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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I was reminded this week that with so many new families 

joining the school that some of you may not be aware of our school ethos. When any organisation has an 

effective ethos or culture it can be sensed when you arrive at that place, but given the recent pandemic and 

the limitations there have been on parents visiting the school, I thought it might be helpful to write to you 

about it. 

For those of you who have studied our school website you will be aware that our school ethos is written in 

reasonable detail there, but in summary it is this – ‘meeting the needs of our particular pupils’. 

I am aware that we may not be unique in that aim, and indeed most schools would aspire to this, but I can 

assure you that this simple wording is right at the heart of all we do at Brantridge. You will all be aware that 

your child has an EHCP which outlines their specific needs – these needs will be, amongst others, academic, 

emotional, behavioural, therapeutic or sensory. 

Our curriculum and our timetable is designed in such a way that we seek to address that breadth of need. So 

we must focus on academic development, we must equip pupils with the ability to be numerate, to read, to 

write, to communicate effectively. However, if that is all we focus upon, we are failing to meet the wider 

needs.  

Your child may well come home and talk about riding a bike at school or using the climbing wall. This 

approach is key to meeting challenges with balance and gross motor skills. Children will spend time in small 

groups playing a board game for example – this supports turn taking and socialisation skills. The list of 

activities goes on – cooking, swimming, gymnastics, work with the therapists all address various needs. 

The small class numbers, decisions regarding duration of lessons and movement breaks, decisions regarding 

school uniform, an emphasis on leaning outside the classroom and visiting venues off site, all find their root 

in our ethos. 

Hopefully, when the restrictions are lifted, you will be able to visit the school again for various events and 

hopefully you will sense this ethos in action. 

Have a good weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Dates for your diary: 

 Last day of term: Wednesday 

21st July 2021 

 INSET Days: 2nd and 3rd 

September 2021 

 First day of Autumn term: 

Monday 6th September 2021 

Friday 18th June, 2021. 
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Mercury 

We have had a fabulous start back to Brantridge life. We have had our usual wow start this 

week where it has been everything Olympics. Our focus this week has been on Ancient Greek 

myths and legends. We have looked at the myth the Trojan horse. We have built our own Trojan 

horse and we completed a play on the myth. We have also completed a mini Olympics this 

week. We have been busy making a Mercury class banner to go with our ceremony.  

 

 

 

 

   

Mars 

What a fantastic fun filled week we have had in Mars class! 

We have spent lots of time looking after the chickens, feeding them and learning to pick them 

up safely which is great now that they able to be let out of their enclosure. 

On Wednesday we went to Amberley Museum for the day which was loads of fun as well as 

being really interesting. While there we got to ride on a train, learn about the history of 

electricity (this was great because we got to press lots of buttons!) We even got to see lots of 

old fashioned telelphones in the telecommunication rooms. We tried out print making, saw 

blacksmiths hard at work and then had a lovely picnic before climbing a huge hill to take in 

the wonderful vista.  

On Thursday we had a company come into school to carry out workshops about the physics of 

sport. We got to try out all of the machinary to test our reflexes, balance, accuracy and speed. 

All of the boys had a great time and worked really well trying to support each other! Well 

done boys. We also got to meet out new therapy dog Kimi. 
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Pluto 

Pluto this week have been studying the story of The Trojan Horse.  They had to sequence 

the story and retell it in their own words.  They imagined they were a soldier inside the 

horse and created speech bubbles about what they would be saying to each other.  

Multiplication has been the focus of this week in maths.  They have played multiplication 

high fives and have studied a short multiplication method.  As part of our topic we learnt 

to locate Japan and Greece on a map and describe the countries location using geographical 

terminology.  We had special activity of Science of Sport come in with equipment used to 

help train athletes. The boys really enjoyed using the equipment to measure their reaction 

speeds, balance and strength. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturn 

The highlight of our week has to be the Karate game we played in maths this week. Every 

one of the boys engaged in the activity and showed how much they have improved their 

attention and listening skills let alone their knowledge of symmetry of 2d shapes. 

In art we have begun making greek vases, which was also a huge hit with all of the children.  

Our visit from the science of sport was also a success. The boys thoroughly enjoyed using 

the equipment and measuring their reactions, flexibility and strength.  

It’s been a busy week (a little bit lively at times) but with lots of high points. 
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Galaxy: 

Galaxy have shown some more superb social skills this week.  It has been really lovely to 

watch both classes playing nicely on the playground at break, making up their own games and 

following the rules nicely.  Fishing was a hot and slow day and the boys showed some good 

resilience and patience throughout the day.  We continue to develop our times tables using a 

range of strategies and this morning’s football maths was exceptional.  Goals were worth 

either 3 (for staff) or 4 (for pupils) points each, excellent links were made and it was great 

fun!  I have been incredibly impressed with the reading that has gone in class this week.  It 

has been beautiful to watch the boys reading to each other, sharing books and making 

sensible choices about what to read.  Well done boys. 

Titan 

Another very busy and full of activities week for Titan class! On Tuesday the children 

looked at Greek mythological creatures in our English lesson – they had to choose a 

mythological creature and describe it using all their prior learning – similes, metaphors, 

personification – as well as being given a timed session – only 15 minutes, to write their 

paragraph.  

In Maths we have started a new area – shapes and angles, where the children recapped 

their knowledge of shapes and angles.  

The PHCE lesson this week has looked at democracy and what democracy is – with the 

children writing a thought bubble on why democracy is important.  

Our trip to Amberley museum was a success on Wednesday – the children experienced a 

train ride, using old fashioned tickets; hands on science activities that covered electricity 

and transport, which they all loved!  We ended the day with a ascent to the highest point 

where the children could see the surroundings for miles, as it was such a clear and warm 

day!  
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Neptune 

This week in Neptune we have been exploring the Greek Myth of Medusa and Perseus.  We listened to two 

different versions and discovered that one story can be told in different ways and details can change.  The 

boys designed their own monster and then created a ‘wanted poster’ using an online tool called Story 

Jumper.  In maths, we have been working on using previous skills (column addition) to add decimal 

numbers.  In history, we created an Ancient Greek timeline and then used the internet to research what 

was going on in the rest of the world at that time.  The boys were surprised to find that in Britain and 

Northern Europe we were just entering the Bronze Age.  They felt we Northerners were a bit behind!  On 

Thursday, we had a sports workshop and the boys explored the physics of sport.  There was lots of 

equipment and activities for the boys to try out.  Some of the boys showed great determination to beat 

personal bests.  Our new therapy dog, Kimi, was introduced to the class.  He is a lovely, gentle, calm dog 

and the boys took to him instantly.  In PSHE we have been learning about what it means to be British and 

we discovered that British people hail from many different cultures and ethnicities and not every British 

person has white skin.  We had some very useful discussions round this. 
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Continuing with the topic of the Olympics, we have been learning about how in the ancient 

Olympics winners would be presented with a laurel wreath headdress to represent triumph.  

We have then been creating our own examples of headdresses using the natural flora and 

fauna in the outdoor learning area. There was also a lot of imaginative play, team work and 

finding of pottery in the digging area. 
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