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Dear Parent/Carer, 

One of the challenges of COVID for our school has been the 

absence of face to face meetings with you as parents. For 

those of you whose children were with us pre-pandemic will 

know that at the end of each term there was an event arranged and parents came to the school and spent 

time discussing their child’s progress with relevant staff. This is something we look forward to re-instating at 

some point. 

However for many of you who are new to the school there are many staff who you have not met. Let me 

take this opportunity to mention to you the names and responsibilities of those staff on the school’s Senior 

Leadership Team (SLT), which you may want to contact if you have any questions or concerns. 

As well as myself as the Principal, the other members of our SLT are Danielle Harry, Rob Chowns, Gio de 

Lucia and Sarah O’Connell. 

Danielle Harry is the school’s Vice Principal. In that role of course she has strategic oversight of the school 

along with myself. She also has specific responsibility for leading the teaching and learning. So this would 

cover areas such as the curriculum, assessment and pupil progress. 

Rob Chowns is our Designated Safeguarding Lead. Liaison with outside agencies such as specialist providers, 

social services, and local authorities falls under his lead. He also oversees transitions for pupils into 

Brantridge and when they leave at the end of Year 6. 

Gio de Lucia heads up the Behaviour Team. This entails training of staff, meeting regularly with pupils to 

celebrate positive behaviours as well as discussing behaviours that need addressing. It will often mean 

discussions with parents in how best the school and home can work together to support a child. 

Sarah O’Connell is our School Office Manager. Sarah heads the administrative aspects of the school. This 

covers any financial issues, protocols and staffing contracts. 

Please do contact these people if you have any questions in relation as to how together we best to support 

your child. 

On a different note we would also like to draw your attention to the fact that currently as a school, we do 

not have any social media accounts. It has been brought to our attention that an account has been set up on 

Instagram for our school on which some content from our website has been posted. We have worked with 

Instagram to get the content removed as it is a breach of copyright and we are trying to get the account 

disabled. If you come across any accounts saying that they are official Brantridge school accounts they are 

fake and we would urge you not to engage with them. Please let us know if you do encounter anything of 

this nature so that we can work with the sites to get them removed. If we decide in the future to create a 

social media account we will let you know.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Dates for your diary: 

 Half Term: Monday 31st May to 

Friday 4th June 2021 

 INSET day: Monday 14th June 

2021 

Friday 7th May, 2021. 
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Mercury 

In Mercury this week we have created our own Haiku (Japanese Poem). We created our own 

Pokémons and then wrote a poem about our Pokémon in the Haiku style. In Maths we have 

been practising our reasoning skills by solving some tricky problems. In Science this week we 

have been studying the skeletons of different animals, we watched how a crab will leave its 

skeleton which was fascinating. For Topic we looked at how Tsunamis occur in Japan, we then 

created our own Tsunami experiment. We have also made our own Olympic mascots out of felt 

and stuffing. For P.E this week we competed in various hurdle races.  

 

 

 

   

Mars 

Another busy week in Mars Class - we have been looking at instructions and time connectives. 

First we looked at different sports that are popular in Japan, we loved learning about Sumo 

wrestling! Then we looked at rules and instructions for different games and sports. We chose 

our favourite then wrote out the instructions, after this we had great fun playing the games to 

test our instructions. 

In maths we continued our investigations into angles - this week learning about angles on a 

straight line and angles around a point. 

We learned about tsunamis and researched why Japan is prone to them, using our knowledge of 

plate tectonics and earth quakes, we created an experiment to investigate how sea defences 

can help to protect people from natural disaster such as this. 
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Pluto 

Konichiwa, 

During this shorter week Pluto have been enjoying learning about measuring lengths in maths and all 

were able to answer how long a piece of string is. We have also been revising punctuation in English with 

a revival of Kung Fu punctuation imminent.  

In ICT/Geography we learned how to use Google to find facts about earthquakes which was exciting and 

really useful. In keeping with our ‘Life In Japan’ topic we have been studying the work of Hokusai and 

have recreated his famous The Great Wave off Kanagawa painting in our Art lesson.    

Outdoor learning has been very popular with Pluto and the class are raving about the newly created 

digging area. We have, of course, been out doing our morning mile every day. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturn 
 

This week Saturn class have been working on Japanese poetry, we have written our own Haiku’s based 

on our favourite pokemon character. In maths some of us have been learning how to tell the time to 5 

minute intervals and others have been learning language of time and days of the week. In PE we learned 

about an Olympic sport and got to practise archery skills. Our wellbeing session this week focussed on 

being brave. Each week, in food technology we will be focussing on a different country’s cuisine. We 

have made ‘British’ shortbread, French Crepe’s and this week we made Spanish Magdalenas. We are 

really enjoying finding out lots about Japanese culture. 
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Galaxy: 

Another hectic but calmer week in Galaxy.  Crazy weather and high winds meant the parachutes came out 

again and we had a smashing time running around with them.  Zooming down the slide to see if they will 

slow us down and launching them as high in the air as possible to see if they will open in time and float 

safely back to earth and chasing them across the field when the wind caught us off guard!  We have spent 

some warm afternoons in the local park, taking turns beautifully, engaging with the public in an extremely 

courteous and polite manner and zipping around on the roundabout.  Meanwhile, discussing the forces at 

work and why the sun felt hot amongst other things.  Gymnastics was once again superb.  We continue to 

tiptoe towards front somersaults and hopefully next week we will have developed our skill set to start 

trying those out.  Well done Galaxy.  Stay focused and keep enjoying your learning.   

 

 

Neptune 

In Neptune class this week, we have continued working on fractions.  The boys have been adding and 

subtracting fractions and learning about improper fractions and mixed numbers.  We have been using lots 

of visuals to help us.  They really enjoyed making fractions paper chains which are now decorating our 

maths board.  In English, we have been learning about the past and present tense and to help them, they 

have played, as a team, on an interactive game.  We have read a short story about a dragon and the boys 

are now working on developing a class story.  Their enthusiasm for this is lovely to see and they have come 

up with some lovely ideas and some great descriptive language. In art, we are continuing to explore 

Hokusai’s Great Wave picture thinking about colour and perspective. While working on our pictures, we 

listened to Debussy’s La Mer, which was inspired by this picture.  We have had some lovely art pieces from 

this.  We are continuing to work on friendship and thinking about falling out and making up.  The boys are 

enjoying our class story ‘Young Samurai’ especially now as it is getting more exciting. 

                                              

Titan 

A very busy week in Titan full of new, as well as revision, learning! Although a short week, it has not felt 

like that! We looked at Japanese stories this week in English, Hatchiko – the faithful dog – where the 

children had to write a summary / retelling of this sad, but inspirational story about a loyal dog.  

In Maths, we looked at decimals, fractions and percentages, as well as solving problems with decimals, 

ordering and calculations using decimals, fractions and percentages.  

In PSHCE / RE this week, we looked at what ‘worth’ means and what it is for us, as well as other people, 

not only in a religious context, but also in day to day life.  

In Art, the children tried to improve on their Manga – Japanese Art – character from last week, with 

some very successful drawings and great effort.  

In History, we looked at Japan and WW2 and the implications that the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki had on the country and people, as well as debating whether it was the right thing to do.  

In Science, we carried on looking at different types of materials and their suitability for different 

purposes.  
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In outdoor learning this week we have continued to save the bees this time making Bee 

Hotels! We have been learning about solitary bees and making class Bee Hotels using the 

secateurs safely, to cut bamboo to the right length to fit into the bottles.  The digging area 

has again been a big hit with boys discovering pieces of pottery and unusual stones. 
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Safeguarding Information – TikTok App 

To Parents/Carers, 

It has come to our attention that a number of our pupils have referenced using the app TikTok since returning from the 

Easter Break. TikTok is a free social media app that lets you watch, create, and share videos -- often to a soundtrack of the 

top hits in music -- right from your phone. With more than 100 million users in the United States alone, TikTok has 

innovative video-editing features, viral dances, and celebrity cameos that make it incredibly popular. And though the app 

has generated controversy, it can be a fun, creative outlet for tweens and teens (and parents!) when used safely and 

responsibly.  

While much of TikTok is harmless fun, there are real concerns about children using the app. As with any social network, 
you have to use privacy settings to limit how much information you and your children are sharing. Because you can post 
videos immediately without first reviewing or editing them, children can upload impulsively. And other issues have dogged 
the app: reports of online predators using the app to target younger users; an FTC suit for violating children's privacy law; 
and serious software glitches -- including one that could have allowed the company to collect user data.  

We highly recommend that you do not allow your child to have access to this app, or only ensure it is accessed when there 

is adult supervision at all times due to the dangers listed above. Please see the link below for further safety information: 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-tiktok 

Many thanks 

Robert Chowns (Designated Safeguard Lead) 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/9-social-media-red-flags-parents-should-know-about
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/the-facts-about-online-predators-every-parent-should-know
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/13/tech/tiktok-wells-fargo/index.html
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-tiktok
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