
Sensory Play AQA progression 

 Half term 1 Half term 2 

Autumn 
72865 INTRODUCTION TO 

HANDWRITING 
70825 

Spring 
113843 88514 

Summer 
71221 84508 
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 72865 INTRODUCTION TO HANDWRITING 

In successfully completing the unit the learner will have shown evidence of the skills below. 
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Session Skills/ objectives Knowledge Activity Horizontal links 
(Cross curricular) 

Key questions Key 
vocabulary 

Evidence 

1 make five 
purposeful 
attempts to use 
emergent 
writing along 
side a picture, 
photo or symbol 

Of letter 
shapes. 

Squirt a portion of shaving 
foam onto the table/tray.  
Pupil can use finger/paint 
brush/pencil to make 
marks in the foam- copy 
the shapes and symbols 
below.  Explore by 
dropping paint/glitter in.  
“wipe” previous attempts 
away and start again. 

SMSC/ PSHE: 
patience, managing 
emotions, resilience 
and preparing for 
learning, 
concentration and 
achievement 
 
Maths-  
 
English-  
 
Science- gravity, 
forces, static 
 
Geography- 
reading/following 
signs, following 
route/floorplan 
 
BV- rule of law, 
tolerance, individual 
liberty 

What 
shapes/letters did 
you write? Do you 
know of any letters 
that have a similar 
shape? What 
letters did you find 
the hardest to do? 

Handwriting, 
shape 

Photo, Q&A, 
session 
reflection 
sheet 

2 draw a line or 

mark on a piece 

of paper from 

left to right 

Using a ruler. Use a ruler to draw a line 
across an A3 sheet from 
left to right.  With a 
different colour, try to 
draw a straight line 
alongside it without using a 
ruler.  See if they can do 
better second time round. 
Pupil draws a random line 
of their choice across the 
page, in a different colour, 
they are to try and stay on 
the line as much as 
possible. 

Which way does 
vertical/horizontal 
go? How do you 
remember this? 
Which one do you 
find easiest? Why 
so? What is it 
called if you mix 
up horizontal and 
vertical directions? 

Horizontal, 
vertical 

Photo, Q&A, 
session 
reflection 
sheet 

3 draw a line from 

top to bottom of 

the paper 

What 
horizontal and 
vertical mean. 

Use a ruler to draw a line 
across an A3 sheet from 
top to bottom.  With a 
different colour, try to 

Which way does 
vertical/horizontal 
go? How do you 
remember this? 

Horizontal, 
vertical 

Photo, Q&A, 
session 
reflection 
sheet,  
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draw a straight line 
alongside it without using a 
ruler.  See if they can do 
better second time round. 
Pupil draws a random line 
of their choice down the 
page, in a different colour, 
they are to try and stay on 
the line as much as 
possible. 

Which one do you 
find easiest? Why 
so? What is it 
called if you mix 
up horizontal and 
vertical directions? 

4 draw a line in a 

circular motion 

taking the 

pencil off the 

paper when 

asked 

2D and 3D 
equivalents 

Try to draw the most 
circular circle possible.  Try 
it in different sizes, using 
different 
colours/brush/pencil/pen… 
colour these in in a range of 
colours and media. 

What is a 3D circle 
called? Do you 
know any other 3D 
shapes? Was it is 
easier to use a 
paint brush or 
pencil to do? Can 
you tell me why? 

3D, circle Photo, Q&A, 
session 
reflection 
sheet 

5 stay on the 

paper 

Pencil control With a sheet of A4, fold it 
in half three times.  Colour 
in each section a different 
colour.  Open it up and see 
what pattern you have 
made.  

What way did you 
colour the paper 
squares in- side to 
side or up and 
down? Did you go 
over the edge or 
stop just short?  

Neat, pen 
control. 

Photo, Q&A, 
daily diary 
entry 

6 use a tripod 

grip. 

How to use a 
tripod grip. 

Choose a colouring in page 
to do.  Use a range of pens 
or pencils in the tripod grip. 

 How did you find 
this grip? Is it 
different from 
other ways you 
have held a 
pen/pencil? How 
else do you hold 
it? 

Tripod grip Photo, Q&A, 
daily diary 
entry 
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*Dates must be used to record the achievement of each outcome in the columns below 
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Name of Centre Brantridge School Centre No 8 3 0 6 5 

Unit Title 
INTRODUCTION TO HANDWRITING Unit Code 72865 

Signed  (Unit teacher) Date  

 
Verified 

  
(Coordinator) 

 
Date 

 

I, the teacher, confirm that each student has individually completed in full all aspects of the outcomes for this unit and all appropriate evidence is present 

and correct. 

 


