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Dear Parents, 

Thank you to all our pupils and staff who took part in making 

National Fitness Day at Brantridge a huge success. Unfortunately the 

weather washed out our Assault Course, but this did not dampen 

spirits, as the Yoga, Warrior Workout and Gymnastics were still able 

to take place. 

 

Photos of the day will be posted in next week’s bulletin! 

 

The success, particularly of the Yoga and Warrior Workout, has 

inspired us to look at including this as a more regular activity for our 

pupils. We will be looking to include these activities into our 

curriculum as soon as possible.  

 

Please keep an eye on the updates in this weekly bulletin, as many 

more themed days are due to take place at Brantridge this year as 

part of our promotion of positive helath and well-being in our pupils. 

 

Have a great weekend! 

 

Robert Chowns 

 

 

 

Key Dates: 

 

10/10/19- World mental 

health day 

28/10/19- Half term 

4/11/19- Back to school 

22/11/19 – INSET 

20/12/19- Christmas 

open morning/ last day 

of school 

6/1/20 – Back to school 

Friday 27th September,  

2019. 
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Pluto: 

Pluto have enjoyed a busy short week.  At swimming they were learning different ways 

to float and jump into the water.  As a whole school we supported National Fitness Day 

and the boys completed an army training workout and then learnt how to relax with a 

yoga session. They all have great balance and good flexibility.  In English the boys retold 

the story of Little Red Riding Hood orally and showed great confidence in front of the 

video recorder.  The boys in English linked to topic produced a letter home from a soldier 

in the trenches focussing on laying out the letter correctly and its features.   In Maths the 

boys have been using the greater than and less than symbols to compare numbers and 

have been learning to write numbers in words.   For enrichment the boys created 

poppies in the style of Georgia O’Keeffe using oil pastels.  In outdoor games they 

practiced their skills in throwing accurately.  I hope they all enjoy the long weekend. 

  

 

 

 

Mercury 

It has been a short but busy week in Mercury. In English we were learning to describe a 

setting by sending a message in a bottle describing that we were on a desert island. In 

Maths we have been looking at comparing numbers and objects and ordering numbers. 

In Science this week we were experimenting to see which materials are 

transparent/opaque  

 

and waterproof. This week we had our first gymnastics session at the K2 crawley. Mercury 

class thoroughly enjoyed the session and represented the school fantastically well. For 

enrichment we were learning about collages and the boys created a collage of a pirate 

ship on a rough and choppy sea.  

 

Saturn 

What a fantastic day we had on National fitness day! The boys spent the first part of the 

morning in Outdoor learning having a great time problem solving to make a shelter. We 

were supposed to take part in an outdoor obstacle course that Mr Elliott had organised 

but the weather took a bit of a turn and we decided we would reschedule to a drier 

time! Instead we had an indoor boot camp, the boys all took part in a Body Coach 

workout. It was so much fun, we all enjoyed it. We then put on our own show, including a 

puppet show version of the Night Pirates which has quickly become our favourite story! 

The afternoon ended on a high with our first visit to K2 Leisure Centre for gymnastics. We 

had such an excellent time, there were smiles on all the boys faces, it was a joy to see! 

Some of the boys were particularly brave and really pushed themselves to overcome 

their fears.  

Our other learning this week has continued to be based around the topic of pirates. We 

continued to use the Night Pirates as our inspiration and wrote messages in a bottle from 

a desert island!  In Maths, we have been looking at addition and in Science we have 

identified magnetic materials. In PSHE we have been focussing on anti-bullying and 

mutual respect. Our focus in computing has been Internet safety and keeping ourselves 

safe online. Our stormy sea collages are finished, we are so proud of our efforts!  
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Jupiter 

A wet and windy week in Jupiter.  Sadly, the inclement weather meant we were 

unable to go mountain biking, but we managed to take advantage of a break in 

the weather to explore gravity and the effects of friction on our bikes around the 

playground.  We discussed why we went further and faster on concrete rather 

than the through the long grass and delved into some of the different types of 

energy there is and how they transfer to cause a range of effects.  The boys 

showed some super understanding of homophones in English; matching them 

and writing contextually accurate sentences using pairs/pears of them. Thursday 

saw Jupiter getting involved in National Fitness day which the boys thoroughly 

enjoyed. They learnt yoga moves such as the Tree and the Arrow as well as 

participating in an outdoor assault course and the Army Warrior workout – what a 

great day! 

 

 

 

Titan 

Titan boys this week have been working on using written methods for addition 

and subtraction (e.g. column methods) as well as rounding to approximate; they 

have also had to apply these skills in solving number problems and puzzles. In 

English, they had to write about something that bugs them (a rather interesting 

conversation was had on this topic) which was a great success as the boys also 

had to come up with ways to tolerate things that bug them. In our Big Write, they 

had to write a debate on whether it is acceptable to kill people during war (they 

did a great job in coming up with argument as to why that might be 

acceptable). In Science the boys looked at the life and achievement of Sir 

Steven Hawkins, as well as making a black hole using balloons and tin foil to see 

how it works. 
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Mars 

Mars class have continued to enjoy our golf lessons each Monday afternoon and 

we are already beginning to see progress, this week we were on the driving 

range! In Food Tech we created tasty vegetable pasties- we chopped up the 

vegetables by practicing our safe knife skills- we were all very proud of our 

creations. In English this week we have been using relative clauses and varying 

our sentence length to make our writing even more interesting! We have been 

practicing our multiplication in Maths and have been using different methods to 

do this. 

Thursday saw us taking part in national fitness day, we got to do lots of fun 

activities including yoga and an assault course- we challenged ourselves even 

more by timing our laps to see who was the fastest. 

 

 

Neptune 

This week in Neptune the boys have created models of human teeth and identified the 

function for the four different types of teeth that humans have.  They have also worked on 

their fine motor skills in our art lesson and practised using scissors to cut out WWII themed 

silhouettes which they stuck onto the dramatic backwashes they had painted last week.  In 

English, they watched a short video detailing the experience of a WWll veteran and then 

created descriptive sentences to describe the setting and the soldier’s feelings. Continuing 

our WWII theme into National fitness day, the children completed a ‘World War Warrior 

Workout’  and an ‘Assault Course’ and we also had time to squeeze in a yoga session!  The 

boys really pushed themselves we might have some potential warriors in our midst!! 
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Outdoor Learning  

Survival has been the focus this week! The question was, were the pupils able to make 

a shelter with just a tarpaulin and a 5m long piece of rope? The answer was yes with 

the boys using lots of problem solving techniques and team work. Well done boys! 
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Therapies:  
 

The whole school has been targeting ‘Hands Up’ this week in our Social Communication 

Programme.  

This target is to help understand that when replying to an answer it is polite to put your hands 

up.  

Our role as adults is to model that when we are in a situation of answering questions it is polite 

to put our hands up and wait to be chosen to answer the question. This allows others more time 

to think if it is needed and so we do not talk over people. Putting our hands up is not always 

needed and instead we use turn-taking. For example, having a conversation with someone.  

 

 

 

 

 

Next week the target in the social communication programme will be ‘Ready to learn’. 

This target is to encourage pupils to identify their regulation levels and provide them with 

strategies to access the waking day curriculum.  
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Flu vaccination 

After discussions with the team, who organise vaccinations, given the 

various counties in which our pupils live and how far parents have to 

travel to support their child during a vaccination it was felt more 

appropriate and kind, to advise you to contact your GP to request the 

vaccination your child is entitled to receive. 

 


