
 Art Progression    

Year 
group 

Generating ideas Making Evaluating Knowledge Artists, skills and Topics 

1 
 

I can choose a range 
of materials and 
techniques to make 
art 

E D M C 

 
 
I can recognise that 
ideas can be 
expressed in art 
work 

E D M C 

 
 
I can experiment 
with an open mind  

E D M C 

 
 
I can make marks to 
visually describe my 
thoughts and 
feelings 

E D M C 

 
 
I can record my ideas 
in a sketchbook 

I can draw what I 
see 

E D M C 

 
I can experiment 
with materials and 
choose them for 
their qualities 

E D M C 

 
I can use a range of 
tools, pencils, 
rubbers, crayons, 
pastels, charcoal, 
pens, chalk etc 

E D M C 

 
I can begin to 
explore the use of 
line, shape and 
colour 

E D M C 

 
I can use materials 
purposefully to 
achieve particular 
characteristics or 
qualities  

I can talk about what I 
can see and how I feel 
about a piece of art 

E D M C 

 
I can show an interest 
in and describe what I 
think about the work 
of others  

E D M C 
 

I can describe some 
simple characteristics 
of different forms of 
art, craft and design 

E D M C 

 
 
 
I can name the tools, 
techniques and the 
formal elements of 
art 

E D M C 

 
I can name colours 

E D M C 

 
I can name primary 
colours 

E D M C 

 
I can name 2D shapes 

E D M C 

 
I can recognise tones 

E D M C 

 
 

Drawing 
Experiment with drawing media  
Explore lines, shapes and colour 
Painting 
Use different tools including different brush types and 
sizes. 
Mix primary colours to create secondary colours 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yu44JRTIxSQ 
Use different types of paint- experiment with making 
paints from different media 
Create different textures- use sawdust- dirt- stripped card 
sand etc 
Printing 
Make prints with a range of objects including natural and 
man made. Lego bricks, cars, potato prints, peppers and 
other vegetables to create interesting patterns 
Use different printing techniques, relief printing using 
polystyrene, mono printing using carbon paper 
Make rubbings 
Create repeated patterns 
Recognise pattern in the environment 
Textiles/ Collage 
Use a variety of techniques such as weaving- use scraps of 
wool or fabric cut into strips, create a loom from found 
sticks or a hula hoop for example 
Learn how to thread a needle- use the large plastic 
needles and wool scraps on the sheets with the large 
holes( blue in resources) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yu44JRTIxSQ
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E D M C 

 
 

E D M C 
 

 Use a wide range of media inc photocopies, tissue paper, 
fabric scraps, magazines, newspapers, crepe paper 
Sculpture- 3D form 
Manipulate clay, play dough etc in a variety of ways, 
pinching, rolling, kneading and shaping 
Attempt a simple thumb push pot 
Explore 3D form through a variety of media 
Experiment with construction through re-using materials- 
boxes- cartons etc  try out different joining techniques and 
materials  
Explore shape and form 
 
 
 

2 I can choose the 
most effective 
materials (mark 
making) to express 
my ideas 

E D M C 

I use drawing to 
record my ideas and 
experience 

E D M C 

I can try out different 
activities and make 
sensible choices 
about what to do 
next 

E D M C 

I can carefully select 
the art techniques 
that I want to use 

E D M C 

 
I deliberately choose  
to use a particualr 
technique for a 
given purpose 

E D M C 

 
I can control the 
materials that I use  

E D M C 

 
I can refine my work 

Ican describe what I 
like and don’t like 
about the work of art 
I can describe 
strenghts and 
weaknesses in my 
own work and that of 
others 

E D M C 

 
I like this because…. 
 
 

I can demonstrate 
my understanding of 
the development of 
art forms 

E D M C 

I can talk about 
materials, techniques 
and processes I have 
used 

E D M C 

I can use appropriate 
vocabulary (name  
tools, colours, Artist’s 
name etc)  

E D M C 

I can understand that 
creative works are 

Drawing 

Drawing confidently from observation and 

imagination 

Show pattern and texture by adding dots and lines 

Show different tones by using coloured pencils 

Use drawing as the starting point for work in other 
materials 
Layer different media, ie crayons and pastels, felt 
pens 
Understand the use of my sketchbook to develop 
ideas 
Draw for a sustained period of time 
Painting 

Adding white to colours to make tints and black to 

colours to make tones. 
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Ican attempt to 
recreate the work of 
others 

E D M C 

 
 
 

E D M C 
 

made by makers 
from different 
cultures and times 

E D M C 

 
 

Mix a range of secondary colours 

Create colour wheels 

Show control in using colour 
Name different paints and their properties 
Work in a range of scales- large brush, large paper 
Mix and match colours to artefacts or pictures 
Collage 

Mix materials to create texture- create papers using 

sand or anything textural, cut these up in collage 

Joining, positioning and manipulating materials with 
some independence-  
use found objects 
Sculpture 

Use combinations of shapes 

Include lines and texture 

Use techniques such as rolling, cutting, moulding and 
carving, create pinch pots and coils to create simple 
pots and models 
Join materials with confidence experiment with 
manmade and natural materials  
Print 

Press, roll, rub and stamp to print prints 

Use objects to create prints 
Experiment with a range of printmaking including 
relief printing- refine mark making by designing 
increasingly complex and intricate repeated patterns 
Print onto fabric  
Textiles 
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Use plaiting 

Use dip dye techniques- experiment with natural 
dyes. 
Stitch, knot and use other manipulative skills (use old t 
shirts etc to create yarn) try out wax resist on fabric using 
wax crayons 

3 I know how to 
handle different 
materials and 
processes in mark 
making 

E D M C 

I can use a 
sketchbook for 
different purposes, 
including recording 
observations, 
planning and 
developing ideas 

E D M C 
I can gather and 
review 
information, 
references and 
resources related 
to my ideas and 
intentions. 

E D M C 

I can select and 
record from 1st 
hand observation, 

I can develop an 
understanding of 
line, colour and 
form 

E D M C 

 
I can develop 
practical skills by 
experimenting with 
and testing the 
qualities of 
materials and 
techniques. 

E D M C 

 
I can select and use 
appropriate 
materials  

E D M C 
 

I can understand and 
reflect on what I like 
and dislike in my work 
and suggest ways to 
improve it 

E D M C 

 
I can say what I would 
do next 

E D M C 
 

I can describe the 
work of some artists, 
crafts people and 
architects 

E D M C 

 
 I can explain how to 
use some of the tools 
and techniques they 
have chosen to work 
with  

E D M C 

 
I can compare ideas, 
methods and 
approaches in my 
own work and that of 
others and describe 
what I think about 
them 

E D M C 

 
I can annotate work 
in my sketchbook 

Drawing 

Sketch lightly  

Use different hardness of pencils to show line, tone 

and texture 

Represent objects with correct proportions 
Drawing in sketchbook to record ideas, plans and 
observations- annotate my ideas and plans 
Draw for a sustained period of time 
Use different media  to achieve variations of tone, 
texture, line 
Painting 

Understand that paint is used in different ways for 

different effects 

With guidance, add detail to work 

Make some independent decisions about colour 

Use a number of brush techniques using thick and 

thin brushes, to produce shapes. 

Mix colours effectively- I know which primary colour 

mix to create which secondary colour 

Begin to understand and identify complimentary 
colours and warm and cold colours. 
Work confidently in a range of scales 
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experience and 
imagination 

E D M C 

I can 

E D M C 
 

Collage 

Use coiling, overlapping, tessellation, mosaic and 
montage 
Sculpture 

Use clay and over mouldable materials- join clay 

effectively using score and slip- add texture/ pattern 

to clay 

Work independently with a wider range of materials 

Add materials to provide interesting detail 
Use papier mache  
Printmaking Make printing blocks 
Make prints using layers of colour- use chine colle 
techniques to add interest and colour.  
Textiles Use a variety of techniques including 

weaving, sewing/ applique, mixed media including 

found objects/ plastic 
Colour/ dye fabrics using dyes and pens and techniques 

learned previously  

4 I can select and use 
relevant resources 
and references to 
develop my ideas 

E D M C 

 
I can use a 
sketchbook to 
improve and develop 
my ideas 

E D M C 

I can investigate the 
nature and qualities 
of different 
materials and 
processes 
systematically  

E D M C 

 
I can apply the 
technical skills that I 

I regularly reflect 
upon my own work 
and use comparisons 
with the work of 
others ( peers and 
artists) to identify how 
to improve  

E D M C 

 

I know and can 
describe some of the 
key ideas, techniques 
and working 
practices of a variety 
of artists, 
craftspeople, 
architects and 
designers that I have 
studied  

E D M C 

Drawing 

 Annotate sketches to explain and elaborate ideas 

Sketchbooks show several sketches demonstrating 

development of ideas- collect images and ideas 

independently in sketchbook 

Explore relationships between line and tone 

Use shading to show light and shadow 

Use hatching and cross hatching to show tone and 
texture 
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I can use drawing to 
improve, 
understand, inform 
and plan my work 

E D M C 
 

am learning to 
improve my work 

E D M C 

 
 I can select and use 
tools and materials 
by making informed 
choices 

E D M C 
 
 

 
 

I can adapt and refine 
my work according to 
my views 

E D M C 

 
I can describe how I 
might develop my 
work further 

E D M C 
 

 
I know and can 
demonstrate how 
the tools I have 
chosen should be 
used effectively and 
safely. 

E D M C 
 
 

Refine drawings 
Talk about drawings using relevant vocabulary  
Painting  

Select and use different brushes for different 

purposes 

Make and match colours with increasing accuracy  

Use more specific colour language such as tone, 

shade, hue, tint 

Use watercolour paint to produce washes for 

backgrounds and then add the detail- work light to 

dark in colour. 

Experiment with creating mood 
Experiment further with texture 
Show increasing independence in painting 
Collage 
Choose collage or textiles as a way of responding to a 
previous piece of work 

Select and arrange materials for a striking effect 

Ensure work is precise- refine and alter work 
Explain choices 
Sculpture 

Use clay and other mouldable materials 

Include texture that conveys feelings, expression or 
movement- use other materials such as wire, tin foil, 
paper mache, mod roc 
Plan, design, make and adapt models 
Printmaking 
Use layers of two or more colours 
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Replicate patterns observed in natural or built 

environments 

Use precise repeating and increasingly intricate 
patterns, use tessellation of increasing complex 
shapes and patterns (Escher)  
Textiles  

Shape and stitch materials 

Use basic cross stitch and back stitch 

Quilt, pad and gather fabrics- experiment with Batik 

5 I can understand 
how handling 
different materials 
and processes in 
mark making links to 
my creative ideas 
and work 

E D M C 

I can confidently use 
my sketchbook for a 
variety of purposes 
including recording 
observations, 
developing ideas, 
testing materials, 
planning and 
recording 
information 

E D M C 

I can confidently 
investigate and 
exploit potential of 
new and unfamiliar 
materials 

E D M C 

 
I can use my 
acquired technical 
expertise to make 
work which 
effectively reflects 
my ideas and 
intentions 
. 

E D M C 
 

I can look at and 
assess my own work 
and that of others to 
strengthen the visual 
impact of my own 
work 

E D M C 

 
I regularly analyse and 
reflect on my progress 
by taking into account 
what I hope to 
achieve. 

E D M C 

 
I can adapt and refine 
my work and make 
informed observations 
about how to improve 

E D M C 

I can research and 
discuss the ideas and 
approaches of 
various artists, crafts 
people, designers 
and architects, taking 
into account their 
particular cultural 
context and 
intentions   

E D M C 

I can explore artists, 
craftspeople from 
different times and 
cultures 

E D M C 

 

I know how to 
describe the 
processes I am 

Drawing 
Use sketchbook to develop ideas 
Work in a sustained and independent way from 
observation, experience or imaginations 

Use a choice of techniques to depict movement, 

perceptive, shadows and reflections 

Use lines to represent movement 
Explore the properties of visual elements such as line, 
tone, shape, form, pattern, texture 
Painting 
Sketch (lightly)before painting to combine line and 

colour 

Use the qualities of watercolour and acrylic paints to 

create visually interesting pieces 

Combine colours, tone and tints to enhance the 
mood of the piece 
Demonstrate secure knowledge of colour including 
secondary, tertiary, hot and cold, complementary and 
contrasting 
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I can engage in open 
ended research and 
exploration in the 
process of initiating 
and developing ideas 

E D M C 

I can ask questions  
make thoughtful 
observations about 
starting points and 
select ideas and 
processes 

E D M C 
 

 
I can use increasingly 
complex language to 
describe, analyse and 
discuss my work 

E D M C 
 

using and how they 
hope to achieve 
high quality 
outcomes 

E D M C 
 

Collage 
Use a range of media to create collage- include 
fabrics, found materials, papers 
Mix textures (rough and smooth, plain and 
patterned). 
Sculpture 
Plan sculpture through drawing and other 

preparatory work 

Show life like qualities and real like proportions or, if 

more abstract, provoke different interpretations 

Use tools to carve and add shapes, textures and 
pattern 
Describe different qualities involved in modelling, 
sculpture and construction 
Use re-cycled, man-made and natural materials  
Printmaking 
Build up layers of colour 
Build up textures 
Select appropriate printing method for intention- mono- 
printing- relief- resist, screen printing 
Use repetition, symmetry and random patterning  
Textiles  
Join fabrics in different ways including stitching 
Use different grades and uses of threads and needles 
Combine textiles and collage 
 

6 I can independently 
develop a range of 
ideas which show 

I can take 
independent action 
to refine my 

I can provide a 
reasoned evaluation 
of both my own and 

I can describe, 
interpret and explain 
work, ideas and 

Drawing 
Use wide variety of ways to make marks using both wet 
and dry media with intention 
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curiosity, 
imagination and 
originality 

E D M C 

 
I can systematically 
investigate , research 
and test ideas and 
plans using 
sketchbooks 

E D M C 

 
(sketchbooks will 
show in advance 
how work will be 
produced and how 
the qualities of 
materials will be 
used) 

E D M C 

 
I can select and 
record from 1st hand 
observation, 
experience and 
imagination and 
explore ideas for 
different purposes 

E D M C 
 

technical and craft 
skills in order to 
improve my mastery 
of materials and 
techniques. 

E D M C 

I can independently 
select and 
effectively use 
relevant processes 
in order to create 
successful and 
finished work 

E D M C 
 

professional’s work 
which takes into 
account the starting 
points, intentions and 
context behind the 
work 

E D M C 

I can refine and adapt 
my work taking into 
account the opinions 
of others where 
appropriate  

E D M C 

 
I can use increasingly 
complex language to 
describe, analyse and 
discuss my work with 
confidence 

E D M C 

 
 

working practices of 
some significant 
artists, craftspeople, 
designers and 
architects taking into 
account of the 
influence of the 
different historical, 
cultural and social 
contexts in which 
they worked. 

E D M C 

 
I can use technical 
vocabulary and 
techniques for 
modifying the 
qualities of the 
different materials 
and processes. 

E D M C 
 

Use a variety of techniques to add interesting effects 

( e.g. reflections, shadows, direction of sunlight). 

Choose a style of drawing suitable for the work ( e.g. 
realistic or impressionist). 
Develop ideas using mixed media in sketchbook 
Painting 
Create shades and tints using black and white to a 

colour 

Carry out studies in sketchbook of final piece 

Create a colour palette based upon colours observed 

in the natural or built world 

Use brush techniques and the qualities or paint to 

create texture. 

Develop a personal style of painting, drawing upon 
ideas from other artists 
Research independently 
Show an awareness of composition  
Collage 

 Use ceramic mosaic materials and techniques 

Combine visual and tactile quantities 
Experiment with and demonstrate knowledge of 
colour 
Experiment confidently with textures 
Sculpture Develop clay skills including slab work, coil, 

score and slip etc 

Continue to experiment confidently with texture in 

clay 
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Make a mold and use plaster 

Make a carving from a plaster block- cast in tetra pack 

Printmaking 
Create an accurate pattern showing fine detail 
Develop varied techniques with confidence  
Print onto a variety of black grounds including 
paintings and fabrics 
Textiles Create an accurate pattern showing fine 
detail  
Show an awareness of the properties of fabrics and 
materials  
Use different techniques, colours and textures   
Confidently select appropriate tools and materials 
 
 

 


