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Dear Parent/Carer, 

One of the exciting developments that has taken place at 

Brantridge this term has been the introduction of an online 

system to record pupils learning called Tapestry. One of our 

reasons for its introduction is the ease in which we can 

upload a series photos or videoclips of activities that take 

place as part of a lesson. You’ll be aware that we have an emphasis here on learning through activities and 

practical approaches and so we felt that we needed something that enabled us to reflect that approach. 

Of course some activities will be best captured in more traditional ways such as in exercise books or by 

creating posters that are then displayed in the classroom and of course we still do that. But the introduction 

of Tapestry allows us to record learning more broadly. (Staff will often take photos of written work in the 

books and upload those onto Tapestry, which means that some work is recorded both in paper and 

electronic form.) 

The staff have adapted quickly to this way of working this half term and already have complied an interesting 

record of each child’s learning.  

Another benefit of Tapestry that we are hoping to introduce to you immediately after the half term break, is 

the facility for you as parents to see this work that your child has done and to comment should you wish to. 

This is an invaluable opportunity for you as parents to have a clear understanding of some of the activities 

your child has been part of on that day or week. Hopefully this will lead to conversations between you and 

your child about their learning. 

In order to support you with getting to grips with this facility, Miss Danielle Harry will be leading an online 

Zoom session to explain how to access this. A link will be sent to you next week regarding this, but we simply 

wanted to ensure that you put the date of this training session in your diaries. It will take place on Monday, 

2nd November at 4.30pm. There will of course be opportunities to ask Miss Harry any questions you have 

about it in that session. 

We recognise that this time will not be convenient to all parents and so we hope to record it and make it 

available to you so that you can watch it at a time which is convenient to you. (That will be dependent on all 

participants in the ‘live’ session verbally consenting to this happening at the beginning of that session.) 

Alongside staff and parents commenting some of our older children from next week onwards will have the 

opportunity to comment on Tapestry on their own work! Again we feel that this then becomes a rich 

dialogue opportunity between a child, staff member and parent. As always, please do contact us if you want 

to discuss this in greater detail. 

Finally I want to assure you that we have fully respected your responses to the photographic ‘permission’ 

forms you have completed in relation to Tapestry earlier this term. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dafydd Roberts. 

Friday 15th, October 2021. Dates for your diary: 

 Half Term: 25th – 29th 

October 2021 

 INSET Day: 22nd November 

2021 

 Last day of term: 17th 

December 2021 
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Mercury 

It has been a brilliant week for Mercury in terms of learning and improved behaviour. Students this week 

focused on completing more work in exchange for rewards and fake money at the end of the day to use 

(rewards). 

During the early morning, pupils learnt about black history month, new classroom rules and behaviour 

expectations that were put into place. A new reward system was put into  plalce ‘make 3 good choices in 

a day = £1 in fake money’ to use for rewards. Pupils this week built and developed their creative money 

boxes to put their savings into. We looked at shapes and improving student knowledge around the 

properties of shapes this week. Pupils finished off with addition and subtraction and most pupils have 

understood the methods to solve (addition and subtraction) equations. 

Students developed their reading/phonics this week by reading a book/interacting with serveral tasks on 

reading eggs. Students also played board games to further develop their sounding of phonics which was 

good to socialise with their peers and learn together. Pupils had completed activity sheets that consisted 

of spelling, word patterns and reading comprehension sheets. Pupils participated in a quiz to develop 

their knowledge around Halloween and have done some creative colouring to get involved into the 

spooky theme ready for next week. Students also developed their knowledge around animal 

classifications, completed serval tasks to understand the differences between the many animal 

classifications. Pupils had participated in hide and seek within PE, pupils really enjoyed this game and 

understood the rules. A lot of physical activity took place. Pupils ‘Thursday’ have had a fantastic day in 

terms of learning an behaviour as a class. Pupils for rewards have participated in PE/Minecraft time to 

interactive and socialise with peers. Bikes and scooters are to be used tomorrow if pupils have another 

great day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Galaxy: 

Such a successful week in Galaxy 1 and 2!  The boys have been absolutely superb guests in 

different classes, engaging in a range of learning and socialising really nicely.  This is part of their 

reintegration process into other classes which is a huge step forward in their development and one 

of the main aims of our class.  We have been exploring habitats furthermore and discussing what 

impact humans have on different environments.  The boys continue to focus and engage in reading 

incredibly well and many of them are starting to favour reading over other activites during free 

time.  Cooking was another success this week, measuring in grams and ounces, clearing up 

willingly and making some delicious looking shortbread at the same time.  Well done boys.  Keep 

up the good work.     
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Mars 

This week Mars class have worked incredibly hard. We had lots of fun using modal verbs to justify why 

we should keep items on a desert island, some of the ideas were very inventive indeed, we enjoyed this 

so much that we ended up extending the lesson! As well as this in English, we have completed our 

information reports about our chosen endangered species which we then shared with the group- lots of 

hard work but great outcomes all round! 

In maths this week, we split into different groups to help us to consolidate different elements of 

multiplication and division. We played lots of different games to help us to learn such as a fun treasure 

hunt to find multiplication facts, fishing games to use our times tables and for some, we used the division 

family to introduce long division. 

In science we continued our exploration into the different systems of the human body and this week we 

played a circulatory system game where we had to transport the C02, oxygen, waste and nutrients to the 

cells. 

In art some of us completed our Henri Rousseau style paintings where we have created different images 

for the back, middle and foreground- we are very pleased with the results! 

All in all, a very busy and productive week! 

       

 

Pluto 

This week in Pluto we have been reading the Kapok Tree and focused on looking for clues in the text and 

being able to use these clues to predict what might happen at the end of the book. In the book, lots of 

animals come down from the tree to tell the man why he should not chop it down. They looked at the 

verbs for how the animals moved down the tree.  They then role played their own animal and how it 

moved down the tree in preparation for writing their sentences containing a verb.  In Maths Pluto have 

been estimating numbers on a number line and counting in twos and fours.  They enjoyed working their 

way across a sea of lava (pretend) using their multiples of two and four this week.  In Science we learnt 

about a rainforest habitat and what it is like.  For art they explored tone, they looked at the Henri 

Roseaux image and the varying shades of greens and colours he uses. Then created these tones using 

paint by mixing.     
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Titan 

We have had a fantastically busy week in Titan! 

The children have been working on different types of lines in Maths – parallel, perpendicular, vertical and 

horizontal, as well as symmetry. The children enjoyed doing some active learning to remember the key 

concepts, e.g. they used themselves to show different types of lines.  

In English, the children started writing a diary entry as Fred, the main character from our class reader – 

The Explorer. They had to use their senses and a lot of descriptions to show what Fred felt, saw and 

heard when the plane that he was in, crashed.  

On Monday, we went to Tilgate with Saturn class, a trip that was a success for both sides; the children 

loved playing and interactive with each other, which was very nice to see.  

 

        

 

Jupiter: 

 

Jupiter have had a good week this week. In English, we have created our own stories including speech 

marks and creating our own characters. For Maths, we have been focusing on column addition creating our 

own shop and purchasing items from around the classroom. 

 For History, we have learnt about Tenochtitlan and created our own version of the city using different 

colours of plasticine, lego and sand. We have been using our class reward system and working towards a 

fun reward next week for the end of half term. 
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Neptune 

Neptune have been writing a story inspired by The Great Kapok Tree using a new writing app called ‘Clicker 8’.  This has 

enabled the boys to write with  greater independence, which they have enjoyed, and it is lovely to see them starting to use 

more descriptive language in their texts.  We have been working on addition this week with some of the boys learning how 

to use the column method and carrying numbers into the next place value.  They developed their skills in this method 

through playing a version of snakes and ladders and through opening a shop and selling items which the boys had to 

calculate the total cost of using column addition.  In our art lesson, the boys explored the artist Henri Rousseau and his 

painting ‘Surprise’ and then experimented with colour to create different shades of green and brown.  In gymnastics, the 

boys were doing parkour; jumping  to a variety of mats using tumbles and rolls – they made it look easy!  The boys are 

taking part in a West Sussex Music project which involves singing sessions and workshops via zoom.  We had our first 

singing session this week and the boys did me proud.  They took part enthusiastically with the singing and the rhythm 

keeping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

                       

        

 
  

Saturn 

This week we have been reading ‘Where the wild things are’ by Maurice Sendak. The boys have had a great time role 

playing and we created a role play area in our fabulous garden space. We found a mystery bag in the classroom that 

belonged to one of the wild things, it had an assortment of items in it that we had to write a missing note for. 

In maths, we have used our new measuring skills to find out the length of the wild things footprints and we compared them 

to our own. We have also looked at different objects in the classroom and chosen different measuring tools  to measure 

them and recorded our answers. We used trump cards of different endangered animals and plotted them on a height chart, 

along with our own heights. We were all amazed by the height of the Indian elephant and the polar bear, it only just fit 

under the ceiling of our classroom!  

In science we created our own food chains and discussed how animals survive. In RE we learned about Harvest and created 

our own scarecrow which is now standing proud in our garden area.   

It’s been a busy week!  
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This week in outdoor learning we have combined previously learnt techniques of knot tying, lashing and 
connecting two sticks to create some amazing Aztec Gods Eyes as part of the whole school topic. 

The boys learnt that the Aztecs believed the Gods Eye they crafted would put them in touch with the 
spiritual world and that the mirrored disc where the sticks crossed would mean that gods could easily 
travel between the spirit and earth worlds. They then crafted an Aztec Gods Eye by weaving and then 

carefully hammering in a gold tack. 
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Safeguarding update – “Squid Games” 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We have had a large increase in the nummber of children stating that 

they have watched or are currently watching “Squid Games”. This is a 

current TV series on Netflix that is rated 15. However, the majority of 

scenes contain what is described as “extreme violence” and there is 

current debate suggesting that this should be rated 18. This programme 

is therefore not suitable for any children who attend our school. Please 

can you ensure that your child does not have access to this programme 

and that appropriate filters are applied to internet and individual Netflix 

accounts? If you would like any support with e-safety or  how to apply 

appropriate filtering, then please contact the school safeguarding team on 

01444 400228 or by email  on dsl@brantridge-school.co.uk. 

 

 

Many thanks 

 

Robert Chowns – Designated Safeguard Lead
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