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Dear Parents, 

Next Friday, 27th September the school is closed for an INSET day. One of 

the key things being planned for the day is to be looking at the ‘Vision, 

Ethos and Culture’ of the school. 

Many of you, I’m sure have done  work on the Vison, Ethos and Culture 

either in your work places or in various organisations that you are part of, 

and will know that to do this thoroughly, takes time. We recognise that this 

is a broad piece of work and needs the input of various stakeholders in 

order to be effective. In view of this, we hope to communicate with both 

you and your children to gather your views in future months. 

We have been discussing as a staff, recently, what is it that we feel is at 

the heart of what Brantridge is about. What is it that makes Brantridge 

unique? As you can imagine, there have been a range of answers, but 

consistently we keep returning to the point that, we see our core work to 

be, meeting our pupils’ individual needs.  

Generally speaking, most mainstream schools would focus primarily on 

academic needs. At Brantridge, our pupils have a far broader range of 

identified needs as noted in your sons’ EHCPs. Whilst meeting our children’s 

academic needs is absolutely vital, so is meeting their therapeutic, 

emotional and behavioural needs. 

In view of this, our curriculum is shaped in such a way that seeks to meet 

those specific needs. So, of course they need support academically and 

this is a big focus. However, enrichment activities and modified timetables 

that support pupils gross motor skills, fine motor skills, communication, 

balance, resilience, teamwork to name but a few are absolutely vital. That 

is why the final lesson of each day has been given over to activities such 

as cooking, craft, cricket, cycling, scooters, drama, social skills games and 

pottery. 

Hopefully your children are coming home and telling you about these 

enjoyable activities which they are doing. These activities are simply 

vehicles by which we can support each child’s development and their 

individual need. 

 No doubt, there is far more to say about our school’s Vision, Ethos and 

Culture, but what is mentioned here is central to it. We will communicate 

more about this in the coming months. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dafydd Roberts 

Principal 

 

Key Dates: 

26/9/19- National 

fitness day 

27/9/19- INSET 

10/10/19- World mental 

health day 

28/10/19- Half term 

4/11/19- Back to school 

22/11/19 – INSET 

20/12/19- Christmas 

open morning/ last day 

of school 

6/1/20 – Back to school 

Friday 20th September,  

2019. 
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Pluto: 

This week, the boys in Pluto have enjoyed their first swimming lesson. In the lesson they 

behaved well and showed the teacher their swimming skills.  In Maths this week, they have 

been learning to represent numbers on a number line, recognising numbers in words and 

numerals and finally, rounding to the nearest 10.  In English, the boys have been learning to 

use adjectives to describe a setting.  The setting was an image of the trenches from the 

WW1 book the Little Hen and the Great War.  The boys thought about what they could 

see, hear and feel in the setting and created some good descriptive pieces. In Enrichment 

the boys enjoyed making paper plate mazes using different lines e.g. horizontal. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Mercury 

The Mercury boys have had another exciting week. In English, we have created Wanted 

Posters for a girl pirate who sneakily stole the treasure! We have included powerful 

adjectives in our writing to help descibe the wanted pirate. In Maths, we have been learning 

and practising counting in 2, 5 and 10 while learning how to spot patterns. In Science, we have 

been exploring different magnets; we created a maze and then directed paper clips around 

our mazes using only magnets. For Enrichment we borrowed a super recipe to bake pirate 

cookies, which tasted delicious. 

 

 

 

   

Saturn 

We have had a lovely week in Saturn. On Monday we received a letter from Captain Patch 

saying he was coming to get his treasure back from the pesky girl pirates so we had to help 

them by writing a wanted poster! The boys came up with some good adjectives to describe 

him and some lovely drawings. 

In maths we have been looking at place value and comparing numbers. 

Our stormy sea collages are coming along nicely and we’ve had fun carrying out independent 

learning in the garden area. This week we’ve worked together to build go carts, a house and 

some of us even made weights to lift! 
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Mars 

Another fun and exciting week in Mars class. Monday saw us have our 1st golf 

lessons at Haywards Heath Golf Club, we learned how to putt and control the ball 

and are looking forward to next week’s lesson. In food tech this week, we made 

delicious short bread biscuits. In maths, we have been learning perimeter and on 

Thursday we got to use trundle wheels to measure the playground which we really 

enjoyed. In English, we have been learning to use fronted adverbials to add interest 

to our writing- we have also continued to enjoy our class book- Letters from the 

Lighthouse, which we have used to infom our writing lessons. In sewing we made a 

start on making our own toys, we found it challenging but fun. 

 

 

Jupiter 

We had an amazing first session at Deersleap.  The boys showed a real improvement 

in their bike handling skills, making sure they had both feet levelled when dropping in 

and going down hills, pumping the down slope to create extra speed and balance.  In 

science, we learnt about gravity and the effects of gravity- exploring how friction 

and gravity act on objects and how and why planes can fly for thousands of miles but 

my tennis ball only went 20meters.  Really good thinking skills this week boys.  Well 

done! 

 

Titan  

A very good week in Titan for he boys and staff, as well as very productive too. We 

have learnt about adding/subtracting powers of 10, rounding to the nearest 10, 100, 

1000, 10000 and 100000, as well as reasoning and problem solving. I English the boys 

have had to write a conversation between themselves and their pet, or between 

their pets if they had more than one. All boys have written a very moving diary 

entry from a WW2 soldier’s point of view after listening to some piano music and 

watching a recount of Joseph, a 90 year old veteran who recalled one of his WW2 

experiences. In cooking this week, the boys had to ration the bread pudding recipe 

as, being war, we ran out of eggs and all the other ingredients had to be halved so 

everyone can have a little bit and still have some left for the rest of the week. 

                         

 

 

 



 
 BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN 

 

Outdoor Learning  
 

 

 

 

 

This week we have been learning about Harvest time and protecting crops.  

Each class then worked as a team to produce a scarecrow which has been 

either placed in the Garden or in their class room gardens 

Neptune 

This week in Neptune we continued on our WWII theme. The children have constructed 

Anderson Shelters in DT where they have learnt to choose tools and materials and to use 

them safely. They have thought about how to make their shelter more able to withstand the 

shock waves of an explosion and how to use camouflage to make it harder to see.  In art, we 

have started creating a dramatic art piece depicting the conflict. They have created a flame 

coloured backwash, on which they will be sticking war themed silhouettes.  Place value is still 

our theme in maths and the children have progressed onto ordering numbers up to 5 digits and 

counting on in 10, 100 and 1000.  In English, we have been working on improving our writing by 

working on accurate punctuation. 
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Therapies:  
 

 

The whole school has been targeting  ‘Stay on task’.  

This target is to encourage our pupils to stay on task and too not get distracted by 

other things. For example our thoughts, other people or events. In addition stay on tasks 

relates to staying on topic where some of our students find it difficult to stick to a topic 

of conversation.  

 

 

 

Next wee we will be focusing on the target ‘Hands Up’  

This target is to help understand that when replying to an answer it is polite to put your 

hands up. 
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Jayden Sh, Taylor and Felix.  

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Jayden S King of the Credits Felix 

Star of the Week Jayden S Star of the Week Felix 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Jaiden King of the Credits Charlie 

Star of the Week Riley Star of the Week Carter 

JUPITER               MERCURY 

King of the Credits Harry King of the Credits James 

Star of the Week William Star of the Week  

Neptune 

King of the Credits Ryan 

Star of the Week Theo and 

Nikolai 
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National Fitness Day at Brantridge! 

 
This Year, Brantridge School will be celebrating and taking part in National Fitness Day as 

a way of continuing to promote the health and well-being of our pupils. At Brantridge, this 

will take place on Thursday 26th September to allow for all of our usual class trips to 

continue as planned. 

 

Our pupils will be taking part in Yoga, an assault course and our topic themed World War 

Warrior Workout. Saturn and Mercury Classes will also attend their planned Gymnastics 

session at the K2 Leisure Centre in Crawley. 

 

In order for our pupils to get maximum enjoyment out of the day, they will be allowed to 

wear sportswear for the day. This can be any of the following: 

Tracksuits, jogging bottoms, sports kit (football shirts), sports shorts and trainers. 

If any pupils do not wish to wear sportswear on the day, then they are able to come into 

school in uniform as normal.  

 

If you have any questions regarding the running of the day, then please call the school 

and ask to speak to either Mr Matt Elliott or Mr Robert Chowns. 


