit. Planning, adaptation, observations reviewing and recording are integral 

elements of the outdoor learning sessions 

 Outdoor learning takes place regularly, with each class accessing two back to back 
lessons once a week all year round. 

 The outdoor learning  program has a structure and a progression of skills with cross 
curriculum links, Tools, knots and lashing skills, Health and Wellbeing, Problem 
solving and investigation skills, A balanced approach to risk management, 
participation, reflection and achievement 

 The initial sessions of any program establish physical and behavioural boundaries as 
well as making initial observations on which to base future program development. 

 

Principle 2: Outdoor Learning takes place in a woodland or natural wooded environment to 

support the development of a relationship between the learner and the natural world. 

 The woodland is ideally suited to match the needs of the program and the learners, 
providing them with the space and environment in which to explore and discover. 

 A Outdoor learning program constantly monitors its ecological impact and works 
within a sustainable site management plan agreed between the landowner/ 
manager, the outdoor learning leader and the learners. 
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 Outdoor learning aims to foster a relationship with nature through regular personal 
experiences in order to develop long-term, environmentally sustainable attitudes 
and practices in staff, learners and the wider community. 

 Outdoor learning uses natural resources for inspiration, to enable ideas and to 
encourage intrinsic motivation.  

 

Principle 3: Outdoor learning aims to promote the holistic development of all those 

involved, fostering resilient, confident, independent and creative learners 

 Where appropriate, the Outdoor learning leader will aim to link experiences during 
outdoor learning  to home, work and /or school education 

 Outdoor learning aims to develop, where appropriate, the physical, social, cognitive, 
linguistic, emotional, social and spiritual aspects of the learner. 

 

 

Principle 4: Outdoor Learning offers learners the opportunity to take supported risks 

appropriate to the environment and to themselves. 

 Outdoor Learning opportunities are designed to build on an individual’s innate 
motivation, positive attitudes and/or interests. 

 Outdoor Learning allows the uses of basic tools only where deemed appropriate to 
the learners and dependent on completion of a baseline risk assessment. 

 Any Outdoor Learning experience follows a Risk–Benefit process managed jointly by 
the Outdoor learning leader and learner that is tailored to the developmental stage 
of the learner. 

 

Principle 5. Outdoor Learning uses a range of learner-centered processes to create a 

community for development and learning 

 A learner-centered pedagogical approach is employed during the outdoor learning 
session that is responsive to the needs and interests of learners. 

 The Staff during an outdoor learning session model the pedagogy, which they 
promote during their program through careful planning, appropriate dialogue and 
relationship building. 

 Play and choice are an integral part of the Outdoor learning process, and play is 
recognised as vital to learning and development. 

 Outdoor Learning provides a stimulus for all learning preferences and dispositions. 

 Reflective practice is a feature of each session to ensure learners and the outdoor 
learning leader can understand their achievements, develop emotional intelligence 
and plan for the future. 

 Recording of learners progress 
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3.  Roles & Responsibilities 
 
3 a. Named Outdoor Learning Leader.   Donna Williams is the named Outdoor Learning 
Leader at Brantridge School 
 
Their role is to plan and implement an interesting outdoor learning programme to meet the 
learners needs with curriculum links, with each session having an aim and a graduated 
success criteria. During the free time they allow the learners to play and learn as 
independently as possible, often without demonstrating or suggesting.   The role of the 
Outdoor Learning Leader during the free time to facilitate, merely to observe and allow the 
experience to be learner-initiated.   
 
Responsibilities.  It is the responsibility of the Outdoor Learning leader to plan, deliver, 
evaluate and record the Outdoor Learning Sessions.  The leader takes primary responsibility 
in ensuring that policies and procedures, rules and guidelines are adhered to. 
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3 b. Outdoor Learning Session Planning 
 

 The leader is responsible for planning, delivering, evaluating and recording a 
stimulating programme of sessions that will enable a rich experience for all learners.  
As described in our Intent 

 The leader plan a short series of sessions each term, building on the learners’ 
previous experiences but it must be noted that these may evolve and change 
dynamically as they progress.  

 Learners will be expected to participate in the learning session but also to use the 
free time opportunity to play on their own initiative, as long as there is sufficient 
staff to supervise.   

 After each session, short evaluations are made and these are reflected upon as the 
programme develops.  Before planning further, the learner’s needs are reassessed. 

 
3 c. Staffing and Ratios 

 Minimum staffing is to consist of: 
o Outdoor Learning Leader and: 
o Teacher Assistant to support learners dependant on the types of activities 

and sessions being offered.  

 Activities carrying a moderate level of risk on individual risk assessments must 
always have two staff present and who remain with the session in order to facilitate 
its smooth running. Each member of staff during outdoor learning sessions will need 
a school radio and any learners leaving the session will need to be picked up by 
additional support staff.   
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3 d. Observations 

 During the sessions, staff may take observations around the learners behaviour and 
development that will enable us to understand their interests and needs when 
supporting their play and learning styles. 

 These may be included in the reports sent to parent/carers and may form evidence 
for individual risk assessments 

 
 
3 e.  Communication  
 
This communication strategy explains how all those involved with the Outdoor Learning 
sessions are kept informed with the programme.  

 Learners will be asked via verbal feedback, observation or filling in a ‘post it’ as to 
what they have enjoyed or haven’t during the outdoor learning session, and this will 
input into planning. These will be opportunities for them to express how they feel 
the programme is going and to engage with the process of developing the future 
sessions. 

 This handbook will be available for all governors, staff, parents and carers and boys 
to read.  This handbook will be made available online as part of the School website. 

 Each Boy will have their own Outdoor Learning book with each sessions aims and 
whether they met the success criteria 

 A letter will be sent home to parents/carers to advise them of the need to dress 
learners appropriately on the days when their class attends outdoor learning 
sessions. To provide them with boots and coats.  

 There will be regular updates in the Brantridge Bulletin to show what the learners 
have been doing in the Outdoor Learning Sessions.  

 A model Outdoor Learning session could run on the open days. 

 Before each session, the leader will brief support staff and other adults as to the 
planned session and specific roles and responsibilities will be allocated. 
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4. Learning and Development 
 

Being able to offer learners a cross curriculum and play based outdoor learning session, gives them 
the opportunity to take part in risk-assessed, but not risk-free activities.  
 
High-quality outdoor learning experiences are proven to: 

 develop reflective and inquisitive thinking along with problem-solving approaches in ‘real’ 
situations 

 encourage holistic development of children 

 develop resilience and adaptability in occasionally adverse circumstances 

 allow children to become more able to identify hazards and risks 

 develop a love, appreciation and respect for nature and all that is living 

 develop an understanding of how we can look after our environment 

 develop self-awareness, confidence and self-esteem 

 develop collaborative-working and communication skills 

 provide positive health benefits – both physically and mentally – and assist gross and fine-
motor development 

 develop a lifelong love of the outdoors 

 
At Brantridge we understand that Outdoor learning and play is an essential part of a child’s 
development and education. Spending time outdoors not only benefits their physical and mental 
health but also provides them with opportunities to develop key skills. We have created a scheme of 
work for outdoor learning that cover’s  

 Curriculum links,  

 Tools & Knots and lashing,  

 Health and well-being,  

 Problem solving and investigation skills,  

 A balanced approach to risk management,  

 Participation  

 Reflection 

Learners progress is then monitored, and recorded against the scheme of work, and upon 
completion Outdoor Learning Certificates are awarded   
 
At Brantridge we also understand the importance of play and this is incorporated into the Outdoor 
Learning session 

“Play is an essential part of every child’s life. It is vital for the enjoyment of childhood as well 
as for social, emotional, intellectual and physical development. When children are asked 
about what they think is important in their lives, playing and friends are usually at the top of 
the list.” http://www.playengland.org.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.playengland.org.uk/
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5.  Outdoor Learning Procedures 

 

 

5 a. Session starts and ends 

 Learners, accompanied by support staff, to the Outdoor Learning shelter where 

numbers are checked, clothing checked and the general mood of the group is 

monitored to see if activities planned are appropriate.  This forms part of the 

dynamic risk assessment.   

 Boys are encouraged to sit for the learning objective, success criteria, introduction 

and a safety briefing reminder   

 Boys are then able to decide when to complete the learning objective, this being a 

personal choice and learner led 

 Sessions should end in good time to allow for a reflection of the session and time for 

the Outdoor learning Leader to lock equipment. Support staff will then accompany 

learners back to class so they change clothing/footwear ready for the next lesson.   

 

 

5 b.  Boundaries 

It is very important that support staff are briefed on the in-bounds areas of Outdoor 

Learning Area before any session starts.  Outdoor Learning sessions will generally be held in 

the Outdoor Learning Woods. Boys are in bounds if they are in:  

 The woodland coloured red and blue on the school plan opposite the all-weather 

pitch facing the Brantridge School building 

Boys are out of bounds (unless accompanied by staff) if they are: 

 On the grassed area in front of the outdoor learning woods 

  

If the weather makes the weather unsafe to use Outoor Learning Area sessions may take 

place in other designated places as long as they are safe and a dynamic risk assessment is 

completed before use.   

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjk-8zkqbHNAhWsKsAKHRVDAYgQjRwIBw&url=http://thegraphicsfairy.com/vintage-clip-art-black-and-white-pocket-watches/&psig=AFQjCNG2VSNdIeIbBy3vUFmNZuD_woJJGg&ust=1466330730758424
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj1_f2Nq7HNAhXjLMAKHXTZD4UQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/fence-clip-art-borders&bvm=bv.124817099,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNE9GhbV6IT3jXMi-N-KRmXogPqxMQ&ust=1466331076226019
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5 c.  Tree climbing and Rope Swings 

There is an Outdoor Learning risk Assessment – General in the shared area.   

Learners have free access to certain trees in Outdoor Learning area and can climb them, at 

certain times and in certain activities under supervision up to a height of 2 metres. The 

Outdoor Learning leader is responsible for briefing learners and staff of which trees are 

accessible before they are climbed.   

Learners are able to erect rope swings with adult supervision.  If tying between trees to 

climb on or as a swing it must be checked by the Outdoor Learning Leader before use and 

are to be taken down after each session 

A permanent rope swing has been erected, and this is to be locked at the end of each 

session by the Outdoor Learning Leader. The Outdoor Learning Leader is also responsible for 

checking its safety at the beginning of each session.  

 A rope trail is also put up for the learners use and the Outdoor Learning leader is 

responsible for checking its safety    

The site and the trees are part of a site risk assessment which is carried out before climbing 

takes place and pupils are made aware through direction and supervision which trees are 

safe, when it is safe and why. 

 

 

5 d.  Transporting materials 

Outdoor Learning activities can be physically demanding for children and staff, for example 
when handling heavy objects, so it is wise to be aware of best practice. One of the greatest 
causes of back injury is lifting or handling objects incorrectly. 
 
All members of the group assume responsibility for setting up, maintaining and clearing up 
after a session. Where needed wheel barrows and trolleys should be used. 

 

 Learners are to think and plan where and how they are going to move an object 
before they lift 

 Adopt a stable position with feet apart and one leg slightly forward if possible 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjzrrPGrLHNAhXsAMAKHVmED2YQjRwIBw&url=http://all-free-download.com/free-vector/download/tree_outline_clip_art_11785.html&bvm=bv.124817099,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHwSstvSlsaIY_Y3Nt8cEM2wAoaIA&ust=1466331464408828
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwihjc2XrbHNAhVhDMAKHf3VCR8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/wheelbarrow-pictures&bvm=bv.124817099,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEUHMbge6NnFlG7b7ASitVKnTOLwg&ust=1466331629423855
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 Ensure a good hold on the load, hug it close to your body if possible 

 Avoid bending your back, only bend at your hips or knees if possible 

 Avoid twisting the back or leaning sideways especially if bending at the back 

 Keep the load close to your waist and the heaviest side of the load next to your 
body 

 Keep your head up and look ahead, not down at the load once it is held securely 

 Move smoothly 

 Know your limits - don’t lift or handle more than you can easily manage without 
help 

 Put the load down if you need to adjust it 

 Where possible, use ropes to drag objects such as trees 

 

 

5 e.  Rope and string use 

There is a Outdoor learning Risk Assessment – General in the shared area.   

Using string and ropes, indeed learning how to source and make natural cordage is a key part of 
the Outdoor Learning experience. Activities that use cordage may include crafts, climbing, rope 
swing making, shelter building or tracking.   

 We do not allow learners to tie up each other.  

 Account will be taken of the prior experiences of learners and the understanding of how 
they may act in the future. If a learner has a good idea and wants to tie up something, 
for example a tarp or a swing, an adult should help primarily as needed, modelling 
appropriate knot tying and modelling how to talk through ideas and decisions. This can 
then be carried out, once competent, independently.  

 All rope swings and courses will be checked by Leaders before use. All ropes to be used 
for climbing and rope swings must be checked as part of the risk assessment procedures 
and removed at the end of each session. 

 All equipment to be regularly checked for fraying, damage and serviceability. 

 Learners should not wrap rope around any part of their bodies 

  If tying between trees, the rope should be able to be seen and not cause a trip hazard 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwitlPXwrrHNAhWLDsAKHToSBJkQjRwIBw&url=http://id.pngget.com/garis-besar-line-art-wol-wolle-svg-png-wmf-eps/&bvm=bv.124817099,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHLjWFfsYVXeWmMJZ8N6wqr-9JUFQ&ust=1466332079886168
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5 f.  Stick play 

There is an Outdoor learning Risk Assessment in the shared area.   

Part of the Outdoor learning session is play-based, so learners will want to play mock fights; 
mock sword and spear play and stick games.  They are able to do this within the following 
parameters: 
  

 Learners can only carry and use sticks below their shoulder height and be no higher than 
their shoulder height in length 

  Learners are encouraged to think about how close they are to other learners.  

 Longer sticks may be dragged or carried with the help of another person when each 
person is at either end.  

 Sticks must not be thrown.  

 Sticks held by a boy must not touch another boy or member of staff.   

 Play fighting is forbidden.   

 Sticks must not be pulled from living trees and must be left on site at the end of each 
session.  

 Boys will want to make wooden knives, daggers, swords, bows and arrows, rifles and 
pistols in Outdoor learning, and need to be aware/reminded that they cannot take these 
home or to class. They can be stored in the outdoor learning shed for the learner to use 
on his next session 

 No Sticks are allowed to be taken home or to class they are to stay in the outdoor 
learning area or stored in the outdoor learning shed for the learner to use on his next 
session 
 

 

 

5 g.  Tools 

There is an Outdoor learning Risk Assessment –Tools in the shared area.   

Wooden Mallets, Hand Trowels and Forks are used as an integral part of Outdoor learning 
session as it motivates children to develop skills with real tools that help develop self-
confidence and esteem as well as fine motor skills. Learners will be taught how to handle 
tools properly and to treat them with respect.  
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjvzJDRrrHNAhWlKcAKHVArDEgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/wooden-sticks.html&bvm=bv.124817099,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGpOfpHIVs8TcjZfWeLP5tjbB8llA&ust=1466332009960502
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiAjuCkrrHNAhXhCMAKHcIrCwIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.123rf.com/photo_40283177_stock-vector-axe-with-long-handle-and-saw-black-tools-silhouettes-isolated-on-white-background.html&bvm=bv.124817099,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFxk_LBo78hkeeqRx4qkbL39m7J1A&ust=1466331935935385
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General 
 

 The Outdoor learning Leader will check all tools are fit for continued use before the 
session.  Only tools that are in safe working order will be used.  Tools, ropes and 
other equipment are to be locked Outdoor learning chest when Outdoor learning 
area is being left unattended. 

 Tools and ropes should be counted when handed out and counted back in again 
when finished.   

 Safe working distances – arms-length must be maintained at all times. 

 All children will wear suitable boots/shoes and outdoor clothing for the activity they 
take part in.  

 
 

 
 

 

5 h.  Eating and drinking 

There is an Outdoor learning Risk Assessment in the shared area.   
 
Food and drinking for consumption maybe be offered as part of activity in the Outdoor 
learning area.  

 The learners will have access to drinking water poured from a specific drinking water 
container.  

 All children and staff will wash hands with antibacterial soap before cooking and 
eating.   

 Food is to be prepared in hygienic conditions and any waste cleared systematically 
afterwards to leave no trace.  

 Pupils with prior eating plans or specific dietary needs will be shared and catered for 
before the session occurs.  

 No food or drink is to be brought onto the Outdoor learning site or session without 
the direction of the session Outdoor learning Leader.  

 During Extreme weather conditions or as part of an activity Hot Chocolate will be on 
offer to the learners which they can only be poured by the Outdoor learning leader 
or support staff and can only be drunk from a lidded travel beaker (Pupils with 
specific dietary needs will catered for with an alternative hot drink) 
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5 i.  Digging 

Digging large holes is not encouraged. Children may carefully move soil to look for insects and 
their habitats using trowels, fingers or small sticks found within the forest but deep holes should 
not be made. All habitats should be left as they were by the end of the session. 
 
 

 

5 j.  Toileting 

 All Learners must return to the main building  to use the toilet  

 All learners must be  encouraged to use the toilet before their outdoor learning 

session beings 

 There is to be NO ‘wild weeing’ were learners go behind a bush out of sight to 

urinate  permitted in the Outdoor Learning area 

 

 

 

 

 

5 k.  Hand Washing 

 All Learners have access to the hand washing station where water, antibacterial soap 

and a towel is available. The Outdoor Learning Leader also has a small supply of wet 

wipes 

 

 

. 

.  

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVxdXVr7HNAhXIK8AKHRp6Cc0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/spade-20clipart&bvm=bv.124817099,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHN9axI5GZPwdULDg6d-Of3yMqFOw&ust=1466332305718147
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwilr67sr7HNAhXiC8AKHVXnAEgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/washroom-sign-black-and-white&bvm=bv.124817099,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGddDnWrOukx92TCY5v8NPgrvZ6CQ&ust=1466332350141488
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6.  Environmental Considerations 

Brantridge School Outdoor learning is fortunate in having such a magnificent area in which 

to operate.  This is a site that we share and the Outdoor learning acknowledges the privilege 

of using the woodland for learning and enjoyment. With this comes a responsibility to do so 

within an ethos which encourages respect for the natural world and all that it offers us. 

We will endeavour to ensure that all involved in our Outdoor learning, learners, staff, 

volunteers, visitors and parent/carers are part of a caretaking role in caring for our 

woodland and promoting its continued vitality and sustainability. 

We will work within a context which minimises our impact on the land, optimises recycling 

opportunities and removes all waste. Where activities have an impact on the wildlife in the 

area, this will be minimised and all negative residues removed. 

 

 

7.  Health and safety 

Please refer to Brantridge School Health and Safety policy. 

 

7 a.  General.  Within Outdoor learning sessions there may be activities and experiences 

which carry a higher than usual level of risk than may be present in the general classroom 

based lessons. The Outdoor learning Leader is responsible for assessing any potential risks 

and ensuring adequate precautions are in place to minimise these. The Outdoor learning 

Leader holds a relevant First Aid qualification and other staff may hold outdoor First Aid. All 

staff are professionals with relevant qualifications and experience for their role and have 

relevant DBS checks.  
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7 b.  Risk Assessment: 

 

Please see Outdoor learning specific and School Risk assessments 

 

Within Outdoor learning, the ability to assess and manage personal risk is an invaluable life 

skill which we believe in supporting learner to develop through manageable challenge. This 

is risk benefit. Simultaneously it is our responsibility to ensure that these risks are 

encountered within a reasonable level of safety appropriate to the learner’s age and 

development. For this reason  risk assessments are prepared before Outdoor learning 

sessions, for specific activities, generic experiences and for the site and conditions on a daily 

basis.  

 Daily risk assessments:  A daily site risk assessment is to be made before each 

Outdoor learning day.  This includes changes to plant and tree growth, any hanging 

branches, trip hazards, wind and weather, the activities planned and any specific 

risks involving the learners’ who are due to participate.  To be completed by the 

Outdoor Learning Leader and any ‘risks’ found to be reported to Matt Ring the 

Premises Manager and/or dealt with before the learners have access to the Outdoor 

Learning site 

 Outdoor learning risk assessments:  Specific risk assessments covering the site and 

general activities, are in the shared area, written by the Outdoor learning leader and 

reviewed regularly.   

 Dynamic risk assessments:  During each session, dynamic risk assessments are to be 

made as the nature of the children’s play may take unplanned directions and to take 

account of changing factors such as weather. The Leader assumes responsibilities for 

this and makes decisions as he/she deems appropriate.    

 

 

7 c.  Emergency Plan: 

 

Brantridge School has procedures in place for the management of a serious incident or 

emergency.   

 If one occurs during the Outdoor learning session the Outdoor learning Leader will 

be responsible for assessing and managing the situation, the nature and extent of 

the injury/accident and deciding on what action needs to be taken.   

 The leader must ensure that the rest of the group are safe from any danger and are 

adequately supervised.  

 If appropriate, the leader will attend to the casualty, give First Aid as required and 

will summon help and support from reception using the radio.   
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 The school nurse is to be informed as soon as possible and an incident report 

completed as soon as possible. 

If anyone sustains an injury or illness which cannot be treated by on site First Aid and 

requires emergency medical attention: 

 In serious cases, 999 should be called, use the school radio to inform the main 

office that medical attention is required. 

 The rest of the group will be escorted back to the building quietly and sensibly. 

 If the pupil has to go to hospital a member of staff will go with them taking their 

medical records with them. 

 In minor cases the school nurse will be informed and the Outdoor Learning Leader 

will ensure the parent is contacted. 

 
7 d.  Reporting: incidents and accidents 
 
Any accidents that involve injury will be recorded into a first aid book. Major injuries, that 
constitutes ‘reportable injuries’ will be reported to the Health and Safety Executive via 
RIDDOR. Parents will be notified of injuries in keeping with the ‘Emergency and Major 
Incidents’ policy. ‘Incidents’, which include major behavioural incidents and any major 
negative occurrence that is not an accident, will also be recorded by the Outdoor Learning 
Leader 
 
 
7 e.  Plants & Fungi 

 
There is a “no pick, no lick” policy within the Outdoor learning area.  Learners are to touch 
and eat nothing except during a supervised activity.  Part of the daily risk assessment will be 
to identify any particularly hazardous plants and either remove them before the session or 
point them out to the children so that they can become aware of the dangers within a safely 
managed context.  
 
Known hazards in the Outdoor learning area include (and are to be avoided): 

 Nettles 

 Hairs from young bamboo shoots 

 Yew leaves and berries. 

 Cherry Laurel leaves and fruits.  

 Various fungi 
 

 
7 f.  Biting & Stinging Insects 
Insect bites and stings can be common, particularly in spring and summer, and usually 
cause only minor irritation. In rare cases, people can have a serious allergic reaction to a 
bite or sting that requires immediate medical treatment - if this is the case then the Leader 
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will refer directly to the Emergency & Serious Incident Procedure. All incidents will be 
recorded in the school accident book and signed by staff. If there is prior knowledge to 
suggest that a participant will have an allergic reaction if bitten, then the Outdoor learning 
Leader will be aware before via the school medical records. 

 
7 g.  Ticks 
We have not yet had children suffer from ticks however staff and parents should be aware 
that they can be present in woodland areas and can transmit Lyme’s disease. Staff will be 
aware of the need to check exposed areas of skin after sessions. It is wise to thoroughly 
check children at home after a Outdoor learning session as ticks can attach through 
clothing.  

 Where a tick is found on a person at school, the tick should not be disturbed and 
the person is to be taken to the school nurse for tick to be safely and promptly 
removed.   

 Parents/carers should be informed and if anyone notices a red disc shaped swelling 
anywhere on their body medical assistance is to be sought as soon as possible, 
notifying the medical staff that they attend Outdoor learning sessions in woodland 
frequented by deer.   

 
Please approach Outdoor learning leader for more information. Information on safe 
removal of ticks can be found at:  http://lymediseaseuk.com/2015/10/26/tick-removal/ 
and here: http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-ticks/tick-removal/ 

 
7vh. Administering medicines  
 
Details of allergies/relevant illnesses will be shared by the school nurse and any medical 
conditions that might affect a learner’s participation in Outdoor learning. 
The Outdoor learning leader is to be responsible for an Outdoor Learning First Aid Kit and 
asthma inhaler and are to be locked Outdoor learning  chest when Outdoor learning area is 
being left unattended 
 
 
8.  Policies 
 
8 a.  Safeguarding 
Please refer to Brantridge School Safeguarding Policy  
 
Brantridge School is committed to ensuring the safety of the learners in our care in every 
way. This is reflected in our extensive safeguarding policy and these procedures are 
followed in the same way within the Outdoor learning site. 
 
  

http://lymediseaseuk.com/2015/10/26/tick-removal/
http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-ticks/tick-removal/
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8 b.  Equality and Diversity 
 
Please refer to Brantridge School of equality and diversity policy.  
 
Brantridge School Outdoor learning is committed to equal opportunity for all and we wish to 
provide woodland in which all learners feel equally valued and have equal opportunities to 
explore, learn, play and develop. Our policies and the very nature of the Outdoor learning 
ethos help to ensure that we promote the individuality of all, irrespective of ethnicity, 
attainment, age, disability, gender or background. 
 
We endeavour to adapt provision to ensure that everyone can participate in some way and 
adjust ratios to support individuals as appropriate to the need. 
 
 
 

 
 
8 c.  Achieving Positive Behaviour 
 
Please refer to Brantridge School Positive Behaviour policy 
 
Behaviour management is the responsibility of all staff. The Outdoor Learning leader will 
establish ground rules for Outdoor learning sessions in line with Outdoor Learning 
Handbook and School Policies and with regular attendance to Outdoor Learning sessions, 
the learners are aware of the expectations of behaviour.   
 
Any challenging behaviour will be managed as much as possible in the setting. However 
where the behaviour is in any way dangerous to anyone present (including the learner) 
assistance from the behaviour team may be required via a call on the staff radio. Learners 
may then be removed from the area until ready to re-join the group appropriately. 
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8 d.  Missing Child Procedure 
See Brantridge School Missing Child Policy 
 
In the event of a lost or absconding pupil from the Outdoor Learning area a radio call must 

be made to see if any staff members have ‘eyes on’ immediately and then the Missing Child 

Procedure should be followed 

 

8 e.  Photographs/media: 

Any images of children taken must only be taken on the school cameras or staff iPads.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9.  First Aid 
 
The Outdoor learning leader holds a current Outdoor First Aid qualification which is updated 
regularly. Other staff may hold work based First Aid qualifications. 
 
A full outdoor First Aid Kit is available at all times during a Outdoor learning session 
containing sufficient resources to deal with an emergency. It is the Outdoor First Aider’s 
responsibility to regularly check and restock the kit.  
 

 
 

10.  Clothing and Adverse Weather 
 
“There is no such thing as bad weather, just unsuitable clothing.”  
 
10 a.  Clothing.  Part of the Outdoor learning is experiencing all weathers.  Learners are 
expected to take part in all sessions and as such must bring the required clothing to each 
session. Outdoor learning will run in most weather conditions and for the full allocated time  
in the session.   
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Our sessions are active, but in winter spending time outside can mean getting very cold if a 
learner isn’t wearing several layers, warm socks, a hat, gloves, scarf, etc. It’s also advisable 
always to wear long trousers and sturdy boots or wellies in all weathers in the woods. 
 
We provide can provide some “spare” boots as well as waterproof jackets but not for all 
sizes at all times. It is still vital that the learners have “WARM” clothing in winter as well as 
these waterproofs. A school jumper is essential. Learners are actively encouraged to bring in 
their own clearly labelled waterproofs, hats and boots and these can be stored in their 
respective classrooms.   Learners unwilling to wear the appropriate clothing or sun-cream 
may not be able to join in with the Outdoor learning sessions. 
 
Outdoor learning can quite rightly be a very messy place and although we make no excuses 
for clothing that comes home mucky we will try to ensure it doesn’t happen if possible! 
Outdoor Learning and play should, after all be mucky when you are outdoors. If parents / 
carers have particular concerns about uniform needing to be kept clean we encourage them 
to please ensure they always send the learners in with the appropriate alternative clothing 
and waterproofs on the days when they attend Outdoor learning. 
 
10 b.  Adverse Weather. 
Use of the Outdoor learning site will be cancelled if wind speeds are forecast to be gusting 
40mph or more, heavy and persistent rain coupled with high winds increasing the risk of 
cold injuries, exceeding cold and windy conditions.   

 
 
11.  Feedback and Concerns 
 
We encourage all learners and parents/carers to give us regular feedback about their 
experience and also to talk to us about anything that is causing consternation. Feedback and 
concerns can be expressed in a numbers of ways, primarily to the Outdoor Leader 
themselves or via their Class Teacher or a member of the Senior Leadership team  
 
The named Outdoor learning leaders is Donna Williams and she can be contacted at 
d.williams@brantridge-school.co.uk 
 
We will always endeavour to be as open, honest and as straightforward as possible with 
carers/parents with regard to any issue; maintaining a two way flow of information can lead 
to resolutions before problems arise or escalate. 
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All communications regarding formal feedback or concerns will be logged and records kept. 
 
 

 
 
12.  Cancellation and contingency 
 
In the case of extreme weather, external incidents or problematic learner behaviour the 
leader may need to cancel sessions at short notice. Wherever possible, these will be 
rescheduled and the contingency plans followed these might include some class based 
activities with Outdoor learning basis such as map reading, plant and animal identification 
and craft tasks. The leader reserves the right to make decisions in the best interests of 
learners should the weather be excessively cold, wet or dangerous in terms of storms and 
high winds. Where possible dynamic risk assessment will allow sessions to adapt and 
proceed i.e. hot drinks. In the case of the Leader’s ill-health sessions will be rescheduled if 
possible. 
 

 

Appendix 1:   Overview of Outdoor Learning Session 

 
Preparation 
 

 Check weather forecast 

 Daily risk assessment and site check 

 Emergency procedure 

 Staff Radios 

 Activity equipment as needed including first aid kit. 

 Hand-washing kit 

 Fresh water/water carrier 
 

 
Setting Up 

 Carry out a daily risk assessment of site and advise/act accordingly.  

 Check radio signal. 

 Set up and count out tools and equipment for Learning and play 

 Be ready to greet learners in the shelter 

 Check and confirm numbers and presence of staff. 
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Session Opening 
 

 Make the group aware of new hazards or medical consideration 

 Engage children in the development of rules and guidelines for the day 

 Explain and Describe  the day’s learning objective and success criteria 
 
During the Session 
 

 Visually check all equipment before use 

 Ensure unused equipment is (locked away if appropriate) 

 Ensure all activities running as should 

 Check on pastoral needs of group 

 Conduct a head count, as needed 

 Take photos of learners completing learning objectives 
 

 
Closing the Session 
 

 Count back in any tools/equipment used  

 Remove structures and ropes 

 Check for litter  

 Lock swing 

 Collect the equipment and lock into chest 

 Form a closing circle and reflect on lesson 

 Walk the group back to school 

 Place sticks in Outdoor Learning shed 
 
Other 
 

 Inform Class Teacher on how the lesson was and pass on the learners individual 
behaviour grades 

 Complete any follow up reports 

 Complete Outdoor Learning Pupil Progress Books and individual schemes of learning 

 Complete the Brantridge Weekly Bulletin  
 


