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Dates for your diary: 

 Thursday 4th March – World Book Day. 

 Monday 15th March 2021- INSET day 

 Friday 2nd April 2021 to Friday 16th April 

2021 – Easter Holidays 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I trust you are well and had a good half term break. 

The topic for this half term is the ‘Local Area’. This week each class have been painting stones and 

placing them in the locality around Staplefield village. They have then given written clues, as well as 

drawing maps and giving directions so that pupils from other classes could find them. It has been a 

hugely popular activity, and one which develops multiple skills. 

The other development which is worth noting has been the creation of willow shelters. Just near the 

playground each class is in the process of building a structure out of willow. Again this has been a big 

hit! The idea being that these ‘buildings’ will provide shelter when it is drizzling or shade when sun is 

out on a hot day. Once this has been completed the pupils will then get to decide what this particular 

area of the school should be called. The amount of learning that has come out of this project has 

been significant and will continue to do so. 

These type of approaches are at the heart of what we are trying to develop here at Brantridge. 

Pupils really enjoying learning, through practical experiences, enabling them to meet their various 

EHCP outcomes. We are committed to meeting the wide range of needs of our young people. 

You will have had a letter noting that Thursday, 4th March is ‘World Book Day’. Our theme this year is 

‘The Highway Rat’ by Julia Donaldson, however we would not want us choosing a theme to be an 

additional anxiety to your child or to you as a family. So please encourage your child to come to school 

ideally dressed as a character from that book, but failing that, as a character from any book! As 

noted in the parentmail communication, below is a link of David Tennant reading ‘The Highway Rat’ so 

you have an idea of the various charcters in the story. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aJopVMKpBw 

 

Have a good weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts. 

Friday, 26th February, 

2021 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aJopVMKpBw
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Mercury 

We have had a great start to our new topic “our local area”. This week we have been exploring the 

local area by creating a map and directions to stones we left. We then sent the maps to other 

classes to see if they can spot our stones. We also used our navigational skills to find where they 

had placed their stones. In English this week we have written a pattern poem about a naughty 

goose. In Maths this week we have been looking at fractions and finding different equavelnt 

fractions.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

Saturn 

A great start to the first week back, we’ve been reading the Highway Rat by Julia 

Donaldson and have been looking at rhyme. First we hunted the classroom for rhyming 

words which we then matched together, then we had a go at using rhyme ourselves to 

create a riddle. The riddle we created was for the other classes at Brantridge to use as a 

clue to find our decorated pebbles somewhere in Staplefield. See if you can solve our 

riddle: 

Look at the time, 

Stand in a line! 

For this kind of transport,  

You don’t need a passport. 

If your cars out of power, 

Don’t get caught in a shower 

Don’t make a fuss! 

Just get on the ___________ 

I am so proud of the little legs in Saturn that managed to complete the pebble treasure 

hunt this week! Most of us managed 11,750 (adult) steps which equated to 4.8miles! The 

cookies and hot chocolate pitstop was good fuel to power us on!  Well done Saturn class! 

Pluto 

This week on-site Pluto have enjoyed a great start to the new half term. We have been 

involved in a school wide treasure hunt for the pebbles that we decorated in Art on 

Monday. In Geography we created sketch maps from aerial photos to guide other classes to 

the painted pebbles that we had concealed in Staplefield. We had a great time exploring 

the local; area on our pebble hunt and discovered some interesting local landmarks. We 

have added willow building to our skill set as we are now the proud builders and owners of a 

willow hut. What a great start to the new term!  

 

 

Pluto’s selection of painted pebbles 
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Mars 

What a Wow start to the new term and new topic- Our Local Area! 

We have been doing all sorts of fun activities including building our willow dome village! We 

have been so excited about this, first we designed the layout then we built our dome, we 

had to use our maths skills, team work and design technology to overcome the challenges 

and build a sturdy structure, we had so much fun that we then went on to build the tunnel 

which will be the entrance to the village. Next we are going to vote on the name- we have 

had lots of great ideas it’s going to be very hard!, Another activity, we looked at landmarks 

in the local area while out on our walk, we drew maps to help us remember where there 

are. Back at school we painted local Sussex flint stones that we had collected we chose to 

paint beautiful kingfishers to go next to the pond at Nymans. Next job was to go and hide 

our stones.  

On Thursday we set out armed with maps from all of the classes on a hunt to find all of 

their stones, we had so much fun and practiced our map reading skills. 

In English this week we have started to learn about the Highwayman poem by Alfred 

Noyes. We have researched some famous highwaymen and learned about what they did and 

why. This was informed by the local legend that Haywards Heath got its name after a 

highwayman called Jack Hayward was finally caught on the heath! 
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Galaxy: 

With the first glorious hints of spring poking timidly through the clouds, Galaxy enjoyed lots 

of lovely time outside, mesmerised by the local Red Kite wheeling majestically in the 

thermals overhead.  Meanwhile, we engaged in positively and receptively in the social 

targets of the planned activitiy and the boys even developed a scoring system that 

demanded constant use of their mathematical skills.  We went hunting for more signs of 

spring, where the snowdrops, crocus’ and dafodils are making their annual return to our 

beautiful woodland.  Mr Elliott was unceremoniously destroyed by RJ in his favourite card 

game while AP created a cast for his arm out of paper mache.  A fun week.  Thank you 

Galaxy. 

 

Neptune 

So it has been a ‘WOW’ start Neptune class and they have really enjoyed and been really 

enthusiastic to join in with all the various activities to engage in this half terms topic of Local 

Area.  We have been painting and hiding stones in the local area, Route planning, looking at old 

photos of Brantridge and then searching for evidence of the old structures, and constructing 

our willow living hut which will form part of the Brantridge Willow Villiage 
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Titan 

 

A truly WOW start to the half term in Titan! The children have embraced the new topic and 

activities for the first week positively and very engaged in all of them! They have enjoyed 

painting the stones for the stone hunt, as well as taking part in the living willow building 

activity that we did yesterday afternoon for our school’s living willow village display.  

We went out yesterday morning to find all the painted stones that the other classes have 

placed / hidden around the village, for which we had to either follow map instructions, or 

solve riddles to find their locations. It had a fabulous outcome as all Titaniers loved looking 

for the stones.  

We had discussions about what shape our willow structure to be and the children decided 

unanimously that a dome would be best, and that is exactly what we did!  
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Parent/Carer Support Helpline 

 

To all Parents/Carers, 

 

We are pleased to announce that, in conjunction with YourSpace Therapies, we have 

arranged a helpline for any of our Parents/Carers to call if in need of additional support 

during the current challenging times we are all facing. The parent helpline has been a huge 

success and is highly rated by parents and schools who already use it. The helpline is staffed 

by experienced specialist child and adolescent counsellors and psychotherapists. Parents 

can use the helpline for specific concerns and to get strategies, advice and specialist 

consultations, they can also use the helpline as a signposting service, to self-regulate and as 

a supportive listening ear. 

 

Brantridge School has been given an allocated slot by YourSpace to their helpline which is 

on Wednesdays between 13:30 and 14:30pm. This will begin on Wednesday 24th February 

and will run for five consecutive weeks. Parents/carers can call as often as they would like 

in these allotted times. The helpline is a confidential service, and we hope that you find it a 

strong additional source of support over the next coming weeks.  

 

The number to call is 01903 209991, and you will have the opportunity to speak to our 

assigned School Counsellor Clare Bell.  

 

If you have any questions about access to the helpline, please contact the School Office and 

ask for Mr Robert Chowns. 
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