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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

This is the first Bulletin of a new academic year! We hope that your child has had a good first week back 

after the summer holiday. A particular welcome to those families who are new to our school community – 

we look forward to working with you. The children seem to have settled back into school life well despite the 

sweltering heat of the first half of this week! 

As you know the first week of each term is referred to here as our ‘WOW week!’ This is where the new topic 

for the half term is introduced and a wide range of activities take place linked to that topic in order to 

capture the pupils’ interests. This half term our topic is Animals and Rainforests. 

The highlight of the week for many pupils was the visit from ‘Our Amazing Animal World’ on Wednesday 

morning. Our visitors brought in various animals including a snake, a giant millipede, a skinny pig and an 

African land snail. The children seemed to thoroughly enjoy interacting with these animals and learning 

more about them. 

By Monday each class’ timetable and scheme of work for the term will be uploaded onto our website. They 

are accessible at the ‘Curriculum’ drop down and then ‘Class groups’. Please do make time to familiarise 

yourselves with these documents as they will give you a clearer understanding of your child’s learning 

journey. 

Being a new academic year sees new members of staff joining our school. We welcome Tia Porter working as 

a Teaching Assistant and Lucy Shaw as our Art Therapist.  We also have some new members of staff working 

with us via various agencies. 

Next week sees us restarting our off site PE provision. This has always been an important part of the culture 

here at Brantridge and it is great to see this happening again after 18 months or so where this has not been 

possible. This half term specific classes will be doing indoor rock climbing, horse riding, golf, gym and 

swimming. We are very pleased to be able to offer such a wide range of activities and these are often 

highlights of the week for some pupils. Over the summer holidays we purchased an additional vehicle – a 7 

seater SEAT Alhambra which along with our two existing minibuses will provide even greater opportunities 

for our pupils. 

Please do let us know if you have any questions or concerns – we would be very happy to talk. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Friday 10th September 2021 Dates for your diary: 

 Half Term: 25th – 29th October 2021 

 INSET Day: 22nd November 2021 

 Last day of term: 17th December 2021 
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Mercury 

 

Mercury class have had a great start to the new academic year and have shown keenness to learn and 

create new friendships within their new class group. This week we have had a lot of fun learning about 

different rainforest animals. Throughout the week we have been creating our own rainforest animal 

masks, going on a scavenger hunt to find different insects and making animal poo! In English we have 

been going over our phonics, reading and learning about the rainforest as well as playing a fun game – 

find the chameleon! We have also been enjoying the sunshine with bikes and scooters and playing social 

games outside.  

 

 

   

Mars 

Welcome back Mars Class! 

We have loved our WOW start to our new topic Our Animal Kingdom. We have taken part in lots of fun 

activities to get us all enthused including learning about the digestive system and how to spot different 

animal poo! ( a real favourite because we got to eat it afterwards!) We planned stories about 

deforestaion in the Amazon Rainforest, then we wrote playscripts and made props including animal 

masks. On Wednesday and Thursday we filmed our play in the forest area. All the boys were fantastic 

and all played their roles brilliantly, completely immersed in the process and thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves. We have put the finished film onto the shared area for the rest of the school to enjoy. 

On Wednesday we had a visit from a company called Our Amazing Animal World who bought in lots of 

exotic animals, everybody loved holding them and learning about them and some overcame their fears, 

especially with regards to holding the snake! 

We also had a great session with the school therapy dog Kimi who we walked around the school grounds. 

A very positive start to the school year. 

.  
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Pluto 

Wow, Pluto have had a great week.  They have jumped like a Kangaroo into this terms’ topic of Animal 

Kingdom focusing on the Rainforest for the first half term.  This week Pluto have enjoyed leanring about 

the water cycle and making a mixed media model. I was impressed with their use of scientific vocabulary 

e.g. evaporation.  They saw how they measured up to rainforest animals by using metre rulers and 

measuring tapes to mark out their height then an animal’s height.  Pluto had an amazing time stroking all 

the animals that visited us this week. Some of the Pluto boys had a snake placed round their shoulders 

and didn’t even flinch (very brave).  They made Aztec sun dials and then took them outside to tell the 

time using the sun.  We look forward to next week’s adventures. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturn 

We have had a brilliant first week. The boys arrived to a bush tucker trial. Hidden in each box were stars 

the boys had to collect to earn an end of day reward. However, there were also some surprises in each 

box including spiders, frogs, colourful feathers (parakeets), fur (monkeys) which were all clues to uncover 

our topic. This half term we will mostly focus on the rainforest and the safari, moving into the Arctic and 

Antarctic in the second half term.  

Other activities we have done this week have included making animal poop cookies and meeting some 

amazing animals including a hedgehog, snake, chameleon and skinny pig! We created our own favourite 

animal pictograms, made sun dials, learnt about Mayan masks and designed our own for our wow week 

parade. The children also enjoyed learning about their favourite rainforest animal and were filmed 

presenting their animal facts. 

All in all, a really enjoyable and fabulous week! 
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Galaxy: 

In the absence of Mr Elliott this week who is on Paternity Leave, Galaxy has been run by Mr 

Chowns and Mr de Lucia. The focus has been on settling back into school routines and relationship 

building between the pupils and our new agency staff members: Max, Mark, Amy, Lolita, Robyn 

and Patrick. We have also had the opportunity to welcome a new pupil to our group.  

The highlight of the week was our visit from “Our Amazing World” who conducted an animal 

workshop in school. All of the children loved the opportunity to learn about a variety of different 

animals and to hold and stroke them. 

We also look forward to welcoming back Mr Elliott in second part of next week! 

Titan 

Welcome back from Titan class!  

A very positive and good first week back. The children in Titan have returned happy and full of 

willingness to embrace our new topic – Animals and the Rainforest – as well as eager to show good 

behaviour and follow rules.  

So far, we have tackled the new topic through a lot of hands on activities such as creating animal/Aztecs 

masks using different types of resources, we looked at different types of animal poop, as well as learning 

about human digestive system.  

The children loved the animals who came in on Wednesday – Our amazing world – where they got to 

stroke and hold a snake, millipedes, African snails, African hedgehog, a chameleon, a skinny pig. They all 

loved the challenge and although some of them had fears when it came to holding them, they gave it a 

good go and had so much fun!  
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Neptune 

First week of the year and what a brilliant week we have had.  This term is all about animals and we are focussing on 

animals of the rainforest.  Our amazing animal world visited us on Wednesday and the boys got a chance to handle 

snakes, chameleons and other creepy crawlies such as giant millipedes and giant snails.   

We looked at bird beaks and how they are adapted to eat specific foods.  The boys really enjoyed using a pointy beak 

(a straw) and a broad beak (paper cup) to pick up beans.  They discovered the pointy beak was best for picking up 

individual beans and the broad beak worked best for larger items.    

We looked at the development of clocks and telling the time and we found out that the sundial is the oldest form of 

time telling and it was used by the Aztecs. We made a class sundial and used it to track the sun hourly.  The boys 

discovered that the shadow was at its shortest in the middle of the day and at its longest early in the morning and the 

afternoon.      

We performed a play based on an Aztec myth on how the moon was created. The boys have proven to be great actors 

and I look forward to doing much more drama with them throughout the year.   

 

                     

 

 

 

                       

        
Jupiter: 

Jupiter have had a great WOW start on the topic Our Animal Kingdom. We have been learning about the 

digestive system and different types of animal poo. The boys enjoyed this activity - most espically when 

they could eat it afterwards.  

Jupiter made comics/presentations about deforestaion in the Amazon Rainforest. We have made a puppet 

show and story about the rainforest animals/ plants. It was fun but hard work to make the back drop and 

set.  

On Wednesday we had an exciting visit from a company called ‘Our Amazing Animal World’. They brought 

in lots of exotic animals - we loved holding them and learning about them. 

Well done Jupiter on a excellent first week! 
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