
Mars English overview 2019-20 

Spring 1 Description 

Narrative 
unit   

Using WWII as topic, children wrote recounts, diary entries as soldiers during WWII as well as evacuees; using video prompts such as 
Beyond the Lines and The Piano children wrote flashback stories as a soldier during WWII as well as prequels and sequels to stories and 
Letters home from the front. Using our class book Letters from the Lighthouse as a starter, children wrote diary entries, postcards, 
newspaper reports. The children also completed a poetry module that included figurative language techniques and leaflets using layout 
devices. 

Non-fiction 
unit  

The children researched and wrote factual accounts of WW2. They listened to and discussed the language in Churchill’s’ speeches and 
debated the concept of war and the effects on the people involved. Using newspapers from the time, they re-created newspaper reports  

Poetry The children studied war poetry of Wilfred Owen. They created different poems around the theme including haiku, concrete, narrative, 
acrostic and blackout poetry. In other genres they studied the Raven by Edgar Allan Poe and the Jabberwocky and worked in different 
styles and genres  

 

Spring 
term 

Description 

Narrative 
unit   

Before reading the story, look at the chapter titles. Can you predict what might happen as the story progresses? Read the first sentence of 
the story. Why has the author used this as the first sentence? Ask the children to write their own stories starting with this sentence (story 
writing); setting and character description; Imagine that you are Wild boy, how would you feel? Imagine life in Victorian times- what 
would life have been like during this time for the characters? How do you think that this is different from the present day?  

Non-fiction 
unit 

Autobiographies – theirs then to write a biography of the author; informal letter writing to The circus owner proclaiming their innocence; 
Formal letter writing using persuasive language to the judge. Journalistic reports about the murders; recount/diary entry from time on the 
run; writing an argument (balanced) on who they think committed the murders and why? Write a play script for a scene in the story- act 
out in class. Choose a Victorian era job and write an account of the day in the life of. Research information about a famous Victorian and 
create a fact file. 

Poetry   

 

Summer to Follow 


