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Dear Parents/Carers, 

On Tuesday this week we had a series of Consultation meetings in relation to the proposed development of 

Brantridge expanding to cater for secondary aged pupils as well as those of a primary age. As well as the 

feedback given in those meetings we also looked at the written response we had received thus far in the 

consultation. We were delighted by the positive responses we received from so many parents about how 

they felt about the school and the positive impact Brantridge was having on their child’s life. We really 

appreciate that feedback and have shared those headlines with the staff, which is of course, encouraging to 

them. 

If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to participate in the consultation there is still plenty of time. The 

window closes on the 29th November. Just as a reminder the ways of participating are: 

- by paper: see attached response form and handed into the school office  

- by an online survey at: https://brantridgeschool.org/secondary-proposal/  

- by email to: schooloffice@brantridge-school.co.uk  

- by post to: Consultation, Brantridge School, Staplefield, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH17 6EQ  
 

Attached to this email you will see that we sharing practical guidance on how to activate/install appropriate 

parental controls on children’s devices. Some of you have been asking recently for support with this. Please 

can I encourage you to take this seriously and ensure that your child’s device has the correct filters. We are 

regularly confronted with situations where children use words or language or re-enact something that they 

have seen online which is clearly not suitable for children. Should you want further practical support with 

this please do contact Danielle Harry – d.harry@brantridge-school.co.uk  

Finally, just to remind you that this coming Monday (22nd November) is an INSET day. The school will reopen 

to pupils on Tuesday, 23rd November. 

 

Hope you have a good weekend. 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

 

Friday 19th November, 2021. Dates for your diary: 

 INSET Day: 22nd November 2021 

 Open Day: 10th December 2021 

 Christmas Lunch/Christmas Sweater 

Day: 15th December 2021 

 Last day of term: 17th December 2021 

mailto:d.harry@brantridge-school.co.uk
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Mercury 

 

Mercury has had a good week with learning and positive behaviour. Mercury had finished this week with 

recognising and telling the time, 12 hour and 24 hour time was taught. We have now moved onto 

timetables this week Wednesday. Our new animated educational video for the week was ‘the stars’, 

pupils focused on interpreting and writing skills and was engaged in this video for English. Reading eggs 

and different engaging activities like tic TAC toe and hangman was used to encourage phonics within 

learning. We continued to read books and did whole class reading to improve listening skills (BFG). 

Outdoor learning and clip and climb took place for PE and rewards, pupils enjoyed this a lot. Social 

games like musical statues were played as well as a workshop that took place about anti-racism. During 

geography, the boys learnt about volcanoes, we will be moving onto earthquakes next. The fake money 

fell into place to purchase rewards this week when applicable to encourage positive behaviour and 

classroom rules. 

 

 

   
Pluto 

Pluto this week have been continuing to learn about the Polar Regions and use this as a theme for 

writing.  In English they watched a clip about a man who lived on the Arctic and he had to work all day to 

make one piece of fruit grow on a tree.  The man was sent a mysterious box.  They predicted what might 

be in the box and why.  Pluto then watched the clip and the box gave a man a superpower to allow him 

to grow food instantly.  They then thought about what superpower they would send to the man to help 

him.  Pluto wrote these ideas down and placed them in a box to send to the Arctic. Pluto used the key 

words to write a postcard to the man to say what superpower they were gifting and why using a 

postcard style.  In Maths Pluto have been learning about 3D shapes. They have been naming, describing 

properties and creating 3D shapes.   In Science they continued to develop their knowledge of the 

digestive system learning the parts functions.  In History we were sent a box of artefacts from an 

Explorer in the Amazon to look at and ask questions about what they may have been used for.  They 

really enjoyed handling the artefacts and discussing their uses.  
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Mars 

This week in Mars Class we have been learning poems with rhythm and rhyme. We have had 

great fun learning Walking with my Iguana, by Brian Moses. We clapped and then got the 

drums out to keep the rhythm, we highlighted the rhyming words and then had lots of great 

discussions about what it would be like to walk an inguana as well as what we would ask if we 

saw someone doing this. Next we acted out walking and inguana and how an iguana might 

move. 

In maths we have been counting in time and thought about time tables and created time 

problems to solve. In PSHCE we have continued to learn about the world around us and how 

to become global citizens- this week we looked a renewable energy and thought about small 

changes that we can make in our own lives to help such as turning off lights and not leaving 

devices on stand-by. 

In science this week we played battle of the beaks- we tested out different types of bird beaks 

and thought about how animals evolve. We have also compared how different animals evolve 

for cold climates like the arctic. 

     

 

Galaxy: 

Anti-bullying week this week, the boys enjoyed their odd socks and engaged well with resources, learning 

and assemblies relating to this very important topic. In science, we have been thinking about 
designing our own experiments to try and work out where most animals can be found- the woods 
or the fields.  
 
We are exploring what types of animals they are, identifying vertebrates and invertebrates and 
how we can tell them apart.  Reintegration continues to be very successful, especially in our horse 
riding. Pupils have been learning how to trot and steer the ponies, making sure the reins are tight 
and the boys ride with their toes up to increase their effective control over the horses. Well done 
Galaxy.    
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Titan 

 

Titan class have engaged really well this week with lots of activities and learning. 

In English the boys were coming up with some amazing creative writing relating to what they would do if 

they found a small door. The resulting work was very interesting! 

In maths, Titan were learning about multiplying numbers up by 10, 100 and 100 and then dividing by 10, 

100 and 1000. 

Although this was a challenging task, Titan got through it with great results. 

The majority of Titan have also participated in the football training and are eager to show their skills, and 

represent their school in an upcoming football match! 

Good luck Titan! 

 

       

      

Jupiter: 

Jupiter have had a great week this week! In Maths we have been learning about horizontal, diagonal and 

vertical lines, symmetry and right angle shapes. For English, we have been creating our own Arctic Animal 

fact files – using laptops to find out a variety of information and adding photos.  

We have really enjoyed creating our own Arctic Dioramas, using cotton wall, bubble wrap, blue paper and 

cutting out pictures of Arctic animals to learn about the biome for our topic.  

In cooking we made our own pizza bagels – they were delicious! We also enjoyed our weekly offsite PE 

session to golf where we learnt how to chip a ball onto the green.  
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Neptune 

This week in Neptune class he have been working very hard on perfecting our arctic biome. The boys have finished making 

them and are now working hard on writing information texts about the arctic which will be made into booklets to 

accompany their model. 

In maths, we have had lots of fun working on symmetry and angles.  We have laid teddies across the floor in horizontal, 

diagonal, and vertical lines, we have found symmetry in nature and in shapes and we have explored acute, obtuse, acute 

and right angles in everyday objects and in shapes. 

The boys are making great progress in their horse riding.  They have started to trot and they even got to ride the horses out 

on a quite lane by the stables.  They are really enjoying this activity.  For anti-bullying week, we had a visit from ‘Show 

Racism the Red Card’.  The boys listened really well and participated in the workshop really well. 

 

 

 

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

                       

        

Saturn 

 We started our week by going on an Arctic adventure! We had to wrap up warm as we went through a sensory 

journey through the arctic. We used our senses to say what we could see, hear and feel and wrote our ideas on 

our mind maps which we then went on to write a free verse poem. 

In maths we continued our learning of time focussing on telling time to the half hour. 

In science, we were stranded on a desert island and had to say what we would miss, what one thing we would 

choose to take and then identify what we’d need to survive. We then wrote or drew our ideas, put them in a 

bottle and sent it out to sea! 

In art, we used the art of Ted Harrison to inspire us and created our own version using ice paints.  

We had our first visit to K2 gym for gymnastics which we were very excited about. 

We have welcomed two new boys to Saturn so we have spent some time this week getting to know each other. 
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