BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN
Friday, 23rd October
2020.
Dear Parent/Carer,
With today being the last day before the half term holiday it seems an
opportune time to look back and reflect on the first seven weeks of this
academic year. One of our goals this year has been to try and increase
the opportunities for children to learn through activities. Our rationale
here is that for the majority of our pupils a traditional learning approach
does not suit their learning styles, which is partly why so many of our
pupils struggled in mainstream settings. We believe that schools like ours,
should not be simply trying to replicate a mainstream setting, on a
smaller scale. Rather we need to try to use more creative, more active
learning approaches. The content of what we want our pupils to learn is
the same as their peers in mainstream, but the way that we facilitate
the pupils to access their learning is the difference.
It has been hugely encouraging this first half term to see children
learning through games, through IT, through making, through cooking,
therapeutic sessions, arts and crafts and learning outside the classroom.
As a result of this approach, the children have on the whole seemed
engaged and positive. You may remember that it started amid great
excitement when a ‘Spaceship’ was found on the school grounds, and
we have continued to learn about the topic of ‘Space’ in inventive
ways.
This in no way ‘dumbs down’ the learning, on the contrary it makes it
more accessible for our pupils.
Thank you to those of you who participated in the Parent/Carer/Staff
consultations meetings this week. As I mentioned previously, because of
these meetings staff will not be contacting you today as they normally
do for an end of week update.
On Wednesday afternoon your child should hopefully have brought
home a letter asking for your feedback regarding our methods of
communication. We want to try to get this right. Please do complete it
and return it to the school office.
Finally, we have noticed that some pupils have come to school wearing
‘heelies’. Please can you ensure that your child does not wear these to
school as it can lead to a range of issues not least from a safety
perspective.
We hope that your child has a good break and we look forward to
welcoming them back to Brantridge on Monday. 2nd November.
Yours sincerely,

Dafydd Roberts
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Mercury
This week we have been looking at how to write instructions and making comic strip
involving aliens in English. In Maths we have been marvellous mathematicians and been
working on multiplication and sharing. In topic, we have been discussing what we would
take to the moon and how we would feel if we had to go to space.

Saturn
This week began with a lovely walk offsite around Staplefield as part of Mindfulness
Monday. The children are really enjoying this and we were so lucky with such warm, sunny
weather as well! In Maths this week we have been learning about 3d shapes, we had great
fun sorting shapes into categories and learning about the shapes and their properties. In
English we read The Grotlyn which is a spooky story, the boys had fun guessing what the
Grotlyn might be and were able to draw their ideas and explain their thoughts using
descriptive language.
In Computing we have been learning how to code our own games. Some of us worked on
building a space invaders game and others made their own version using different
backdrops and characters.

Pluto:
This week Pluto have been learning about using apostrophes to show possession in English.
Blue belts for Kung Fu punctuation will be awarded next term. In Maths we have been
learning to multiply and divide through playing Space Race and we have achieved a hi-score
on Space Explorer, our web-based multiplication game.
In Science we have discovered what satellites do and how they work as well as creating
some fabulous models (pictured below). We have been navigating our local area (school)
using aerial photographs which helped us identify landmarks and map symbols.
We will be ending the week with a Halloween fun day, which will involve,baking, building cars
with cardboard and a spooky film. It has been a very enjoyable week, well done boys!
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Titan

Titan class have had a busy week! In maths, we have focused on factors, multiples and prime
numbers, as well as problem solving using all four calculations. The children have taken on the
challenge now for the past couple of weeks, to improve their mental maths skills; they have
two sessions of timed mental maths questions that they have to complete within the given
time; this week we have focused on multiplication and division. In English, we have looked at
adjectives and different types of adjectives, for e.g. comparative and superlative. We have
done a whole class reading comprehension activity where we looked at significant women who
worked for NASA. In PHSCE, we looked at Black History month and important black figures
who contributed in all fields of science, engineering and medicine; we have also talked about
famous LGBT people in all areas. The children loved the debate we had on stereotypying.

Neptune
This week in Neptune class, we have learnt how to follow a map and give directions using a
map. We have used our inference skills to imagine what is happening in a Halloween themed
picture. We had some very imaginative suggestions. We made scary monsters using clay,
again the boys have really dug deep to get gruesome. See the pictures below. In science, we
have been working on friction and finding out what surfaces have more / less using Newton
Metres to measure the force. We discussed different real life scenarios when less friction
or more friction would be more beneficial. We are continuing to enjoy our Monday afternoon
walks and the boys are definitely getting fitter as they were able to complete the walk we did
a few weeks ago in record time. Walking up steep hills is still a bit of a challenge!! I have
discovered minecraft templates for building blocks and other characters and the boys can
earn these after completing their work. This has really enthused a number of the boys and
we are beginning to see some villages forming. The boys are using these villages to develop
some really nice imaginative play too, so an added bonus.
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Mars
This week in Mars class, we have worked really hard in English to finish off our
independent writing where we have been writing narrative stories. All of the boys are
very proud of their work. In maths we have continued learning column subtraction.
For PE this week we went to Tilgate Park again to use the exercise equipment which we
really enjoyed. We have also been doing some map reading in geography and created
maps of the school for our friends to follow. We even fed the ducks.

Galaxy:

A record-breaking week in Galaxy this week. A massive 10 fish caught in one session
resulting in lots of practice of safe fish handling and progress towards one pupil
unhooking the fish by himself. We were once again very luck with the weather! We have
visited local parks safely and positively, exploring the play equipment and meeting a
range of targets such as balancing on raised platforms and waiting their turn to use
equipment. The boys have also been exploring movement and deepening their
knowledge and understanding of forces and energy and how these change as things
move. A very fun and happy week in Galaxy!

BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN

Awards of the week
Saturn

Mercury

Being Kind award

Freddie, Aaron

Being Kind award

Riley-John

Being respectful award

Toby, Callum, Freddy,
Freddie

Being respectful award

Riley-John

Being your best award

Freddie, Freddy, Callum,
Aaron

Being your best award

Riley-John, Aymen

Pluto

Mars

Being Kind award

-

Being Kind award

Carter

Being respectful award

Danny

Being respectful award

Harry

Being your best award

Harry

Being your best award

Blake

Neptune

Titan

Being Kind award

Being Kind award

Joshua

Being respectful award

Ronnie, Tyler

Being respectful award

Joshua, WIlliam

Being your best award

Ewan, Theo, Ronnie, Tyler

Being your best award

Joshua, William, Bobby

Galaxy
Being Kind award

Theo

Being respectful award

Riley

Being your best award

Ryan, Aaron

Outdoor Learning
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This week we have been learning about constellations and following a dot to dot
constellation challenge trail. For some boys this was completed in the torrential
rain!!
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