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 Dear Parents/Carers, 

During the past few weeks our staff have been busy planning for the next term. Each half term every class focusses 

on a whole school topic, which usually lends itself to  whole school activities and displays. Each class of course 

accesses that topic from a different perspective and specific learning goals, depending on the ages of the boys in that 

class, but it does mean that we have a united approach to our learning. 

 

One of the things we have been working on over the past year or so, has been to ensure that each new topic begins 

with a really engaging start. We are calling them ‘Wow’ starts. Some of our ‘Wow’ starts have had to be adapted 

recently due to COVID restrictions, but one that was particularly popular was earlier in the year when we placed a 

“spaceship” in the grounds as part of our ‘Space’ topic. This led to real interest and engagement in the learning from 

the pupils. 

 

Hopefully your child will have told you about the ‘Stones’ and ‘Willow’ activities that have gone on this half term as 

part of the ‘Local Area’ topic. Next term the theme is ‘Japan’ and a whole host of activities have been planned 

including creating a class dragon, creating a salt art carp and tasting Japanese food. No doubt you will hear more 

about this after the Easter break. 

Next week we will be sharing your child’s individual targets for next term. These are taken from your child’s EHCP 

and broken down into smaller steps. If over the coming weeks and months you see evidence at home of your child 

achieving those targets please do let your child’s teacher know. The reason I mention is that one of the great 

challenges for pupils with any target is the ability to use the skills they are learning, whatever it is, across various 

contexts.  

We have been informed by West Sussex of various activities taking place over the Easter holidays. Please have a look 

at this link to see if it would be of any interest to you and your family: https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/news/spring-

into-action-with-exciting-activities-for-kids-at-west-sussex-libraries-this-easter/ 

With next Friday being ‘Good Friday’ we will be finishing on Thursday at our normal time of 2.30pm. 

Have a good weekend, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

 

Friday, 26th March, 

2021 

Dates for your diary: 

 Easter Holidays : Friday 2nd April to Friday 

16th April 2021  

 Bank Holiday: Monday 3rd May 2021 

 Half Term: Monday 31st May to Friday 4th 

June 2021 

 INSET day: Monday 14th June 2021 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/news/spring-into-action-with-exciting-activities-for-kids-at-west-sussex-libraries-this-easter/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/news/spring-into-action-with-exciting-activities-for-kids-at-west-sussex-libraries-this-easter/
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Mars 

This week Mars class have been planning and writing newspaper reports about the story of 

the Highway Man, we planned them and then typed them on the computer, practicing our IT 

skills to insert pictures, add headers and footers, insert text boxes and alter font size and 

colour. 

In maths this week we have continued our investigations into decimals, this week we used 

money problems to add and subtract and rounded to the nearest whole number, tenth and 

hundredth. 

We have also started our gardening, we planted vegetable seeds in the polytunnel- carrots, 

lettuce and peas as well as continuing to water the willow in our dome village. 

In food tech this week we made apple pies and in art we created collages of snow leopards 

to go on the whole school mural. For PE we went out on the bikes and scooters and raced 

around the playground, challenging ourselves to beat our best times. 

    

 

Mercury 

This week we have been looking at how to include speech into our writing. We watched a 

silent movie on the little shoe maker and then added in the dialogue we thought the 

characters were having. In Maths we have been exploring multiplication and playing some 

multiplication games to boost our knowledge in the 2,3,4,5 times tables. In Science this 

week we created some different games which uses a magnet as a force such as a magnet 

maze and a car racing game using only magnets. In cooking this week the class made some 

burgers and learned that beef is a source of protein. In topic this week we explored the 

local area and went on a hunt for Staplefield Grange using a map. We also looked at some 

key events which had happened in Sussex and placed them onto a timeline.  
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Galaxy: 

Goodness, is it Friday already?  What a week.  We have been wildlife hunting down by the 

lake, sneaking up on the ducks, grey heron and fishes down there.  Trying to get as close as 

possible and throw some feed for them.  The boys have found looking up at the enormous 

buzzard’s nest amazing- it is truly an awesome sight to behold.  The quality of cooked or 

baked goods that are being produced continues to rise as the boys are taking more and more 

responsibility in the kitchen, not just the cooking aspects but also the cleaning, drying and 

putting away.  However, the highlight for me has been the emotional intelligence and 

resilience shown by so many of the boys, and how well they have played together and shared 

things within their planned activities.   

 

Saturn 

 

Some of us have been working on fractions, we had great fun finding ½, 1/3 and ¼ of 

amounts using smarties and biscuits. For the others we have used numberblocks to support 

us learning number. In English we have continued working on colourful semantics to help us 

structure sentences. The year 3 children in our group explored how muscles work and made 

model arms using balloons to demonstrate how muscles contract. For the year 1 children we 

looked at how we have changed over time. We noticed that our hair had changed colour and 

some of us didn’t have any hair when we were born. We noticed not having teeth as babies 

but we could still tell who the babies were by the eyes and smile. 

 

Pluto 

This week Pluto have been enjoyiong the outdoors on our daily nature walks around the site 

we have been spotting birds and practicing our climbing on the trim trail. In English we have 

been working on creation and expalantion of the all new bedroom-cleaning robot. In Maths 

we have been using 3D resources to learn about multiplication. We enjoyed a Kahoot quiz 

about food in science and as part of our learning about nutrition we hung our bird-feeders 

outside the classroom for our feathered neighbours.  

We have been learning about safe use of internet communities which will help us to keep 

safer online. Behaviour has been good with lots of examples of being kind, respectful and 

trying hard to be our best.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reagan’s glittery bird feeder outside Pluto classroom.  
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Titan 

 

Another busy week in Titan, with the pupils working on statistics and data in maths, covering 

the mean as average as well; another area that we tackled this week was multistep word 

problems, an area that has proven tricky and challenging previously.  

In English we focused on writing this week; the pupils have had to produce two pieces of 

writing, both using picture prompts and both have concentrated on describing and how a good 

and effective use of adjectives and punctuation can improve a piece of writing so much – they 

had to ensure that their writing grabbed the readers and made them carry on reading!  

In Science we looked at changes in old life and the pupils looked at stereotypical statements 

about old age and say whether they were true or false, as well as completing a reading 

comprehension on changes in old age.  

In PHCSE we looked at body image and how inaccurate social media and online can be when 

presenting boy images. The pupils had to come up with three positive things about 

themselves, then swapped the book with someone else in class to write positive comments 

about them.  

The pupils have used the outdoor learning area this week, as per request, and they had a lot 

of fun climbing trees and exploring the nature.  

 

  

Neptune 

        This week Neptune class has been focusing on our shapes. We have been shape hunting and sorting 

out different types of triangles as well as working on our angles. For English we have been designing our 

own robots and describing how we would design them to benefit us in the future. Neptune class have also 

been debating about HS2, as to whether it is beneficial to our environment or not and have covered how to 

peacefully protest. We have been going for many walks and even experimented with different types of 

foods to feed the ducks. The class have also enjoyed making cornflake flake cakes with a lot of chocolate!  
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Parent/Carer Support Helpline 

 

To all Parents/Carers, 

 

We are pleased to announce that, in conjunction with YourSpace Therapies, we have 

arranged a helpline for any of our Parents/Carers to call if in need of additional support 

during the current challenging times we are all facing. The parent helpline has been a huge 

success and is highly rated by parents and schools who already use it. The helpline is staffed 

by experienced specialist child and adolescent counsellors and psychotherapists. Parents 

can use the helpline for specific concerns and to get strategies, advice and specialist 

consultations, they can also use the helpline as a signposting service, to self-regulate and as 

a supportive listening ear. 

 

Brantridge School has been given an allocated slot by YourSpace to their helpline which is 

on Wednesdays between 13:30 and 14:30pm. This began on Wednesday 24th February and 

will run for five consecutive weeks. Parents/carers can call as often as they would like in 

these allotted times. The helpline is a confidential service, and we hope that you find it a 

strong additional source of support over the next coming weeks.  

 

The number to call is 01903 209991, and you will have the opportunity to speak to our 

assigned School Counsellor Clare Bell.  

 

If you have any questions about access to the helpline, please contact the School Office and 

ask for Mr Robert Chowns. 
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