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Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Today is a very different Friday at Brantridge, due to it being an INSET day. 

Gio de Lucia is leading the training on the staff’s de-escalation skills when 

supporting a pupil who is experiencing an emotional crisis as we receive 

our annual refresher of the MAPA programme that we use – ‘Managing 

Actual and Potential Aggression’.  The training focuses on how we best 

support children when they are in crisis and how to support a pupil to try 

and avoid them getting into a crisis. Various techniques are considered 

including distraction, humour, discussion and suggesting a range of 

options to a pupil. The training also deals with how, if the child themselves 

or someone else is in danger, to physically intervene. This is always the last 

resort.  

We are delighted that due to various strategies used, last academic year 

the number of physical interventions fell by 68% from the previous year. This 

academic year, measuring progress half way through the year, compared 

to the same period in 2017-18, has seen a further decrease in physical 

interventions by 65%. We are very pleased about this, but we are 

determined to reduce this even further as staff continue to skilfully support 

the children. 

As I mentioned in last week’s Bulletin, we have begun a wide range of 

learning activities during the final lesson of the day, referred to in some of 

the class reports further on in this bulletin as ‘lesson 6’. On Tuesday, I 

walked around the school during lesson 6, and I was delighted to see very 

high levels of engagement and the children thoroughly enjoying 

themselves. Pupils were working with clay, gardening, playing rugby, 

participating in social skills games and others doing photography. So much 

of what they were doing was meeting the specific needs identified in so 

many of the pupils’ EHCPs whilst enabling the boys to develop new skills 

and hobbies. Please do speak to your son about this. 

We hope that you have an enjoyable extended weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Principal 

 

Friday 3rd May 2019 
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 Pluto:  

It has been a busy week for the boys in Pluto.  They have enjoyed the enrichment 

activities that happen in lesson 6 especially the art where, they took pride in showing me 

their creations.   In English they have been learning how to write persuasively using 

persuasive language and sentence starters.  They then wrote a piece persuading 

people to protect the Javan Rhino.  In Maths the boys have been learning to read 

scales in grams by working out the missing interval amounts.  I hope they all have a 

lovely long weekend. 

Mercury 

Mercury have had a busy week learning about adjectives and showing how well they can 

describe their rainforest animals. In Maths, Mercury were learning about length, more and 

less in centimetres and metres. In Art, the boys have enjoyed learning and making Stone 

Age items out of clay. The boys have taken part and worked together in PE, where they 

were practising their throwing, catching and fielding skills. Well done Mercury. 

 

 

 

 

 

     

      

 

 

 

 

Jupiter 

 

Jupiter have had a more settled week as we find our rhythm after a lovely 

break. We have been focusing on the spelling of words with the v sound at 

the end as well as learning about suffixes and prefixes. In maths we 

continued to display and interpret data in different formats with increasing 

success. On Tuesday we went mountain biking at Deersleap Bike Park 

which the boys loved. There were some spills and some thrills! Full marks to 

Tyler for learning to ride this week and trying out the track.  
 



 
 BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

     

 

 

 

   

Titan  

We have had a really positive week in Titan on the whole. The boys have adapted 

well to a new teacher and we are finding our own routines and getting used to how 

we all work.  In English, we have continued reading ‘Holes’ which all of the boys are 

enjoying but we have also been focussing on our topic of Earth Matters. As a result 

of this, the boys have produced some wonderful factsheets in English about an 

endangered animal of their choice. Miss Harry has also been working on this with the 

class and they have produced some fantastic PowerPoint presentations. It would be 

lovely if any of the boys felt happy to present them to the other pupils.  In Maths we 

have been looking at fractions. In History, we have looked at Stone Age tools and 

the boys have all had a go at making a Stone Age axe using paper mache 

techniques. Our enrichment lessons have gone very well. Titan class will have lessons 

in Rugby, Photography and Art as well as continuing our offsite gymnastics activity. 

‘ 

Mars 

Mars have been learning about plastic pollution this week. We have researched lots 

of facts; watched videos showing the devastation this causes; the eco systems 

affected and how it enters our food chain; we looked up our local re-cycling centre 

as well as looking at local policies. This information has informed our writing and we 

are planning to write persuasive letters to the school to help make our school green.  

In Maths we have been practicing methods to divide as well as converting fractions 

to decimals and percentages.  

On Monday we got to go to Blacklands Farm and try out grass sledging- the hill was 

huge and we got very tired! This week also saw the start of our new timetable so in the 

afternoons we have been learning new skills such as gardening, photography, art and 

sports with different teachers. 

 

Saturn 

It has been a very busy week for Saturn boys. The boys have learnt about 

place value and how to use their knowledge of place value to solve 

addition, subtractions and number problems. In English, they have had to 

use their five senses to describe what it is like to be stuck in a rainforest with 

just the animals using picture prompts and what a fantastic job they have 

done! Gardening club, as part of our enrichment lessons was a success. The 

pupils did some planting, watering, filling up pots with compost so they are 

ready to be used by other classes and preparing the beds. Swimming was 

another success yesterday too, so a week full of positive results.  
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Outdoor Learning  
One of the pupils came up with a fantastic idea of making natural masks using the natural 

resources around us. So the boys have been making some amazing masks with discussions taking 

place on what trees the leaves were from, which birds feather was it? What was it - moss or 

litchen? They also had fun with some boys making a rope swing and a rope course and another 

setting up some natural parkour.  
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Tom, Felix and Ewan 
 

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Jayden S King of the Credits Tom 

Star of the Week Jayden S Star of the Week Felix 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Ewan King of the Credits Samuel 

Star of the Week Riley Star of the Week Danny 

JUPITER               MERCURY 

King of the Credits Kyle King of the Credits James 

Star of the Week Kyle Star of the Week James 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-iMyg5tbLAhWCwxQKHeZPBbEQjRwIBw&url=https://en.fotolia.com/id/85072097&psig=AFQjCNH6_vEJdfbawoFDh1fER7BYHSw97g&ust=1458822143778729
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Therapies:  
The whole school has been targeting ‘time to think’ this week in the Social 

Communication Programme.  

I’m sure if you ask your child what this means they will tell you. This target 

aims to support our pupils and staff team to give each other time to think 

before giving an answer.  This target also looks at giving pupils time if they 

need to use the retreat or a good choice strategy to return to the green 

zone. 

 

 

Next week the Social Communication Programme target is: ‘Check it’.  

This target is to support pupils to develop independence skills and 

encourage them to take on responsibility for their own understanding and 

learning. This target prompts our pupils to check they understand the 

instructions of what to do and what is expected of them. In addition, it 

allows for opportunities for them to check their quality of work at regular 

intervals.  
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Please remember to send in named hats, sunscreen 

and water bottles for your child. 

 

If your child suffers from hay fever, please consider 

giving them medication in the morning before 

leaving for school. 

 

Over the counter medicines, with the exception of 

Calpol, are no longer available in school. If you wish 

to ask your GP to prescribe medications such as 

antihistamines, these can be held in school by prior 

arrangement. Medications bought over the counter 

regrettably cannot be accepted.  
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