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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We wanted to let you know about some animals that will hopefully be in school, in the coming weeks! 

When we return after half term we are hoping that the chickens we have ordered will have arrived! As you 

know we aim to create a wide range of learning opportunities for our pupils in an interesting and engaging 

way. We anticipate that many of the pupils will enjoy seeing the chickens and feeding them which will bring 

a whole range of benefits to the children, and it will also hopefully bring to life aspects of the Science 

curriculum. 

Also that week we are hoping to have a therapy dog back in school. Those of you who had children with us 

before the pandemic may remember Bonnie, who was a therapy dog that visited us on a weekly basis. The 

pupils loved interacting with her! The positives of her visits were too numerous to mention, but I do 

remember how pleasing it was to see some pupils who were reticent to read, being happy to read to Bonnie!  

As Bonnie has been unable to return to school, we have been exploring having our own therapy dog. It 

seems that we are making progress. The assessor intends to meet the dog in question on Tuesday, 8th June 

and staff training in working with the dog is booked in for that afternoon. If all goes well, we are hoping that 

the dog may be able to begin working with the children later on that week or possibly the week after. 

Please do let your child’s class teacher know if your child has any allergies in relation to these animals or if 

you are aware that your child is particularly frightened of them. This information will be hugely important 

to us. 

Today we say farewell to Mr Alan Whyte. Mr Whyte has done an excellent job for us covering Mrs Claire 

Mitchison’s maternity leave. Whilst we are delighted to have Mrs Mitchison back it is always sad to say 

goodbye to good members of staff. We wish him well. 

Finally, just to remind people of the message we give at the beginning of each school holiday in recent 
months, should your child display COVID linked symptoms during the first 48 hours of the holiday i.e. up until 
2.00pm on Sunday 30th May, and subsequently test positive please could you let us know immediately so 
that we can contact ‘Track and Trace’. The email address to contact us is  slt@brantridge-school.co.uk If your 
child develops any symptoms after that time and subsequently tests positive you do not need to contact us, 
you would simply contact ‘Track and Trace’ yourselves. 
 

Have a good half term. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Dates for your diary: 

 Half Term: Monday 31st May to 

Friday 4th June 2021 

 INSET day: Monday 14th June 

2021 

Friday 28th May, 2021. 

mailto:slt@brantridge-school.co.uk
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Mercury 

In Mercury this week we have been exploring leaflets and what features they have. We have 

then created our own leaflet on the computer about a mystery fictional theme park. For Maths 

this week we have been shape detectives, discovering about the properties of 3d shapes. In 

Science we have learnt about the three functions of skeletons. For topic this week we have been 

looking at different volcanoes and how they erupt. We then completed our own experiment on 

making a Lego built volcano erupt. We also studied Mountains and drew our own mountain 

landscape labelling the mountain with the key features. This week for cooking we learnt how to 

make a healthy spin on mac and cheese where we used courgettes and cauliflower.   

 

 

 

   

Mars 

This week Mars class have been busy consolidating our learning form the half term- we have been 

playing lots of games, activities and quizzes about angles and quadrilaterals. 

For our English we have looked at two Japanese folk tales which we have used to inform our discussions 

and writing as well as our art. We learned about morals in one story and talked about kindness and 

thought about how we would act in a certain situation. 

In art we created clay dogs in honour of Hachiko the loyal dog who is famous throughout Japan. We 

practised Japanese writing and created bunting to decorate our classroom. 

We also made our own rice cakes which we plan to fry on Friday and eat with chocolate as an end of 

term treat! Happy holidays! 
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Pluto 

Konichiwa, 

This week in maths Pluto have been learning about money through role play. In English have 

been recapping how to use capital letters and full stops in writing. For Topic we learnt 

about volcanoes and had great fun making origami animals and planes which helped us focus 

on following instructions.    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Saturn 

We have had lots of fun reading the ‘Naughty bus’ book in class. We linked the story to learning facts 

about cities in England as the naughty bus is a London bus that goes on some interesting and cheeky 

journeys! The boys have really engaged with this book and we are creating our own naughty bus 

journeys. We have seen some lovely paired work, some boys have chosen a rather messy end to their 

journeys including beans or mac ‘n’ cheese! Look out for our fabulous video stories! 

In maths we have explored capcity and measuring distance. The use of rice was apparently the most 

exciting part!! 

We learned about the Olympic torch and made our own and in science we are looking at shadows. 

This week we attempted making our own sushi!  
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Titan 

 

We have had a pretty positive week in Titan and the fact that the weather has improved by the day this 

week, even better!  

We have looked at different problem solving skills this week in Maths and each day we have focused on 

one particular area, for e.g. area and perimeter, time, etc. the children have tried their best with their 

reasoning skills and problem solving skills.  

In English we have focused on grammar mainly, although one lesson focused on writing an explanation 

on which Japanese sport they children would choose if they had the opportunity to take one up.  

In PSHCE and Geography, we looked at how we can save the planet - water this time – and we can do to 

save water, as well as fair trade.  

In PE the children had the chance to play badminton and they did very well considering that they had 

hardly done this sport before.  
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Neptune 

This week in Neptune, we have used our fractions knowledge to help us with decimals.  We have explored 

the link between the two and boys have picked this up very quickly and instantly made the link to money.  

They really enjoyed making a big decimal number line on the classroom floor and found they had to use 

their prior knowledge about measurements and dividing by 10 to do it accurately.   

In English, we became Japanese tourists travelling on a bullet train and exploring some lovely tourist 

attractions such as Japanese gardens, and Mount Fuji.  The boys then wrote a diary entry about this 

experience.   

For lunch on Wednesday, the boys had the opportunity to enjoy some sushi, thanks to Adrian our chef.  We 

have continued our work on friendship and the boys put their drama skills to good use acting out scenarios 

depicting ‘accident or on purpose’ situations.  This generated some good discussions and ideas on how to 

manage such situations.  In art, we looked at the history of origami and the boys were intrigued to find out 

that paper was once an expensive commodity and therefore origami was just for the very wealthy.  We 

made some lovely butterflies and cats. 

 

                                                         

Galaxy: 

Another incredibly busy week in Galaxy once again.  We have made some more superb progress in our 

folder time work, moving on to our phase 3 phonics and stampeding through our times tables, developing a 

range of strategies in order to be able to work independently.  In science, we have been exploring forces 

and the effect they have on different objects as well as what different surfaces affect the movement of 

things rolling across them.  We discussed Newton’s first law during our experiments and the boys have 

shown some excellent understanding of this theory. 

In art, we used a range of things to make prints.  We used tiny rubber octopi, scrunched up paper, sponges 

and some special rollers to create patterns and marks with a range of colours.  We continue to enjoy our 

local footpaths, saying hello to the baby sheep and cows on our way, while discussing the weather, seasons 

and yearly climate. 

Finally, we celebrated the certificates that have been achieved this term with our termly cake and bubbles 

celebration.  The boys have completed units such as  E-safety, social skills, local parks, the human senses 

and a number of history units.  Well done Galaxy, keep focused and keep working hard. 
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