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Dear Parents, 

The term has started well, with pupils and staff settling back into their new 

classes and routines. 

We have made some slight alterations to the school day which thus far 

seem to be working well. Last year we divided the children into two sittings 

at lunchtime – whilst one group were eating the other were outside 

playing and then of course they swapped over. There were many things 

that worked well with that, but this year we were keen to try a slightly 

different approach. So we have divided the lunchtime into three sittings 

with each group eating for one session and outside playing during the 

other two sittings. Thus far this has been a real improvement, with many 

advantages one of which has been that less children are in the Dining 

Room at the same time. This has created a calmer atmosphere where 

children can enjoy their meal. 

This year we hope to have an increase in the number of themed days 

aimed at enhancing pupils’ enjoyment of their leaning as well as 

supporting their general wellbeing. The first of those is on Wednesday, 25th 

September when we will celebrate the ‘National Fitness Day’. Plans are 

currently underway for this.  

Following this we will be focusing on Thursday, 10th October on ‘World 

Mental Health’ day. These types of days are key to our children as they 

learn ways of looking after themselves both physically and mentally. We 

will be seeking to equip them with strategies and activities that they enjoy 

and that enable them to take care of themselves as they grow into 

adolescence and beyond. 

 

Please can all parents check that their child has brought home the correct 

electronics as 1 pupil has reported that theirs is missing. 

Finally, can I also draw your attention to another key date in September – 

Friday 27th where the school will be closed for INSET. 

 

I trust you have a good weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Dafydd Roberts 

Principal 

 

Key Dates: 

25/9/19- National 

fitness day 

27/9/19- INSET 

10/10/19- World mental 

health day 

28/10/19- Half term 

4/11/19- Back to school 

22/11/19 – INSET 

20/12/19- Christmas 

open morning/ last day 

of school 

6/1/20 – Back to school 

Friday 13th September,  

2019. 
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Pluto: 

This week Pluto started learning about World War 1 as part of the War and Conflict topic 

for this term.  They have been finding the countries belonging to the alliances on the map.  

In Enrichment they produced silhouette images of soldiers walking across the war torn 

fields. This allowed them to experiment with space and light and dark using charcoal.  In 

English we have been reading ‘The Little Hen and the Great War’. The boys have written a 

character description of the soldier Arthur from the book using adjectives to describe 

him.  In Maths the boys have been learning about place value and shown me their skills by 

partitioning numbers and representing numbers using dienes.    

 

  

 

 

 

Mercury 

Mercury have had a fun and exciting first full week back! We have ignited our learning on our 

new topic - pirates. In English we have been unpicking the story of ‘The night pirates’; 

understanding the plot, settings and sequence of the story. In Maths we have been 

understanding place value and how we can add/subtract numbers using resources. In Science 

we have been understanding the texture and thickness of different materials and being able 

sort objects depending on the material. For enrichment we created and made treasure map 

pizzas, which the boys thoroughly enjoyed and they looked/tasted incredible! 
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Mars 

Mars class have hit the ground running with our new termly topic WW2. We 

have even had an air raid where we turned the class store room into a shelter 

and worked by candle light (battery powered!) As well as this we have been 

learning about rationing and attempted to re-create a war time cake recipe in 

food tech- with mixed results.  

We have been really enjoying our class book – Letters from the lighthouse- 

which has informed our writing about evacuees. 

In maths we have been practicing multiplying 2 and 3 digit numbers and have 

learned new techniques.  

Next week are looking forward to learning to play golf as part of our 

enrichment lessons. 

 

 

Jupiter 

A busy first full week back in Jupiter, getting used to a new class, different 

routines and trying to shake off the holiday blues.  We have been concentrating on 

using apostrophes to show possession in English with some good progress made 

therein. In maths, we have been exploring addition and subtraction using the column 

method from one to 4-digit numbers with some super success.  We have also started 

extending into checking our answers using inverse operations.  We started building 

our WWII helmets in paper mache and I really look forward to seeing these finished 

soon. 

 

 

Titan  

Titan boys have had to experience some WW2 facts and truth this week; as our 

topic this term, they have learnt about rationing, evacuees and what it felt like to 

have a gas mask on. In Maths, they have learnt about place value and 

reasoning, using place value to solve problems and puzzles. In English, they had 

to write a persuasive text, of their own choice: some have chosen to try and 

convince Mr Roberts that a half day school would be better, some others have 

tried to persuade their parents to buy them a phone. In Science, they have 

carried on an experiment called ice fishing, where they tested the impact that 

salt and ice have on water.  
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Saturn 

We have had so much fun in our first week! We have begun our topic based learning which 

this term is ‘Pirates’. You can find full details of our termly plan which is on the website. 

The boys have really enjoyed the construction area in the outdoor space. We’ve seen some 

lovely teamwork and such creative ideas.  

In Maths we have been working on place value and in English our work has been based around 

the book ‘The Night Pirates’ by Peter Harri.  We created a story map which helped us to 

sequence the story and put words to the pictures. 

In Science we looked at different materials and whether they were man-made or natural. 

Internet safety was the focus in computing and the boys really impressed me with 

understanding how to keepp themselves safe online. 

We are working on mutual respect in class during our PSCHE lessons but we have been 

continuing this throughout each day as it’s a very important skill for the boys to learn. 

 

             

 

 

Neptune 

We have had a busy first full week in Neptune class.  In maths we have been exploring place 

value up to 5 digits and the boys have shown great focus and perseverance.  We are also 

continuing to learn our times tables using songs and regular testing where the children have 

been challenged to try and beat their own scores every day – something they have all achieved.  

As part of our science lessons we have been looking at teeth and the boys have learnt the 

names and functions of all our different teeth.  We carried out an investigation, using eggs, to 

see the effect of sugar on our teeth.  Our findings were not a pretty sight!  Then in our 

English lessons, the children have written a recount about this investigation.  We are really 

enjoying our WW2 topic. We have created a silhouette of a soldier in art and we have started 

planning an air raid shelter which we will be constructing over the next week.  
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Outdoor Learning  
 

 

 

 

 

Over the summer holiday’s Mr Ring 

was very busy and built us a new 

shelter which the boys all seem very 

happy with. 

This week we have been learning about foraging, either used during the world worlds to 

help with food supplies or if we were on a pirate desert island. We have learnt that some 

parts of plants can be eaten and some cannot. We also enjoyed working as a team to make 

Bramble juice. 
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Therapies:  
The whole school has been targeting ‘sitting to learn’ this week. I’m sure if you ask you 

child what this means they will be able to show you. This was with the aim to develop 

our attention and listening skills so that we are attending to others and learning to our 

best abilities.  

 

 

Next week’s Social Communication Programme target is: ‘Stay on task’.  

This target is to encourage our pupils to stay on task and too not get distracted by 

other things. For example our thoughts, other people or events. In addition stay on tasks 

relates to staying on topic where some of our students find it difficult to stick to a topic 

of conversation.  

 

Bonnie 

Bonnie has returned to Brantridge and is joining the boys every Wednesday. Most 

children have permission to have sessions with Bonnie however, there are a few 

permission slips outstanding. I have sent them home in the taxi with your child and I will 

send another out on Monday. Please make sure that you get these back as all of the 

boys love seeing Bonnie but if they do not have the permission then they cannot see 

her.  

If you need any help with this matter feel free to contact me  

z.blackmer@brantridge-school.co.uk   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

mailto:z.blackmer@brantridge-school.co.uk
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Jayden Sh, Oliver and Joshua.  

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Jayden S King of the Credits Oliver 

Star of the Week Toby Star of the Week Oliver and Tyler H 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Toby M King of the Credits Charlie 

Star of the Week Riley Star of the Week Alfie H 

JUPITER               MERCURY 

King of the Credits Harry King of the Credits Floyd 

Star of the Week William Star of the Week Aymen 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-iMyg5tbLAhWCwxQKHeZPBbEQjRwIBw&url=https://en.fotolia.com/id/85072097&psig=AFQjCNH6_vEJdfbawoFDh1fER7BYHSw97g&ust=1458822143778729

