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Dates for your diary: 

 Monday 15th February 2021 to 19th 

February 2021 - Half Term 

 Monday 15th March 2021- INSET day 

 Friday 2nd April 2021 to Friday 16th April 

2021 – Easter Holidays 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

With today being the last day of this half term, it seems an opportune time to look back and reflect 

on yet another highly unusual 6 weeks.  As we have communicated many times, school is very different 

at the moment to pre pandemic times and yet the pupils have adapted very well. Despite working 

exclusively in their bubbles, pupils have continued with their learning and seem happy to be here. 

Since the last bulletin, staff in special schools in West Sussex, including Brantridge have been able to 

access the immunisation vaccine at various sites across the county. This has been a significant 

development and were really pleased that decision was taken. As we all know, all the normal COVID 

restrictions will need to stay in place but having access to that vaccine is key in our attempts to keep 

everyone safe at the school. 

All schools have been asked to repeat the arrangements for reporting any infections during this 

forthcoming half term break that were in place during the Christmas break. So 

- if a student develops symptoms of Covid-19 within 48 hours of being in school i.e. Saturday 13th or 

Sunday 14th February (up until 3pm) and subsequently tests positive, please contact us on 

slt@brantridge-school.co.uk  

 

- where a student tests positive for Covid-19 having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since 

being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents/Carers should instead follow contact 

tracing instruction provided by NHS Test & Trace.  

 

This week you will have had communication from the school regarding the termly targets emanating 

from your child’s EHCP. We are keen to work with you and your child on these targets – please do get 

back to us if you have any specific questions on these. 

For those of you entitled to free school meals, you will have had an email in relation to this from the 

school this week. Again, do come back to us if you have any questions on these, or if you feel that you 

are eligible, but have not received this email. 

Finally can I thank you once again for your support. My colleagues on the Senior Leadership Team and 

myself have had to call some of you very early some mornings asking you to keep your child at home 

due to staffing issues this half term. We are hugely grateful for your understanding and flexibility. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts. 

 

Friday, 12th February, 

2021 
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Mercury 

This week we have been strengthening our phonics by playing a variety of phonics games. For Maths 

we have been looking at fractions and created fractions out of oreo cookies. For cooking this week 

we baked some bird seed cupcakes. For Art we have created some 3d animals from the rainforest 

for our big display. Mercury class have also enjoyed the snow in our garden where we built two 

snowmen.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

Saturn 
 

This week we have been reading the Three Little Pigs. The boys watched a video on the 

story from the Wolf’s point of view then wrote a formal letter in their own words. In 

science we looked at structures of buildings and would they stand up to the wolf blowing 

their house down. (We used a hairdryer!) In maths, we used coins to help us with our 

continued great work in multiplication. We finished our week discussing online safety and 

made some posters to highlight what we had learnt. 

Well done Saturn. Have a great week off! 

Pluto 

This week on-site Pluto have enjoyed playing in the snow and some of us have done the 

morning mile around the perimeter of the school grounds. We have continued to learn about 

angles in Maths and hunted down various types of angles in a treasure hunt on Tuesday. In 

English we have been practising our skills of recount in some superb diary entries. We 

marked Internet Safety Day with a very thoughtful discussion about being safe as well as 

recognising targeted online adverts and scams.  

We are very proud of the pebble pyramid collages (pictured below) that we made in art this 

week and look forward to displaying them soon. We have started reading The Iron Woman, 

the sequel to the Iron Man, which was a big hit in Pluto! 

 

 

 

 

One of our pebble pyramid collages.  
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Mars 

We have had a busy end to the half term in Mars class and have been working very hard! 

In English this week we have been writing newspaper reports, first we watched a film 

about a scientist and a robot who invent a generator that creates power, fuelled by 

rubbish, we loved this idea so much that we imagined how we would report this to the 

world. We used puns, alliteration and rhyme to think of headlines, then we wrote in 

paragraphs, including witness statements (direct speech) and researched real-life facts 

about energy consumption.  

In Maths, we have continued our investigation into fractions, this week we have been 

finding the lowest common denominator to order fractions from smallest to largest. 

In art this week, we learned about Damien Hirst, after this we created wonderful spin 

art using a salad spinner. We really were scientists, we tested different mixtures of 

paint, different speeds, different papers and cards until we were happy with the results. 
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Galaxy: 

WOW what an exciting week! So much snow and so much fun.  We had such a lot of fun 

in the woods and out on the lawns, trying to identify and follow different animal tracks in 

the snow.  We discussed why they were going where they were and what type of home 

they led to.  We cooked delicious cheese burgers, using our knowledge, skills and 

understanding to safely cut and create a mouth watering treat that the boys then had 

for their lunch.  We had several episodes of social play this week where the boys target 

was to engage for 10 minutes with the choices or games that a peer had made, 

teaching them the importance of sharing and engaging in the interests of others.  Stay 

warm and have a lovely half term. 

 

Neptune 

Neptune class have been enjoying the colder weather by playing in the snow, building 

snowmen, snow painting and hot chocolate in the outdoor learning area.  In class we have been 

trying to get up our Sumdog scores, reading our books and starting on our 6 times table. It 

was a sad day on Friday when we said goodbye to Ertug who has been working with us in 

Neptune class since November, we wish him lots of luck in his new school placement. 
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Titan 

A white and cold week in Titan! The children have enjoyed the snow this week; although all of 

them complained about being cold, that  did not stop them from going outside to play with 

snow, or play any sort of games that they could think of! 

However, in the classroom, we carried on with our normal lessons; the children have been 

catching up on any tasks that we had not managed to complete prior to this week, as well as 

revising key skills that we have covered this half term like: maths problems, reading 

comprehension skills, SPAG.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed the science/art experiment on Wednesday afternoon where 

we looked at colours and light, primary, secondary and tertiary colours and what they mean, 

as well as how you make them. We used light to see the impact that light has on colours and 

we talked about colours in real life. Did you know that in computing RGB stands for 

Red/Green/ Blue and that any screen is made only of these three colours, hence the short 

title RGB? 
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Parent/Carer Support Helpline 

 

To all Parents/Carers, 

 

We are pleased to announce that, in conjunction with YourSpace Therapies, we have 

arranged a helpline for any of our Parents/Carers to call if in need of additional support 

during the current challenging times we are all facing. The parent helpline has been a huge 

success and is highly rated by parents and schools who already use it. The helpline is staffed 

by experienced specialist child and adolescent counsellors and psychotherapists. Parents 

can use the helpline for specific concerns and to get strategies, advice and specialist 

consultations, they can also use the helpline as a signposting service, to self-regulate and as 

a supportive listening ear. 

 

Brantridge School has been given an allocated slot by YourSpace to their helpline which is 

on Wednesdays between 13:30 and 14:30pm. This will begin on Wednesday 24th February 

and will run for five consecutive weeks. Parents/carers can call as often as they would like 

in these allotted times. The helpline is a confidential service, and we hope that you find it a 

strong additional source of support over the next coming weeks.  

 

The number to call is 01903 209991, and you will have the opportunity to speak to our 

assigned School Counsellor Clare Bell.  

 

If you have any questions about access to the helpline, please contact the School Office and 

ask for Mr Robert Chowns. 
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