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Dear Parents, 

You may remember us writing in a Bulletin earlier this term that we were 

spending some time at a recent INSET  considering the school’s ‘Ethos’. 

What is it that makes Brantridge what it is? What are the guiding principles 

in our approach to what we provide for our pupils? We focussed on three 

main questions: 

1. What do we want to provide for our pupils? 

 

A safe learning environment where our pupils’ specific needs are 

met and developed. 

 

2. How do we deliver that? 

 

Through a needs led, differentiated and holistic curriculum that is 

embedded in enriching experiences and activities. 

 

3. What outcomes do we want for our pupils? 

To become resilient, confident, self-regulating   pupils, making 

significant progress with their individual needs, ready to access the 

next stage of life. 

By way of commentary, the focus of our answer in the first question is 

safety. Safety in its widest meaning, but also the emphasis on meeting the 

specific needs of our pupils. As parents you will know that our children’s 

needs are not only academic, they are social and therapeutic and 

behavioural amongst others. We want to support the specific needs of our 

pupils. 

The answer to the second question, continues that theme of meeting 

needs. We aim to provide a curriculum that is led by those identified 

needs as well as being shaped by learning through a series of positive 

experiences and activities. 

The third points seeks to focus on what the desired outcomes would be for 

the pupils in response to the experiences they have here. Linked to this of 

course is readiness for the next stage – the next stage of learning, their 

next school, their next stage of life. 

Please do get back to us with your thought on these matters. It would be 

great to have your input. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dafydd Roberts 

Principal 

 

 

Key Dates: 

 

 

28/10/19- Half term 

4/11/19- Back to school 

11/11/19 – Anti Bullying 

week. 

22/11/19 – INSET 

20/12/19- Christmas 

open morning/ last day 

of school 

6/1/20 – Back to school 

Friday 11th October,  

2019. 
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Pluto: 

This week Pluto joined the rest of the school with celebrating World Mental Health Day. 

The boys enjoyed an activity were they drank juice, ate a rock cake and chatted about 

their top 5 things for certain questions. For example, favourite superhero.  They also 

participated in more relaxing yoga that they enjoyed. In Maths this week they have been 

learning how to subtract mentally using a number line and partitioning.  The boys have all 

impressed me with their knowledge of number and skills in mental calculations. In English 

they have learnt about first person and past tense they then used their knowledge to write 

a diary entry as if they were a solider in WW1. For enrichment the boys practiced their 

bowling and batting skills when the sun shone this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

Mercury have had a really positive start to October. In English this week we have been 

learning about instructional writing; how to build a snowman. We also learnt how to use 

time connectives in our writing. In Maths we have been learning how to use related facts 

to solve addition problems. In Science we have been looking at how wax can be added 

to an absorbent material to make the material waterproof. In Enrichment we have been 

experimenting with using paper mache and for cooking we made some shortbread 

biscuits, which were delicious to taste. We were really impressed with Mercury’s 

involvement  in World mental Health day on Thursday. The boys were learning that it is 

okay to feel sad and it is okay to talk about our feelings and emotions with a trusted 

person. We did some fun activities which included talking to someone in the class about 

our thoughts and feelings. 

 

 

 our likes and  dislikes.  
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Jupiter 

What a week of fabulous progress. Boys are showing an independent use of grid 

method in maths- using the method to calculate problems with some good effect.  

In mountain biking we went over 2 miles cross country round Deersleap,  showing in 

credible effort and resilience in the face of huge muddy puddles and long slippery 

climbs.  In English, we wrote some wonderful diary entries about an event tsken 

from the second World War.  The boys wrote with harrowing emotion, using the 

past tense perfectly.  We visited Newhaven Fort on Thursday which gave us even 

more insight to WWII.  The boys engaged really well in the exhibitions, making 

links to what we have learned in class.  They particularlly enjoyed the air raid 

simulation.  

   

 

 

 

Titan 

Titan boys had a  very good week. We have been busy reading war poems where the 

boys have highlighted nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs, as well as recognising 

vocabulary related to the five senses: touch, smell, feel, hear and taste. The boys 

did very well working in a team of two and came up with some very rich vocabulary, 

which they will use later in their own poems. In Maths, we have been looking at 

multiples, common multiples, factors and commion factors, as well as lower common 

multiple and higher common factor. We spent some time going over written methods 

for multiplication and practising the correct lay out of the page. The boys loved the 

Wings Museum yesterday, which was a success for everyone. They all enjoyed 

getting on the planes and in the cockpits as well as experiencing with the 

memorabilia from WW2 (like old fashioned phones and an air raid shelter, as well as 

the bombs they had on display).        

 

 

 

Saturn 

We have ahd a great week in Saturn. Although the weather has been starting to get 

wetter and colder, we have still managed to use our beautiful garden to learn 

through role play and socialise with others. 

We decorated our cardboard desks with our own designs and made a bit of a mess 

with the paint, but had great fun doing it! 

             

 

 



 
 BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mars 

We have had a very busy week in Mars class, we have continued to enjoy our class book- 

Letters from the lighthouse- and have answered questions about what we have been reading 

using A>P>E> answer- prove it- explain. We have also written letters homw from the front 

during WW2. In Maths we have been using inverse actions to check our answers and improve 

our skills.  

On Monday we went to golf in Haywards Heath where we learned to chip the ball into a net- 

it got very competitive and was lots of fun! 

Wednesday saw us visit Wings Museum where we got to see lots of WW2 artefacts first 

hand. We had such fun dressing up, using a morse code machine and trying out old 

telephones. As well as this we actually got to go inside the planes! Thursday was national 

mental health day and we tried lots of fun activities such as yoga, cake and chat and created 

posters to promote mindfulness.  

 

Neptune 

In Neptune class this week, we made a model digestive system in science. Following 

the whole process from start to finish.  The finish bit grossed them out a bit but 

really captured there attention!  In our history lesson, the boys were fascinated to 

handle and explore artefacts from WWII some of the boys even tried on a gas mask. 

They were amazed at how small the rations were per person for the week.  We 

looked at a video of a WWII evacuee describing what the experience was like for 

her. We discussed what they would pack in their suitcases. Then in English, the 

children wrote a postcard home describing what it was like with their new family.  

For World Mental Health Day, the children enjoyed juice and cake, over which we 

discussed what mental health means and how we can maintain a healthy attitude to 

our mental health. We also had a yoga session and took part in a BBC nationwide live 

stream programme on ‘Growth Mindset’.   The children also enjoyed exploring their 

sense of taste and smell and discovered that a chewing action actually helps them 

feel calmer.  
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On Monday we had an exciting and informative assembly delivered 

by Parent Zone and sponsored by Google. It was all about E-safety 

and how to become internet legends. The boys and staff learnt about how to make passwords 

secure, how to check if something is real or fake, how to ensure that a website is secure and 

the importance of being kind online. We will be following up this assembly with a series of 

lessons. The boys were encouraged to play the interland game which can be found here: 

https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk/interland  

 

If you would like anymore information on how to keep your children and yourselves safe online 

please visit: https://parentzone.org.uk 

 

Outdoor Learning 
We have learnt this week about how important the use of paracutes were to 

enter enemy territories during the war.  We then made our own mini paracute 

using a coffee filter, wire, beads and a pipe cleaner. Some of us also added 

washers as weights to experiment as to how quick the paracute would fall.  

https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk/interland
https://parentzone.org.uk/
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Therapies:  
The whole school has been targeting ‘Personal space’ this week in our Social 

Communication Programme.  

 

This target is to support pupils’ understanding of personal space and how they 

manage social situations.  

Our role as adults is to model that it is polite to give people personal space, as they 

may feel anxious if their personal space is invaded. It is also our role to make sure that 

you child understand that they need to ask another person to enter their personal 

space, e.g. hugging. Giving your child an example of making sure that there is an 

arm’s length between them and another will help them to understand the distance 

needed. Another way is to get them to imagine that they are in a bubble and 

nobody can enter that space unless they have permission. 

 

  

 

Next week the target is ‘Looking to listen’. This target is to teach the social value of looking at 

the speaker when they are talking. Encouraging pupils to listen to who is talking and not 

interrupt.  
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Jayden Sh, Carter and Felix.  

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Jayden S King of the Credits Felix 

Star of the Week Toby S Star of the Week Oliver 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Toby King of the Credits Carter 

Star of the Week Toby Star of the Week Alfie H 

JUPITER               MERCURY 

King of the Credits Danny & 

Samuel 

King of the Credits Aymen 

Star of the Week Daniel Star of the Week Aymen 

Neptune 

King of the Credits Ryan 

Star of the Week Theo 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-iMyg5tbLAhWCwxQKHeZPBbEQjRwIBw&url=https://en.fotolia.com/id/85072097&psig=AFQjCNH6_vEJdfbawoFDh1fER7BYHSw97g&ust=1458822143778729

