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Dear Parents, 

 

This week being the final week of half term meant we had our behaviour 

reward trip. Those of you who have been part of the Brantridge 

community for some time will be aware of how the system works, but I am 

aware that we have quite a few new parents and so it is probably a good 

time to go over it again. 

At the end of every session in a school day whether it is a lesson or break 

time the children are given a grade in accordance with the effort they 

have made and the behaviour they have shown. Gold is the highest 

grade, followed by green, then amber with red being the lowest grade. 

These grades have a numeric value and are added up each day. At the 

end of a half term children who have achieved a particular number get to 

access the end of half term reward trip. This week pupils went to ‘Jumpin’ 

in Burgess Hill. This is a soft play area and is a particular favourite with our 

pupils.  

We recognise that all our children will have their own challenges which will 

at times impact their behaviours. Therefore the ‘bar’ is set in such a way 

that demonstrates that we do not expect ‘perfection’ and that everyone, 

from time to time will not behave as positively as they would want. The aim 

of course is to use the trip as a carrot to encourage positive behaviour.  

(But we also recognise that a half term is a long time for children to wait 

for a reward. Therefore we also have weekly reward activities on a Friday 

morning, based on the same principles.) 

On Tuesday we had our Attendance Tea to celebrate the fact that many 

pupils had attended each day this academic year. We are pleased with 

the improvements in attendance over time. Last academic year our 

overall attendance was 93.9% which was an improvement of just over 5% 

from the previous academic year. 

Have a good half term and we look forward to welcoming the pupils back 

to school on Monday, 4th November. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Dafydd Roberts. 

 

 

Key Dates: 

 

 

28/10/19- Half term 

4/11/19- Back to school 

11/11/19 – Anti Bullying 

week. 

22/11/19 – INSET 

20/12/19- Christmas 

open morning/ last day 

of school 

6/1/20 – Back to school 

Friday 25th October,  

2019. 
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Pluto: 

In Pluto this week the boys have been getting to grips with column subtraction and 

exchanging.  With the method they showed great resilience and with the a little help from 

some ten pennies and one pennies, they learnt how to exchange the tens and went on not to 

needing to use them.  In English the boys have been learning about inference and looking 

for clues in images and writing. They also wrote a set of instructions in first person on how 

to make their WW1 helmets. In Enrichment this week the boys finished their WW1 Brodie 

helmets by painting them. When it wasn’t raining they managed to get outside and identify 

leaves in the grounds. Then they used the leaves collected to make animal collages. I hope 

the weather dries up and they have a lovely half term.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

We have had an eventful and busy end to the half term. This week in English we have been 

learning more about poems and created our own pattern poems on creatures. For Maths we 

have been consolidating our knowledge on money; looking to bring pounds and pence together. 

This week our science lesson has been rescheduled for the credit trip. The boys who made 

the rerward trip went to Jumpin in Burgess Hill and seemed to really enjoy themselves. For 

enrichment this week we looked at printing for Art, and for cooking we made savoury 

pancakes. Mercury class filled up their marbel jar this week and they decided as a group that 

their reward should be a picnic. On Wednesday we had our picninc upstairs in one of the 

landings and we also had a little go on the drums in the music room. I hope the boys have a 

restful week off and come back nice and fresh.  
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Jupiter. 

An incredibly positive learning week in Jupiter this week. The boys have shown a 

superb grasp of division and many  have been using their free time to practice and 

challenge themselves further.  In English, the boys have been writing with 

increasing use of expanded nouns and time connectives.  Our messy art creations 

this week have been incredible- their attitude towards trying new things has been 

amazing.  Well done boys. 
   

 

 

 

Titan 

This week in Titan we have been working on consolidating written methods for both 

multiplication and division, as well as solving all four operations word problems. In 

English, the boys have written some great war poems, using fantastic vocabulary 

that depicted some fabulous war scenes. It was very pleasing to see the boys being 

inspired by each others’ poems and using ideas together to write the poems. We also 

worked on improving writing skills through the use of parenthesis (brackets, dashes 

and commas). On Tuesday PC Kemp came in and talked to the boys about 

responsabilities, false allegations and disrespect, whoch tied in with our PSHCE 

lesson this week about democracy, rights and responsabilities.  

                          

Saturn 

           In Saturn this week we have been working on alliteration, we have used 

alliteration in our acrostic poems.  In maths we have continued working on 

subtraction and using different resources to help us solve calculations. In PSHE we 

have continued our focus on Growth Mindset .The boys had a second attempt at 

their paper chains to see how they could improve on it. 

In Science the boys described properties of different materials and in Art we 

modelled boats or sea creatures using clay. 
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Mars 

We have had a different week this week in Mars class because lots of boys have been off 

with various illnesses! Happily we are all back together again now and back to our usual hard 

working selves. 

We have been learning about multiples and factors in maths and have worked really hard to 

improve our times tables skills. In English we have been using “show me don’t tell me” to 

create ambitious descriptions. We have also been practicing writing with flashbacks and 

have used The Piano as our inspiration. 

In art we have been finishing off our printmaking inspired by Henry Moore with some 

wonderful results which will be shared as soon as they are dry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neptune 

Our last week of term, where has the time gone?  The boys have made me feel very 

welcome and we have now  developed a regular routine.  The day would definitely not 

be complete without our yoga or mindfulness sessions followed by times tables songs.  

The boys are managing to get more and more times tables under their belts and not 

just the multiplying - they must be able to complete the division challenge too!  The 

competition is beginning to build within the classroom and it is lovely to see this 

really driving their desire to master them.  They love story time, straight after 

lunch, I think there would be a riot if this was missed.  It is lovely to see them 

sitting / lounging on bean bags totally focused on the story I am reading to them.  

This is a great time to develop inference skills and have discussions about choices 

and empathy.  The boys are more than welcome to bring in a favourite book if they 

would like to share it with the class and this can be our afternoon read.  

 In our D&T lesson we learnt how to use papier mache to sculpt WWII helmets.  

These will be painted and camouflaged next term and will be added to our expanding 

WWII display.  They also learnt about democracy and there was a good debate about 

the age at which we should be allowed to vote.  The general consensus was,  they felt 

they were too young to vote but they reckoned that by the age of 15 they would 

know enough to make an informed choice. 

The boys have worked very hard this term and they should be really proud of 

themselves, they truly deserve to put their feet up for a week; ready for more of 

the same next term.  Enjoy the holiday.                                                                                                                  
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Outdoor Learning 

 

 

Wrap up warm this winter 

 
Kit List 

There is no such thing as 

poor weather just poor 

kit. 

We will be doing 

Outdoor Learning come 

rain or shine! 

To ensure your child is 

comfortable, warm and 

prepared. 

 Please make sure they 

bring in suitable clothes 

for the cold or wet 

weather 

*A warm and 

preferably 

waterproof coat 

Or  a fleece and 

waterproof 

jacket 

*Wellies and 

spare thick 

socks 

*Waterproof 

Trousers (to 

wear over 

school trousers) 

*Hat and Gloves 
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Therapies:  
 

The whole school has been targeting ‘time to think’ this week in the Social 

Communication Programme. I’m sure if you ask your child what this means they will 

tell you. This target aims to support our pupils and staff team to give each other time 

to think before giving an answer.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

After half term the Social Communication Programme target is: ‘check it’.  

This target is to support pupils to develop independence skills and encourage them to 

take on responsibility for their own understanding and learning. This target prompts 

our students to check they understand the instructions of what to do and what is 

expected of them. In addition it allows for opportunities for them to check  their 

quality of work at regular intervals. 
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Jayden Sh, Taylor and Ryan.  

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Jayden S King of the Credits Taylor 

Star of the Week Toby S Star of the Week Tyler H 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Toby King of the Credits Carter 

Star of the Week Toby Star of the Week Alfie H 

JUPITER               MERCURY 

King of the Credits Daniel King of the Credits Floyd 

Star of the Week Cohen Star of the Week Floyd 

Neptune 

King of the Credits Ryan 

Star of the Week Noah 

Notice for parents of children from West Sussex  

There are Food Bank Vouchers available in school 

If you ever have the need for these please contact  

Sally Bourns or Robert Chowns  

On 01444 400228 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-iMyg5tbLAhWCwxQKHeZPBbEQjRwIBw&url=https://en.fotolia.com/id/85072097&psig=AFQjCNH6_vEJdfbawoFDh1fER7BYHSw97g&ust=1458822143778729

