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Dear Parents, 

Today brings us to the end of a very unusual term! Christmas 

celebrations have certainly been less numerous this week as compared 

to the end of previous Autumn terms. However it was good for pupils 

and staff to participate in the Christmas lunch on Wednesday as well as 

wearing their Christmas jumpers. A beautiful, traditional Christmas 

lunch was prepared by our chef Adrian Clover and his team and 

everyone seemed to enjoy the food, crackers and hats. 

You will have seen in last week’s bulletin the expectation from the Department of Education for parents and staff to 

inform their schools if children or staff test positive, having initially displayed any symptoms within 48 hours of the 

end of term. Should this be the case, please use the following email address: slt@brantridge-school.co.uk (An 

incorrect email address was noted in last weeks’ bulletin, please use the one noted here.)  For symptoms appearing 

after 48 hours of the end of term, there is no need to contact the school. For those who missed that bulletin 

containing the full detail, it is on the school website – please do familiarise yourself with it. 

We are planning to re-open on Monday 4th January, however none of us know exactly how the virus will spread over 

the next two weeks and the impact that may have on staffing within the school. Can I reiterate a message that we 

have previously given, namely the importance that as parents you have a plan in place should there be issues with 

re-opening on the 4th January, or indeed anytime in the coming months. 

We are hugely grateful to you as parents for the support you have shown us as a school over the difficult months of 

this year as we have sought to work together to protect our school community. Thank you. 

Finally, those of you who live fairly locally to the school may be interest in attending an outdoor nativity service on 

Staplefield common on Christmas Eve at 3pm which will be run by the local Anglican church. The reason I mention 

this is because the children from various local schools have been creating ‘props’ for the event. Our children were 

asked to make items relating to the ‘Wise Men’ and they have made some excellent models which will be on display 

as part of the service. 

 

Have a good Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all in the new year. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Dafydd Roberts. 

Friday, 18th   

December, 2020 Upcoming dates for your diary: 

 

 Friday 18th December 

2020- Last day of 

Autumn term 

 Monday 4th January 

2021- First day of Spring 

term 

 Monday 25th January 

2021- INSET day 
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Mercury 

We have had a jam packed week to end the Christmas term. Together as a class we 

created our kindness Christmas tree where we caught people being kind and wrote down 

what they did onto our tree. The boys have also enjoyed our maths mystery where we 

found out who stole Rudolph’s sleigh! For cooking we baked some festive biscuits. Mercury 

class really enjoyed our class Christmas dinner where we told jokes to each other from 

the Christmas crackers. To finish off the week we created a model festive village made 

out of clay which included lots of reindeers and the Grinch.   

 

 

 

 

 

   

Saturn 

 

In English this week we have continued our fantastic work using colourful semantics, the children 

described Santa. In our mental wellbeing session the children played social games and some spent 

time making puzzles. In food tech the children made Chirstmas pudding krispies cakes. Our 

Christmas lunch was really lovely. The boys enjoyed telling their Christmas cracker jokes and the 

pudding was quite a success too. 

 

Pluto 

This week Pluto have enjoyed revisiting some old topics in English, Topic and Maths. We 

have been doing through a range of written, and quiz based activities on www.kahoot.com . 

We practised our measuring by making a 5 metere long paper chain which must be a 

Brantridge record! We completed the life size model fireplace using wax resistance 

techniques (pictured) and will be finishing the cardboard Christams tree later today. 

It has been great to be outdoors for cycling/scooting and Outdoor Learning this week, we 

have learnt how to collect water in the wild and built a Pluto Class base camp. On Friday, we 

will finish the week with some baking and a Christmas film.    

 

 

 

 

http://www.kahoot.com/
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Mars 

A very busy end to the term in Mars Class! We have been learning about perimeters in 

maths and measured wrapping paper to work out how much we needed for presents. 

In English, we watched the Man in the Moon and created lovely pictures which we used 

the next day to create wonderful cards for loved ones who we do not get to see as often 

as we would like.We talked about loneliness and love and had great discussions about our 

feelings and what is important to us. 

As well as this, we added the clay animals to our biome dioramas, added crowns to our 

kings ready for their exhibition in the village, created Christmas decorations, played lots 

of games and quizzes!  

We also finished creating our end of term performance of Space Oddity which hopefully 

we can share very soon…  

Titan  

 

It has been another busy week in Titan class; although we have not had any formal lessons, 

the children enjoyed completing an escape room activity using clues that they have had to 

solve through maths challenges. They have enjoyed it very much! In English, we have 

completed a few pieces of reading comprehension that had as a focus Christmas, e.g. 

Christmas around the world and different traditions that people have. 

In Geography we have finished the topic with looking at how we can conserve resources, e.g. 

water, electricity and the children filled in a table to see how much water they can save 

every year, only by doing small changes to their day to day life.  

We have also finished our kings in Art, which will be part of the community display at the 

local church.  

The children enjoyed the Christmas dinner on Wednesday and although we had it in class, we 

tried to make it as festive as possible for all of us with music and a few decorations.  
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Galaxy: 

A fun and festive week in Galaxy this week.  Although some time was spent completing our 

assessments, we have painted lovely Christmas trees using a variety of methods, decorated 

the class area with paper chains and created and written Christmas cards.   

 

We enjoyed a fabulous and delicious Christmas lunch altogether.  All boys sat round the 

table and showed good resilience, patience and table manners for a prolonged period of time.  

It was wonderful to be part of and I wish the boys a very merry Christmas and a happy new 

year. 

 

Neptune 

In Neptune class this week, we have been thinking about Christmas and the story behind it.  

We looked at the nativity story and then created a drama around it. Some of the boys used 

Garage Band on the iPad to create some atmospheric music to go with the drama.  The boys 

then re-wrote the story in their own words in the style of a comic strip which was then made 

up into a book.  These books will go in pride of place on our English wall in the classroom.They 

really focussed well on this.   

In maths, we worked on dividing by 10 and 100 we are now experts at dividing and multiplying 

by 10 and 100!! This will help us when multiplying two digit numbers next term.  

We have had fun playing a variety of Christmas related quizes and the boys worked well as a 

team so they could maximise their points.    

Chirstmas dinner was a real treat, the boys were able to enjoy their meal as a group in the 

classroom. We watched a movie and played games afterwards – wink murder proved to be a 

very popular choice.  Some of the boys have displayed great dramatic talent when pretending 

to die!! 
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Awards of the week 
Saturn Mercury 

Being Kind award Freddy,  Being Kind award Aymen 

Being respectful award Freddy, Toby, Aaron, 

Freddie 

Being respectful award Morgan 

Being your best award Freddy, Aaron,  Being your best award Charlie, Morgan, 

Pluto Mars 

Being Kind award Zak Being Kind award Alfie 

Being respectful award - Being respectful award Alfie 

Being your best award Harry Being your best award Harry 

Neptune Titan 

Being Kind award Theo Being Kind award - 

Being respectful award Ronnie Being respectful award - 

Being your best award Jacob, Ronnie, Ewan, Tyler Being your best award - 

Galaxy   

Being Kind award Ryan   

Being respectful award Riley   

Being your best award Theo, Aaron, Floyd   
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Outdoor Learning 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we have been have been learning about the ancient Japanese art 

technique of Hapa Zome. We used a rubber mallet to ‘bash’ fern leaves to form an 

imprint on a piece of cloth to look like a Christmas tree which we then embellished 

to create a Christmas card.      
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