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Dear Parent/Carer, 

We would like to draw your attention to our ‘Safeguarding and Wellbeing offer’ document on our website. It 

simply outlines what we provide for our children in terms of keeping them safe and supporting with their 

mental health in general. The document is on our website under the following tabs – About 

us/Safeguarding/Brantridge School Safeguarding and Wellbeing offer.  

In there it lists the various things that we provide for our children. Some of which you will be familiar with, 

but some of which you may not be aware of. So for example did you know that we have: 

- A weekly Safeguarding Team meeting where all pupils on plans are discussed 

- Weekly Multi-disciplinary team meetings where all professionals in the school who work with a child 

discuss that child’s holistic progress once a term 

- A full time Mental Health advisor (Mary Townsend) who works both with pupils individually and 

whole classes 

- Annual staff training on PREVENT, a national anti-radicalisation programme. 

I could go on! But rather than list everything that is on the document here, we would encourage you to 

follow the link and familiarise yourself with it. Should you have any questions, please do contact Rob Chowns 

our Designated Safeguarding Lead and he will be happy to try to answer any question you have. 

(When you do look at the document you will see that it is split into three sections – Universal, Targeted and 

Specialist. All children receive the Universal provision, Targeted refers to support a pair or group of students 

might receive whilst Specialist refers to support or intervention a child would receive individually.) 

Finally just to let you know that the chickens arrived back at school on Wednesday amid great excitement. 

The chickens belong to one of our sister schools in OHCAT – Nightingale Academy which has a farm. The 

chickens are with us at Brantridge during the term time and are then taken back to the farm at Nightingale’s 

during the holidays. They were due to be back with at the beginning of September, but due to staffing 

shortages at Nightingale in the past few weeks, that wasn’t possible. The boys seem very happy to see them 

back! 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

 

Friday 1st, October 2021. Dates for your diary: 

 Half Term: 25th – 29th October 2021 

 INSET Day: 22nd November 2021 

 Last day of term: 17th December 2021 
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Mercury 

This week in Mercury the class the students have been focusing on their attitude to learning, which has 

been really positive this week. We have started a daily tick system where the aim is to get three ticks in a 

day to access a reward at the end of the day. This has worked really well with the boys so far and they 

have all been motivated to achieve their ticks.  In English we have been playing eye spy with my little eye 

in which the students choose five words they can see and the class incorporate these into a story. We 

have had a lot of fun reading these stories out to the class and seeing who can make the funniest one. In 

maths we have been working on number bonds and addition. Depending on the previous knowledge of 

students this has been up to 10, 20 or using three digits for addition. We have been making these into 

fun games such as addition bingo and four in a row. Our topic this term has been the animal kingdom 

and this week we used our knowledge of the rainforest to create our own miniatures. The students 

collected resources from outdoor learning and used shoe boxes to create their rainforests. These have 

been a really positive sessions this week and all the boys have really engaged.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

Pluto 

Another busy week in Pluto.  In maths they have been learning how to write numbers in numerals and 

words and comparing numbers with the greater and less than symbols.  We read the book ‘One day on 

our Blue Planet in the Rainforest. The boys really enjoyed the story about a spider monkey who loses its 

mother and goes searching for her through the layers of the rainforest.  They were able to say what 

happened in the beginning, middle and end of the story.  Pluto then enjoyed creating speech for the 

book and using inverted commas to show they understood how to write speech. On Thursday they used 

what they had learnt earlier in the work to orally retell the story in their own words.  For Science they 

looked at how we classify vertebrates and sorted animals into the five main groups.  Pluto enjoyed 

getting messy in art, with sketch sticks that they recreated half of a jungle image exploring tone.  
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Mars 

This week the boys in Mars Class have been busy learning about negative numbers in maths- we tried out 

lots of different activities to help us learn, our favourite was running along a number line adding and 

subtracting numbers. 

For English this week, we have been planning and writing an information text together. We chose the 

marine iguana because we loved the way that they had to run for their lives as soon as they emerged 

from their burrows as they were chased by racer snakes- we watched videos of the chase which was 

really exciting and inspired our writing. This week we worked together but next week we will be using 

this knowledge to support us when we research, plan and write a report about our own chosen 

endangered animal. 

In history we did a treasure hunt to find out about lots of the amazing achievements made by the ancient 

Maya- then we debated which we felt was the most important- this was really challenging and we had 

lots of really valuable discussions about it. Next we tried inventing our own glyphs which we then used to 

create stone tablets (out of clay) where we carved messages in. 

We learned to chip the ball in golf this week on the putting green, while we found this to be challenging, 

we all demonstrated lots of resiliance and tried really hard to improve. 

In art, we used some of our previous learning to inform our work in the style of Henri Rousseau. We 

looked at different areas of paintings and pointed out the background, middle and foreground. After this 

we mixed lots of different tones of blue to create our backgrounds. 

The chickens have returned to school and we could not wait to get outside and say hello! 

  

 

Galaxy: 

It cannot be understated how wonderful the reading has been in Galaxy this week.  Our beautiful 

reading corners have been used at length as the boys have enjoyed cosying up on beanbags and 

often reading to Kimmi, the big fluffy dog.  In history, we have been exploring where the Aztecs 

lived, using ancient maps and improving our internet research skills at the same time.  We have 

explored parallel and perpendicular lines while discussing right angles, half and full turns through 

art, science and maths.  We went horse riding again this week, and had the most splendid time.  

The boys loved been on and around the ponies, riding, grooming and de-tacking them at the end 

of their session.  Well done Galaxy! A super week!  
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Titan 

We have had a very busy week in Titan; we have learnt about Brazil in English and the pupils have had to 

produce a leaflet on Brazil, however, it is still work in progress but all children in Titan spent some time 

researching facts about Brazil, as well as watching videos on Brazil.  

In Math we have started a new topic – addition and subtraction – where the children are learning to use 

written methods for addition and subtraction, for e.g. column addition and column subtraction. They 

played some board games to consolidate the learning as well as a code breaking activity to make maths 

more fun.  

In Science we have looked at old age and the changes that come with old age; we have also looked at 

some statements about old age – stereotypes – which were very interesting to approach with the 

children.  

In Art they had to produce a picture using Henri Rousseau’s work.  

       

        

Jupiter: 

We have been working on a book called The great Kapok tree. In English, the boys have been using 

pervasive language. The boys have tried to persuade the men to stop cutting down the rainforest. 

The examples they came up with were brilliant – we need the oxygen and they will make the 

animals homeless. 

Jupiter have been learning about invertebrates/what animal group are invertebrates. We went for 

an invertebrates hunt. The boys found insects that were invertebrates. In maths, the boys have 

been working with numbers – ascending and descending.  

In art, Jupiter have made plates out of clay. They had some help from the Aztecs with the 

designing of their plates. 

Well done on your brilliant week! 



BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN 
 

 

Neptune 

We have managed to fit lots into our week this week!  The chickens are back and Neptune was the first class on the rota to 

look after them.  We fed and watered them and collected the eggs.  It’s great to have the chickens back on the school site 

again.  The boys are learning to let the chickens come to them by being calm and gentle. 

In maths, we have been ordering numbers and learning to use the symbols for greater than and less than.  We have moved 

onto our 4 times tables and the boys are already quite confident skip counting in fours.  In English, we looked at making 

persuasive arguments.  We read The Great Kapok Tree and then came up with persuasive reasons as to why the 

woodcutter should not cut the Kapok tree down.  We used drama to help us develop the arguments and we collected 

branches to make a Kapok tree and then wrote our persuasive arguments on leaves which we then hung from the tree. 

In History, we looked at the food the Aztecs ate and the utensils they used.  We made pottery plates and we then took part 

in an Aztec ‘Come Dine With Me’.  We ‘ate’, roasted grasshoppers dipped in honey, popcorn covered in honey and cocoa 

powder, turkey stuffed with frogs and a side dish of algae.  The cook was awarded a 10/10 and a 5/10!!  Our PE session this 

week was focused on cartwheeling and balance.  The boys were challenged to cartwheel using one hand.  They showed 

great perseverance.  We are continuing on our theme of worship in RE and the boys listened to the different types of music 

associated with the main religions. The Islam call to prayer and the drummers in Sikhism were the top favourites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

                       

        

Saturn 

Our English focus this week has been based on the book ‘Wild’ by Emily Hughes. The boys had to listen to a description of 

the main character without seeing her and draw what they could hear. We then compared it to the book cover and made 

predictions about what the story might be called and what it might be about. Some of us thought it would be about the 

jungle because there were lots of leaves and plants on the cover. Have a look at our picture dictations below. We then 

wrote a character description and had a discussion about the UN Convention on the rights of children. 

In maths we have been working on addition and subtraction. In science we continued to look at habitats and gave some 

excellent information about which habitats different animals live in and what they need to survive. We then chose a habitat 

to create as a diorama. 

Making Churros and chocolate dipping sauce was a definite hit with the boys….and some of the adults too! They were 

scrummy! 

Our emotional literacy focus this week was based on facial expressions and why it is important to read people’s expressions 

as a clue to how people may be feeling and what choices we can make to help others. We worked hard to make good 

choices so we could earn a visit to the local park. Mrs Symes and Miss Haylor have been looking out for random acts of 

kindness from the boys. The boys will be awarded special stars on our ‘Be Kind’ board and whoever gets the most will win a 

prize at the end of each week. 
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