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Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope that you had a good Easter - the weather certainly helped! 

I wanted to share with you some plans we have in place with regards to 

the development of our curriculum. As a school we do not simply want to 

replicate what happens in a mainstream school from a curriculum 

perspective. For so many of our pupils, the mainstream approach has not, 

generally speaking, worked. Rather we want to ask the question how we 

can create a curriculum, an environment and approach that meets our 

pupils’ specific needs. It is this reasoning that means that we have on site 

therapists at our school, regular 1-1 work and a strong emphasis on 

rewards to name but a few things. 

In view of this, from Monday onwards we will be introducing a wide range 

of active learning sessions for the final lesson of each day. This half term 

classes will have a carousel of activities involving gardening, rugby, art 

and social games. These sessions will not only develop the pupils’ skills in 

these particular areas but will also develop a wide range of other skills that 

many of our pupils would benefit from including fine and gross motor skills, 

team work and problem solving work. Many of these needs are 

highlighted in individual pupils’ EHCPs and we believe that this approach is 

part of the answer to addressing these needs. As well as all these benefits 

we are sincerely hoping that the children thoroughly enjoy participating 

and they may develop interests and hobbies that stay with them for life! 

On a different note, please can you ensure that your son comes into 

school in the correct school uniform. If you need to purchase additional 

items, you can now do so online. The link is https://myclothing.com/pupil-

uniform/25476.school. 

Finally, just a reminder that the school will be closed this coming Friday – 3rd 

May due to the staff having an INSET day. 

I trust you have a good weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Principal 

 

Friday 26th April 2019 

https://myclothing.com/pupil-uniform/25476.school
https://myclothing.com/pupil-uniform/25476.school
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 Pluto:  

Pluto have made a good start back to the term settling into the new time table and are 

enjoying being in the new classroom. Our new topic for this term is ‘Earth Matters’.  In 

English we wrote a newspaper article about plastic waste on the Galapagos Islands and 

the boys were amazed at how much litter is in the oceans.  In Maths we are learning 

about Measure.  This week the boys have been measuring in centimetres and metres.  

We enjoyed getting outside to measure out the height and length of endangered 

animals in metres.  

 

Mercury 

Mercury have had good first week back. We have welcomed new boys to the class. In 

Maths, the boys have been learning about length – centimetres and metres and 

measuring/recording various objects. In English, we have written about our Easter holidays, 

practised our spellings, handwriting and hand gym. The boys seem excited to learn about 

our topic of ‘Earth Matters’ and the importance of the rainforest! Well done boys for a 

positive week.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

     

      

 

 

 

 

Jupiter 

A busy but short first week back.  The boys have started to settle back into our 

routines and continue to improve their focus and efforts within their work.  They 

have shown good progress in spelling the days of the week as well as using 

correct punctuation and spelling when dictated to by a member of staff.  In 

maths we have been exploring the world of data and how we can show, express 

and interpret our findings through the use and study of graphs and tables.  We 

start a revised time table in the afternoon next week and look forward to our next 

activity.  Keep trying hard boys. 
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Titan  

The boys have really impressed me this week with how well they have coped 

with the changes in class and me becoming their teacher. This term we are 

covering ‘Earth Matters’ as our topic and we have started to plan our art work 

using recycled materials. In Maths we have been focussing on short division as 

this was something that the boys needed more work on following their practice 

SATs before the end of term. In English, we have started reading ‘Holes’ by Louis 

Sachar. One thing the boys all seem to have in common is that they clearly love 

being read to! The pupils have been working on using the AFOREST technique. 

They have also used mind maps to plan their advert for Stanley’s dad, who is an 

inventor. Some of the boys chose to create their own invention. In History we 

have looked at early man and the Stone Age.  

‘ 

Mars 

Mars have started the new term with a new member of the group and it has been 

lovely to witness the boys making him feel welcome and showing him the ropes and 

class routines. 

We have started our new term topic – ‘Earth Matters’ by looking at endangered 

species and researched some on the internet. After we had chosen an animal, we 

made posters highlighting their plight for our class display. We then created non 

chronological reports that documented details such as description, habitat and 

reasons for their endangerment using layout devices such as subheadings and bullet 

points. 

In Maths we have begun to learn about percentages and worked together to find 

percentages of different amounts. 

We also had good fun learning about biomimicry and how lots of inventions have 

been influenced by the natural world. We worked together to complete a matching 

game. 

Saturn 

Welcome back Saturn class! A very positive start to the summer term even 

with a few changes and new boys! We have looked at place value in 

maths and recognising digits and numbers, as well as working on our times 

tables, addition  and subtraction facts. In English, we have written a recount 

of our Easter holiday, practised spellings through word search and have 

been working on our handwriting and handgym. The boys have enjoyed 

the good weather at the beginning of the week and spent time in the 

garden for both free time and work. The first swimming lesson was a success 

as the boys showed good listening and attention in the pool. We have 

briefly discussed our new topic this term – ‘Earth Matters’ and hopefully it will 

be a success as we have so  much to learn about how important rainforests 

are for our planet.  
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Outdoor Learning  
This week we’ve been planting Sunflower seeds and then placing them in our new garden area.  

We’ve also been digging, shelter building and team building. 
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Jayden S, Felix and Harry 
 

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Jayden S King of the Credits Felix 

Star of the Week Louis Star of the Week Felix 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Ewan King of the Credits Harry 

Star of the Week Ewan Star of the Week Harry 

JUPITER               MERCURY 

King of the Credits Kyle King of the Credits James 

Star of the Week TylerE Star of the Week Noah 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-iMyg5tbLAhWCwxQKHeZPBbEQjRwIBw&url=https://en.fotolia.com/id/85072097&psig=AFQjCNH6_vEJdfbawoFDh1fER7BYHSw97g&ust=1458822143778729
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Therapies:  
The whole school continued this week to target ‘Oops is OK’  in our Social 

Communication Programme.  

This target supports our pupils to understand that it is ok to make a mistake.  

Our role as adults is to explain that making mistakes is a part of life but how you cope 

with the mistake is what counts. Helping them to make good choices when they have 

made a mistake so that they have a better understanding of what to do if it happens 

again.    

 

 

 

 

 

Next week the Social Communication Target will be ‘Time to Think’. 

This target looks at giving children enough time to process and be able to 

answer a question or using time to think as a good choice strategy when 

in the amber zone.  
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Please remember to send in named hats, sunscreen 

and water bottles for your child. 

 

If your child suffers from hay fever, please consider 

giving them medication in the morning before 

leaving for school. 

 

Over the counter medicines, with the exception of 

Calpol, are no longer available in school. If you wish 

to ask your GP to prescribe medications such as 

antihistamines, these can be held in school by prior 

arrangement. Medications bought over the counter 

regrettably cannot be accepted.  
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