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Dear Parents, 

Whilst we recognise the importance of ensuring that our pupils develop 

their English and their Maths skills, and each day every class spends a 

lesson each on both those subject areas, our approach at Brantridge is all 

about meeting our pupils specific needs. Those of you who read the 

Bulletin regularly will be aware that this is a regular theme – a recognition 

that our pupils’ needs are broad. Those needs amongst others are 

academic, therapeutic, social and behavioural. But what does that 

support look like here at Brantridge? We wanted to outline the types of 

approaches we take in a typical week. 

On Mondays, one class will visit a local golf club, on Tuesdays another 

class goes Mountain Biking; on Wednesdays a different class will go 

swimming whilst Thursday sees another class visit the gym. 

These activities support a wide range of needs that are found on our 

pupils’ EHCPs – balance, coordination, gross motor skills, communication 

and teamwork – to name but a few. (Whilst they are there they are also 

developing a healthy lifestyle and hopefully fostering hobbies and interests 

that may well stay with them for life.) 

Each afternoon for the final lesson of the day the pupils that are not on the 

off –site activities mentioned above are participating in a range of 

Enrichment activities – drama games, sewing, cooking, cricket, social 

games. Again these activities are chosen as they meet our pupils’ needs. 

Our goal is to create opportunities for our pupils to practice and develop 

skills that they are currently struggling with, but which will be key for them in 

their lives. 

We could go on – the work of the therapists, the weekly visits of Bonnie the 

therapy dog, the Outdoor Learning sessions which all our children 

participate in, the personalisation of the curriculum where many of our 

children have 1-1 support in one of their areas of need. The goal is the 

same – meeting our children’s specific needs. 

Supporting all of this approach is an assessment tool that we use at the 

school, called SAVI, to measure children’s progress in a wide variety of key 

areas e.g. working in a team, resilience, functional independence. Next 

time you come for an Annual Review or you read a report about your 

child’s progress at the school, please make sure that you see the 

information relating to these key skills. 

Hopefully, as many of you have commented recently, you can see for 

yourselves the progress in your son’s development in these key areas. 

Enjoy the weekend. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dafydd Roberts 

Principal. 

 

Key Dates: 

 

 

28/10/19- Half term 

4/11/19- Back to school 

11/11/19 – Anti Bullying 

week. 

22/11/19 – INSET 

20/12/19- Christmas 

open morning/ last day 

of school 

6/1/20 – Back to school 

Friday 18th October,  

2019. 
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Pluto: 

This week in Maths Pluto have been learning column addition with carrying. In English the 

boys have been learning to write in third person and the difference between fact and 

opinion. For Big write the boys have produced a newspaper report about a zeppelin raid in 

WW1 over London.  For topic they have learnt about the battle of the Somme and a WW1 

invention the tank.  This week was the boys’ last swimming lesson.  The boys all swam 25 

metres front crawl and should be very proud of themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

The end of half term is nearing and Mercury have had another busy week. In English this 

week we have been learning about poems and have created our own acrostic poem 

relating to pirates. For Maths we have been learning about money and the different values 

for coins and notes; this included setting up our own shop to purchase items. For Science 

we created three houses with the use of certain materials and tested to see which 

material was the best suited for building a house. For enrichment we made lemony fish 

fingers for food tech and we had another lovely trip to the K2 for gymnastics. We also 

made our own pirate ships using an array of materials for our D & T lesson.  
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Jupiter 

A wet and soggy week in Jupiter.  Mountain biking was another muddy 

and splashy outing; we covered over 2 miles once again around the 

beautiful Sussex countryside.  During this time, the boys discussed energy 

transfer and different types of energy that we transfer and use or lose as 

a result of the exercise we were doing.  We are stampeding towards 

mastering grid method multiplication and showing some hugely 

improved problem solving in maths.  In English, we have been exploring 

how to write for different purposes, showing a good grasp of formal 

language to use in letters. 

   

 

 

Titan 

In Titan this week, we have worked on descriptive language and predicting skills. The 

boys have had to write a short narrative using a picture prompt; however, the catch 

was to use outstanding describing words in order to achieve their success criteria. 

In raeding, they focused on predicting what might happen next in a text, based on 

what they had already read. In Science, we looked at how pollution happens, using 

filter paper, cloths, water and a microscope to see what is carried away in the water 

after you wash clothes and other items. The boys loved pretending to be scientist.  

                                                                  

Saturn 

           In Saturn this week we have been working on alliteration, we have used 

alliteration in our acrostic poems.  In maths we have continued working on 

subtraction and using different resources to help us solve calculations. In PSHE we 

have continued our focus on Growth Mindset .The boys had a second attempt 

at their paper chains to see how they could improve on it. 

In Science the boys described properties of different materials and in art we 

modelled boats or sea creatures using clay. 
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Mars 

Mars have had another busy week. On Monday we attended Haywards Heath golf club 

for our weekly golf lesson. We learned to chip the ball into a net- it was great fun and we 

have made amazing progress this half term.  

In English we have been learning how to write a prequel to the story we have been 

studying called Beyond the lines- we used descriptive language to paint the scene using 

similes, metaphors, modified nouns and adverbial phrases. We talked about our senses to 

add details. 

In maths we have been learning to add, subtract and multiply numbers. We then solved 

money problems including decimals. After all of this we attempted to work within a 

budget, we got our monthly wage then had to pay our bills such as rent, food and 

savings. After this we got to choose which entertainment we could afford, we realised 

how difficult it can be to save money and pay bills! Lots of fun as well as great learning. 

In food tech we tried out another WW2 recipe with mixed success! We made potato 

scones, not sure if we would make these in the future but in was a great learning 

opportunity and we practiced lots of cooking skills. 

In sewing this week we have finished off our felt animals, we are very proud of our selves                                                                                                   

                                                         

 

 

Neptune 

In our science lessons this week, Neptune has been learning about food chains.  We 

learnt what an apex predator is and we explored some of the different food chains 

that exist in the British countryside.  We did some team building activities this week 

and some of the boys displayed excellent problem solving and leadership skills.  It 

was lovely to watch them discussing the problem and coming up with solutions 

together as a whole unit.  In therapies, we worked on developing fine motor skills and 

building resilience. The boys made gas masks in D&T where we were concentrating on 

cutting skills and managing tricky materials like cling film!  We have written diaries in 

English (a day in the life of a child living in London during the Blitz) and in maths we 

have been working on using column addition – concentrating on writing the digits in 

the correct place value.  We are continuing to learn our times tables using songs to 

help us.  I wish you could see the boys rapping and dancing as they are counting in 2s, 

3s, 4s, 5s and 6s.  Some of the boys have the makings of future rap stars!                                                         
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Outdoor Learning 

 

 

Keeping in with the whole school topic of war and conflict or pirates we have this 

week been making swords. 

We have been sourcing the right size sticks, learning to how to tie a clove hitch 

knot and then lashing the sticks together, before covering them in tape. 
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Therapies:  
The whole school has been targeting ‘looking to listen’ over the past week in our 

Social Communication Programme. This target supports students to learn the social 

value of looking at the speaker when they are talking.  In my opinion, a lot of our 

students find this a difficult skill to master.  

 

We discussed in class groups that if we do not not look at the speaker when they are 

talking is considered rude. Also if you don’t look at someone when they are talking 

you cannot identify any of the nonverbal cues e.g. facial expressions, gesture and  

body language) that they may be expressing. This can lead to a breakdown in 

communication.  When at home make sure to model ‘looking to listen’ to your 

children so that they learn from your role modelling. In addition, please use the phrase 

at home ‘loking to listen’ to remind our students that to they need to show you they 

are listening by looking at you. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week the Social Communication Programme target is: ‘Time to think’. This target 

focuses on making sure we provide enough time for children to respond to questions, 

so that they have time to process and formulate an answer. It also looks at giving time 

to think to regulate themselves and get back to ‘green state’ (ready to learn).  
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Jayden Sh, Carter and Felix. 
 

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Jayden S King of the Credits Felix 

Star of the Week Toby S Star of the Week Oliver 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Toby King of the Credits Carter 

Star of the Week Toby Star of the Week Alfie H 

JUPITER               MERCURY 

King of the Credits Danny & 

Samuel 

King of the Credits Aymen 

Star of the Week Daniel Star of the Week Aymen 

Neptune 

King of the Credits Ryan 

Star of the Week Theo 

Notice for parents of children from West Sussex  

There are Food Bank Vouchers available in school 

If you ever have the need for these please contact  

Sally Bourns or Robert Chowns  

On 01444 400228 
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