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Dear Parent/Carer, 

On Monday, you will have received a letter from the school mentioning the possibility of Brantridge 

supporting secondary aged pupils, as well as those of a primary age. No doubt you will have many questions 

in relation to this matter. Please be assured that if things do proceed there will be a consultation period 

where there will be a clear process in place, including opportunities for parents to raise questions in an 

official capacity. However I am very happy to discuss informally any concerns or questions you may currently 

have. Please do get in touch with me should you want to do so. 

Following 18 months of Annual Reviews being carried out via Zoom it was lovely this week to have our first 

face to face Annual Review of the new academic year. There will be many of you, whose child started here 

during the pandemic who have had limited opportunities to walk around our school. We are planning to 

have an Open Day towards the end of this term where we are hoping that all parents will be able to attend. 

However, knowing how important it is for you as parents to be familiar with your child’s school, we would be 

very happy to show individual families around our school at a mutually convenient time. Again, if this is of 

interest to you, please make contact with Susie George in the school office. 

Earlier this week we were visited by the Senior Team of our Trust – Orchard Hill College and Academy Trust 

(OHCAT). This was a really positive visit and they thoroughly enjoyed the visit and seeing the school in action. 

Reflecting on their visit prompted me to mention OHCAT in this Bulletin to you as parents. I don’t know how 

many of you are familiar with the work of our Academy Trust which takes places in many Special Needs 

settings, catering for a wide range of needs across the South East. If you get a moment, please do familiarise 

yourself with this work by visiting their website – https://www.ohcat.org  which will give you a flavour of the 

work. It is important for small schools like ours to be part of a wider family of schools which can mutually 

work together for the benefit of pupils and staff. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

 

Friday 8th, October 2021. Dates for your diary: 

 Half Term: 25th – 29th October 2021 

 INSET Day: 22nd November 2021 

 Last day of term: 17th December 2021 

https://www.ohcat.org/
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Mercury 

This week in Mercury the class the students have participated in a variety of practical learning lessons. 

The students have been working on their phonics by playing challenging board games every week to 

increase their knowledge and learn more around phonics. Pupils have been reading books and have been 

added into their school reading book record. In Maths pupils have been developing and learning their 

addition method to add and solve an equation consisting of 3-4 digits, some pupils progressed up to 8-9 

digit addition, some progressed onto subtracting. In science we have been learning to classify 

vertebrates, next week we will complete a quiz to see what we have learnt. Pupils progressed with their 

miniature rainforests to finish it, whilst others moved onto making their money box in order to save and 

put their ‘fake money’ (reward system for pupils) into the money box, almost like a piggy bank. Pupils 

could be as creative as they want whilst they built their rainforests/money boxes.  

I want to introduce you to another reward system in Mercury that is going to take place from Monday 

onwards, fake money. Pupils alongside of the tick reward system, will have a chance to earn fake money 

to use and exchange for rewards during school day within Mercury the classroom. Pupils will be able to 

use their fake money in negotiation with the teacher by putting their hands up and if it’s an appropriate 

time and teacher agrees, they will be able to use their fake money. Pupils will be able to buy things like 

time (couple minutes for £5 or so to take a break out in the back garden) in exchange for their fake 

money. Rewards are limited for the upcoming week but will be more rewards coming into place like 

buying social time for mine craft on the PlayStation or football/activity time outside if applicable, more 

rewards will come for more of pupils preference. The objective of this reward system is to encourage 

pupils to up their work rate, engage and learn more during school lessons, not only that but will also be a 

continuous learning lesson for PHSE (saving, spending and budgeting around money). The students liked 

this idea and was interested in such a reward system.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Galaxy: 

Another glorious horse riding session this week.  The boys’ confidence is sky-high, mounting the 

ponies quickly and efficiently showing increasing control of their steeds through gentle and 

effective use of the reigns.  They were starting to independently make the ponies walk on and 

come to a stop when required to do so as well as steering them round a figure of eight obstacle 

course.  They even started trotting this week which was an incredible progression and amazing 

posture and core stability was shown by all.  Back on site, the boys continue to read beautifully 

independently and with staff, showing some wonderful improvements in word recognition and 

understanding.  Keep enjoying reading boys!  
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Mars 

This week in Mars Class, we have been researching endangered species’. We have used our IT skills to 

search for lots of facts, finding out about the habitat, diet, appearance, and importantly why they are 

endangered and how humans can help. 

In maths we have been practising column addition with exchange. We played lots of games and activities 

to help us to practice this. 

We went to golf for PE again on Wednesday and we are all making so much progress which is brilliant 

and really helped confidence to grow. 

On Tuesday we had a class trip to Wakehurst Place. Luckily the weather was lovely and all boys 

thoroughly enjoyed learning about different trees and plants and spotting ones that we recognise from 

our rainforest studies. 

     

Pluto 

This week in Pluto they have created a character for their stories and planned a story based on the book 

the class are reading ‘One day on our planet – in the rainforest’.  In maths Pluto have been comparing 

numbers using the less than and greater than symbol and rounding numbers. In geography they used an 

aerial photograph of the Amazon rainforest. To produce a map and key showing the area of South 

America covered by the rainforest.  In History they were creating questions from looking at images.  In 

art Pluto took inspiration from Henri Roseaux paintings to go out into the grounds collect different 

shaped leaves and sketch them.  In Science they classified invertebrates they found on their invertebrate 

hunt around the schools. A popular place to find invertebrates was under logs.   
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Titan 

So far, one of the best weeks that Titan pupils have had! Engagement and pupils attitudes have been 

outstanding this week. The pupils have enjoyed the trip to Wakehurst on Tuesday and although some of 

them were reluctant to come, the day turned out to be great – we were very lucky that it was dry too!  

In Maths, we have continued to work on additions and subtractions through word problems, 1 step as 

well as 2 step word problems, which the children have tackled positivity.  

In English they have continued to work on their Brazil leaflet – some of them have greatly enjoyed the 

task, they asked to do more! 

In Geography we looked at the layers of the rainforest, as well as what animals live in each layer; our PE 

lesson this week took place at Handcross Park, which was a massive hit with the children as they loved 

the equipment in the play park and they all socialised and interacted with one another brilliantly.  

            

Jupiter: 

Jupiter have had a busy week this week. In English, we have been learning about the elements of a story. 

We used our magic mirror to enter into the rainforest and used our amazing adjectives to describe what we 

could see, hear, taste and touch. 

For Maths, we have been rounding numbers and learning about positive and negative numbers, we have all 

created our own number line to help with our working out. 

 This week we also found a frog in our school playground and decided to set it free! As a class, we walked to 

our local pond and returned the frog back to its natural habitat.  

In Art today, we finished painting our clay pots using inspiration from photos of Aztec designs. 

 



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN 
 

 

Neptune 

This week we have been finding out what it was like to be an Aztec child.  The boys decided that they are happy 

they are living now, as Aztec children had some gruesome punishments if they were naughty and lots of chores 

to do.  They also felt that it would have been better to be a girl as boys had to go to war.   In our art lesson, the 

boys painted their Aztec pottery plates that they had made last week. 

In maths, we have been rounding numbers to the nearest 10 and 100 and exploring what a negative number is.  

In English, we have looked at the six components to a story and we have used inference skills to find out the 

who, where and when in a story.  We also went on a virtual tour of the rainforest and then used descriptive 

words to describe what we could see, hear and feel. 

In our gymnastics session this week the boys worked hard on gaining more badges.  With World Mental Health 

Day coming up on Sunday, we had a session with Miss Townsend on what mental health means.  We had some 

really good discussion around this topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

                       

        

Saturn 

We have continued our learning based on the story ‘Wild’ by Emily Hughes. We looked at the different emotions the main 

character experienced in each part of the story and discussed why she felt that way. We then plotted them on a graph to 

show how her feelings had changed so much throughout the story. Our next job was to become illustrators and retell the 

story of Wild, we hope then to take on the role of the author and write our own version of Wild. 

In maths we have been playing lots of games, some of us those games have involved counting forwards and backwards or 

adding 1/10 to any number and looking for patterns. 

We have loved the chickens being back in school and are doing a great job at helping them find worms and learning how to 

handle them safely. Kimi is also a popular visitor to Saturn, the boys are always so kind and caring towards him and love it 

when he does tricks for them. 

In computing we are learning about algorithms and using our new knowledge to programme toys such as Beebots. In food 

tech we made Mexican (Aztec) wraps by making our own salsa and guacamole versions of us. One of the boys was 

particularly proud of his grating achievements and said ‘who would have thought one boy could create such destruction 

with a courgette’  
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