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Dear Parent/Carer, 

Today is an unusual Friday at Brantridge with the school closed for INSET. 

Much of the training today is being led by our Therapy team. Our 

Occupational Therapist, Andrea Parrott, is leading training on supporting 

pupils with their handwriting and fine motor skills, whilst our Speech and 

Language Therapist – Rebecca Williams is working with our staff on 

supporting pupils with ‘Attachment’ issues.  

The benefits to our pupils in having the support of a Therapy team is 

invaluable. Staff mentioned above are supported by Zoe Blackmer and 

together they support pupils in achieving their various EHCP goals. 

Sometimes this is done working with a whole class, for example work is 

currently being done in classes with Lego Therapy and Communication 

groups. At other times therapists will work with a smaller group of pupils 

and sometimes will work on a 1-1 basis. We are grateful to them for the 

work that they do and in time the school hope to be able to access a 

wider range of therapeutic support for the pupils. 

Yesterday we had our ‘World Book Day’. The children participated in a 

range of activities including scavenger hunts, quizzes and ‘Book Bingo’. 

They seemed to be having an excellent time. 

Last week we started our Friday morning reward system. We currently have 

our end of half term Behaviour Reward Trips which seems to capture our 

pupils’ interest and this will remain. However we are aware that half a term 

is a long time for a child to wait for a reward and so for pupils who have 

engaged in their learning and behaved appropriately from Monday – 

Thursday they have an opportunity to choose a reward activity. Activities 

include scalextrics, skateboards, laser tags and curling. These activities last 

for approximately 30 minutes. (This week, as the children are not in school 

today, took place on Thursday.) 

 

I trust you have a good weekend. 

 

  

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Principal 

 

Friday 8th March 2019 
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 Pluto:  

Pluto have been very imaginative this week. In English they have begun writing their own 

stories based on the traditional tale of ‘The Three Little Pigs’. Some boys changed the 

setting and characters whilst others just changed the setting.  We had the setting of 

under the sea, in a field and in the woods.  The characters were changed to the three 

little fish, three little bunnies and three little juicy chickens.  The boys used expanded 

noun phrases and adjectives to describe characters and setting.  I look forward to them 

writing the solution and ending to their stories next week.  In maths the boys have been 

learning to tell the time in both 24 hour and analogue clocks.   They can now tell me 

when it is break and lunch times, if I forget or have not noticed the time!  

 The boys enjoyed their first swimming lesson of the term with all of them getting in the 

pool and practicing some swimming.  For ‘World Book Day’ the boys made book marks, 

took part in a book quiz, created new names for magical beasts and took part in a 

whole school 15 minute reading session.  Thank you for the costumes of book characters 

- the boys all were very proud of them. 

 

 

Mercury 

The boys in Mercury have had a very positive week, taking part in numerous activities. In 

English and Maths we have been looking at monsters and using our number skills to 

measure the monsters that we made. We also learnt about ‘Pancake Day’ this week. The 

boys also started their new topic this week, they looked at ancient civilisations, in particular 

the Egyptians. They seemed to thoroughly enjoy learning about the Egyptians and seemed 

genuinely interested in the topic. They particularly enjoyed learning about how the 

Egyptians become mummies and the mummification process. 

The pupils also took part in ‘World Book Day’. The boys came into school dressed as their 

favourite character and all boys really impressed with their outfits. They got to take part in 

lots of fun activities such as making book marks, designing book covers, taking part in 

quizzes and creating some magical beasts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

      

 

 

 

 

Jupiter 

This week in Jupiter class, we have been working on writing limericks. The boys 

were able to choose the topic themselves and all enjoyed writing about their 

favourite things. We have continued our work on multiplication in maths this week 

and are seeing improvements from all of the pupils. We went on a hunt around 

the woods to spot the first signs of spring; the boys enjoyed taking the lesson 

outside. We had another successful trip to the gym this week. We all enjoyed 

dressing up and joining in with the activities on ‘World Book Day’!   
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Titan  

Another week has ended with Titan class earning hundreds of credits each. 

The boys have enjoyed reading James and the Giant Peach; they have 

then used this to write persuasive letters or have debates. They have shown 

great understanding in shapes during Maths lessons and have developed 

many new skills. Titan have continued the topic of puberty, this week 

looking at emotional changes and they were able to give some really 

incredible advice to people who needed support from an Agony Aunt. 

Saturn 

We have had a busy week in Saturn this week. The boys have worked on 

sorting data into Venn diagram, reading and interpreting tally charts, 

pictograms and graphs and asking and answering questions about data. In 

English the boys have written a fact file on the River Nile, talked about it 

and presented it to the whole class. We have learnt about the importance 

of a mosque in RE and materials in Science. Well done boys! 
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Mars 

A great week in Mars class - we have all tried really hard to progress our 

learning. In English we have been studying how to describe a situation 

without simply stating the actions that has taken place. We have also 

linked this to our descriptive writing on Greek gods. 

In maths we have been learning the prime numbers up to 19 and we used 

this knowledge to solve prime factor problems. 

In PE we practised teamwork and volleyball skills. This week also saw us take 

part in ‘World Book Day’ and everyone made a super effort dressing up as 

their favourite book character. We took part in lots of fun activities and 

created some mythical beasts. 
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Tom, Felix, William and Taylor 
 

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Charlie King of the Credits Tom 

Star of the Week Carter Star of the Week Tom & Felix 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Carter King of the Credits William 

Star of the Week James Star of the Week Danny 

JUPITER NEPTUNE 

King of the Credits None King of the Credits Joe 

Star of the Week Aidan Star of the Week Joe 

              MERCURY  

King of the Credits Riley 

Star of the Week Aaron 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-iMyg5tbLAhWCwxQKHeZPBbEQjRwIBw&url=https://en.fotolia.com/id/85072097&psig=AFQjCNH6_vEJdfbawoFDh1fER7BYHSw97g&ust=1458822143778729
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Therapies: 
The whole school has been targeting ‘looking to listen’ over the past  

week in our Social Communication Programme.  

This target supports pupils to learn the social value of  

looking at the speaker when they are talking.  In my opinion,  

a lot of our pupils find this a difficult skill to master.  

 

We discussed in class groups that if we do not not look at the  

speaker when they are talking it can be considered to be rude. Also if you  

don’t look at someone when they are talking you cannot identify  

any of the nonverbal cues e.g. facial expressions, gesture and  

body language that they may be expressing. This can lead to a breakdown in 

communication.  When at home please make sure to model ‘looking to listen’ to your 

children so that they learn from your role modelling. In addition, please use the phrase 

at home ‘loking to listen’ to remind the children that they need to show you they are 

listening, by looking at you. 

 
Next week the Social Communication Programme target is: ‘reword with respect’ - this 

target is to allow pupils the opportunity to change an inappropriate message or 

response to one that is more socially acceptable. We will tell you more about this in 

next week’s bulletin.  

As always, if you have any questions or want to know more about the therapies or the 

social Communication Programme at Brantridge School. Please do contact Rebecca 

Williams (Speech and Language Therapist) r.williams@brantridge-school.co.uk.  
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This week’s planned activity in outdoor learning was cooking pancakes on a tin can. 

Whilst the children had an enjoyable time, the activity was not as successful as we 

hoped, due to the cold weather and the time it took to cook the pancakes. We had 

pancake tossing, a pancake story for ‘World Book Day’ and of course everyone 

enjoyed eating the pancakes! 

 
 

 

 

                                 

 

Please 

continue to 

send coats and 

wellies in. 

 


